10/27/2024	Life of the Early Church
1. Motivate

What are some things you have sacrificed for?
· saved money from grocery budget to be able to buy Christmas decorations (first Christmas as a couple)
· put aside money for kids’ college
· gave up buying your favorite candy to be able to buy a present
· learned to set aside 10% of income and tithe
· gave time in busy schedule to help in a children’s ministry
· put up with noisy kids to have a summer back yard Bible Club for a week

2. Transition

The church has been built upon sacrifice.
· Jesus sacrificed His life for our sins.
· Today we study how the early church sacrificed and thrived.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Fledgling Church Thrives

Listen for an interesting lifestyle.

Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44  All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

How did those outside the body of believers respond to what they saw in the church? 
· many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles
· they were filled with awe, this caught the attention of everyone
· it demonstrated that something supernatural was happening

How did being a believer affect the believers’ relationships with one another? What radical action did they take to care for fellow believers?
· the believers were together
· they had everything in common
· they were generous with one another
· they were willing to sell their possessions to give to fellow believers as they had need



What suggests that worship and fellowship were important to the believers? 
1. they met together every day
1. they met in the temple
1. they met in homes
1. they ate meals together
1. they fellowshipped with “glad and sincere hearts”
1. praising God together

What are the benefits of being part of a church family in our churches today?
· prayer support. watch out for each other,  check up on each other
· young families can help senior adults in practical ways – yard work, home maintenance, transportation to grocery store or to doctor visits
· senior adults can encourage, pray for, and give needed advice from their years of experience
· men of the church can help single moms with vehicle maintenance 
· the church can minister to people in a benevolent ministry

How do you think our church should be more like the early church? 
· helping one another, financial support for those in need
· most of us have too much “stuff” … we could donate that in order to help people who are in need
· we can help in ways other than financial … donate time and skills to elderly and those with physical limitations
· see a need, meet it and draw people to Christ

In what ways will our church be different from the early church? Why? 
· lots of other needs, lots of other ways to meet those needs
· can be more organized about different types of ministry
· many different ways to communicate the Gospel today
· outreach can be regional, national, or international

How can we live with the tension of being generous while providing for your own needs?
· it must be a matter of faith
· I have to believe that God has prospered me so that I can be generous
· when I give from my resources, I must trust God that I will still have sufficient

3.2 Boldness for the Gospel

Listen for opposition to the gospel.

Acts 6:8-14 (NIV)  Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people. 9  Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)--Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue with Stephen, 10  but they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke. 11  Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, "We have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against Moses and against God." 12  So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13  They produced false witnesses, who testified, "This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 

What does it mean to be "full of God’s grace and power"? 
1. Stephen’s actions and attitudes display God’s presence in his life
1. God’s Holy Spirit was present in his life
1. Paul hadn’t written it yet, but Stephen’s life was showing the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, …
1. the miracles that were being demonstrated, gave validity to what he was preaching

If Stephen were alive today, how might other religious groups oppose him? 
1. start a smear campaign in social media
1. get him arrested for all manner of fake charges
1. stage demonstrations where he was preaching
1. maybe even try to get him assassinated 
1. bring legal suits against him

Verse 10 says that the opponents "could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking." How does Stephen's wisdom come from God, and how can we apply this to our own spiritual lives?
1. Stephen had known the teachings and ministry of Jesus
1. he was able to communicate what he knew and experienced
1. for us, we have the whole of Scripture
1. knowing and applying what God has given us in the Bible
1. living our lives according to God’s Truth in Scripture
1. submitting to the direction and empowering of God’s Holy Spirit, same as Stephen

Both Jesus and Stephen faced false accusations and were put on trial before religious leaders. What do these parallels suggest about the cost of following Christ?
1. God’s Truth will be opposed
1. many in today’s world do suffer severely for their professed faith
1. in our society it is possible to occasionally suffer derision and be made fun of
1. in some situations, in recent times, a Christian stance has suffered legal repercussions
1. even standing outside an abortion clinic, silently praying has resulted in someone’s arrest
1. we can encounter peer pressure against living a life of purity

What character qualities help a person face conflict or opposition? 
1. faith in God’s power and authority
1. tenacity, perseverance, single-mindedness 
1. assurance that God is with them
1. Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

3.3 Paul’s Life Turned Around

Listen for a reversal.

Acts 9:4-6, 19-20 (NIV)  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6  "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."… 19  and after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20  At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.

What significance is there in Jesus asking, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” (v. 4)?
1. Saul thought he was faithfully doing God’s work
1. this experience stopped him in his tracks
1. Saul was persecuting people who were turning away from mainstream Judaism and following the life and teachings of Jesus
1. he must have realized he was being confronted by God, Himself – actually, Jesus!

How does Saul’s response, “Who are you, Lord?” (v. 5), show his initial state of mind?
1. confusion, surprise
1. he must have realized it was God
1. it was surely a shock to think that Jesus was confronting him
1. he was struggling with the realization that Jesus was God

Why do you think Jesus specifically says, “It is hard for you to kick against the goads” (v. 5, in some translations, also Acts 26:14)?  What is the meaning of this metaphor?
1. Saul’s actions and efforts were futile
1. he was working against something that could not be stopped
1. he was hurting himself by going against the unstoppable force of the Gospel message

Why do you think Saul was so quick to begin preaching? What does this say about his conviction and the impact of his encounter with Jesus?
1. Saul seems to be an intense person
1. whatever he did, was with great passion and determination
1. once he was convinced of the Truth of who Jesus is and what Jesus had accomplished, he was just as passionate and energetic to preach the Gospel

How does Saul’s dramatic conversion highlight God’s power to change even the hardest hearts? How might this encourage us to pray for others?
1. we too often give up on someone we see who is anti-Christian 
1. we see someone who totally ignores God and pursues an ungodly lifestyle and feel there is no way they would ever allow God to change them
1. we get rebuffed when we try to witness, so we don’t bother to pursue or even pray for them
1. it is always God’s will that someone come to faith in Christ
1. so we can pray in God’s will for their salvation
Application

• Look for ways to invest in the lives of those in your Connect Group to create a stronger sense of biblical community.
• Ask God to give you a spirit of boldness to effectively share the life-changing gospel message in your neighborhood, workplace, and family.
• Pray for those who face persecution around the globe for standing as bold witnesses of the faith.
[bookmark: _Int_jylELioB]• Check out https://www.persecution.com/ to explore different ways to pray for the persecuted church around the globe.
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