2/8/2026	Jesus Saves
1. Motivate

What’s your favorite thing to eat straight out of the oven? What are the ingredients that make it so good?
· Cinnamon buns – sugar, spices, butter
· Pizza – sauce, cheese, toppings
· Brownies – chocolate, sugar, icing
· Chocolate Chip Cookies – chocolate, sugar, chips, nuts
· casserole – cheese, sauce, meat
· off the grill … brisket, ribs, steak, burgers, hotdogs 

2. Transition

There’s a necessary ingredient in life that makes it worth living … 
· Salvation through Jesus Christ!
· Jesus saves all who trust in Him
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/56e59j3b .   If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/njrwry67 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus – Sent as Savior

Listen for facts about Jesus

Acts 2:22-24 (NIV)  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23  This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24  But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

What did Peter say about the life on earth of Jesus of Nazareth?  
· He was a man
· He was pointed out to us by God
· He did miracles, wonders, signs
· God did these things through Him

What miracles do you remember hearing or reading that Jesus performed?
· many healings
· changed water to wine
· brought Lazarus back to life from out of the grave
· lady healed that just touched the hem of his robe
· calmed the storm on Sea of Galilee 
· on two occasions fed many people with small amounts of bread and fish


What did Jesus’ miracles show both to the people who experienced them personally and to us who read about them?
· Jesus’ power and authority
· calls attention to Jesus
· shows His love for those to whom He ministered
· tells us He can still be working in our lives
· rescuing from sin, from physical, emotional, and spiritual sickness
· salvaging messed up lives

What do these verses say about how God was in control of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection?  
· He was “delivered up” according to God’s plan and foreknowledge
· even though lawless people nailed Him to the cross and killed Him
· God then raised Him up from the dead

What are the essentials of the gospel message?  Let’s list them in order.
· God loves us
· The God who created the whole universe wants to have a personal relationship with every individual
· However, we are all sinful and cannot initially experience a relationship with God
· Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, came to this earth as a human to deal with the sin problem
· Jesus was crucified and died, taking upon Himself the death penalty we deserved
· He makes it possible for us to be forgiven from our sins
· He rose from the dead, offering us also a new life, freeing us from the penalty and power of sin
· We experience this new life by confessing our sinful condition, repenting from sinful actions and attitudes, and receiving by faith God’s promised forgiveness.

What can we learn from Peter’s approach to sharing the gospel? 
· he pointed out who Jesus is 
· he reviewed what Jesus had done
· the focus was on Jesus
· didn’t get sidetracked 
· didn’t speak to issues of local politics
· didn’t complain about how Jesus was treated by religious leaders or Romans

3.2 Jesus – Exalted as Lord

Listen for praise for Jesus

Acts 2:32-36 (NIV)  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34  For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."' 36  "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

Peter gave an eyewitness testimony.
· God resurrected Jesus from the dead.
· Many people saw this personally.

Why is it important that many people in the early church were personal witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection?
· otherwise could have just been a rumor that was spread
· like propaganda today … say it often enough to people and it’s  perceived as “reality” 
· the fact that people saw and interacted with Jesus does make it a reality, marks it as Truth (with a capital T)
· shows us that we can believe it

Peter offers scriptural support for his claim that Jesus had been ascended and exalted as Lord and Christ.  "The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand …’”  Note the meaning of this psalm.
· God the Father says to God the Son, “Sit at my right hand”
· Jesus was a descendant of David
· So David is expressing his worship of  “my Lord”, the Messiah

What are the personal implications of recognizing Jesus as Lord?
· He has the right to tell us what to do
· He can expect our obedience, He deserves our obedience
· He wants to be the “boss” in our lives
· we can trust Him to direct us wisely

What can cause people to struggle with the certainty that Jesus is Lord?
· they want to run their own lives
· they have other things in their lives that are more important to them than God
· we might not have wood, stone, or metal idol images in our culture, but we do have things in our lives that take the place of God
· sports, relationships, cars, hobbies, desire for power, money, etc. can be idols

What do we learn from this passage about the Holy Spirit?
· sent by God the Father
· promised by Jesus
· [image: Shape, circle
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God’s Holy Spirit indwells believers … both then and now





3.3 Jesus – Trust Him

Listen for the response to Peter’s preaching.

Acts 2:37-41 (NIV)   When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40  With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

How did the hearers respond to Peter’s words? 
· they were “cut to the heart”
· under deep conviction
· asked, “what shall we do”
· wanted to know what their response to his message should be

What did Peter tell his audience to do? 
· repent
· be baptized in the name of Christ
· come to Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins
· you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
· it is a promise for all people, all generations, Jews and Gentiles alike
· save yourselves from this corrupt generation

What effect did Peter’s sermon have? 
· people accepted the message
· they were baptized
· about 3000 people came to Christ in faith

What would the apostles have been teaching?
· what Jesus had taught them
· things they had seen Jesus do
· lessons they had learned in their ministry
· experiences they had had since Jesus ascension
· principles from the Old Testament
· later on from letters from Paul and from other disciples

What should we be using for teaching today?
· recorded events from the New Testament of Jesus teachings, miracles
· The rest of the New Testament, the Old Testament
· Many godly men have written various teachings based on scripture


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Examine. 
· Consider your heart and life 
· See if what’s missing is a personal relationship with Jesus. 
· If so, repent of your sins, trust Jesus.
· Experience the greatest miracle of salvation.

Identify. 
· Find one area in your life where you need to repent for sin.
· Where do you need to surrender to Jesus’s lordship in a a relationship or a habit?
· Take actionable steps toward reconciliation or change, trusting in Jesus for strength.

Share. 
· Communicate the testimony of how Jesus has saved you with someone this week. 
· Whether in person or online, be bold in declaring the good news that Jesus saves those who are lost. 
Cryptogram Puzzle

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]“Missed it by that much! We’ve just received an encoded message that was secretly delivered to the Baptist consulate in Galbarncent. The underground church took great risks to get it to us, so try not to lose it. Use the key below to decode the symbols. The ‘Hello World’ example shows you how it works—simple, even I can do it.  Once you’ve decoded the message, pass it along to your benevolence pastor. Technical help can be found at https://tinyurl.com/njrwry67 along with further Family Activities. And remember… you heard none of this from me.”
Maxwell Smart from “Get Smart”
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