12/9/2018
Joseph’s Obedience

1. Motivate

When have you experienced a surprising change of plans?

· someone got sick in the middle of the night, you gave up your sleep

· you had an accident and it changed the whole day (or maybe even several days)

· there was a hurricane/blizzard/tornado and the vacation was off

· the baby came early!

· the road was closed and you were late for the important meeting

· in the days following 9/11 all air transportation was close down and you were stuck away from home

· the company you worked for ended your position and you were without work

· your investment tanked and there went a large chunk of money you planned to use for retirement

2. Transition

Most of you have probably made plans for your Christmas celebrations

· Having your plans changed can be a challenge
· Following God’s plan for you will often require change in your life, but it’s worth it.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Disrupted Plans
Listen for Joseph’s initial response.
Matthew 1:18-19 (NIV) This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came  together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
According to verse 18, what happened to Mary while she and Joseph were engaged? 

· she was found to be pregnant

· God’s Holy Spirit worked a miracle in her body

What thoughts and feelings do you think Joseph had, hearing this news about his bride-to-be? 

· he thought she had been unfaithful and had relations with another man

· feared embarrassment for himself, for Mary, for her family

· he decided to end their engagement

· he thought to do it quietly so as not to make a public spectacle of her and her family

· he was probably hurt, maybe still loved her and didn’t want to disgrace her

God interrupted Joseph’s and Mary’s plans for their future.  In what ways might God interrupt your plans?

· on a trip, you are stopped or delayed and have an opportunity to witness

· you planned a night of TV and end up with an opportunity to have a heart to heart talk with one of your children

· you were going to go shopping and decide to visit a sick friend in the hospital, instead

· you had saved up your money for an extravagant purchase and God impresses upon you the need for a ministry project

In their culture, what options did Joseph have for dealing with this situation with Mary?

· marry her and live with the rumors and talk

· make a big deal of it and make sure to let people know it ‘WAS NOT ME”

· quietly end things without a big stink

According to our scripture passage, what positive character qualities did Joseph have? 

· said to be a righteous man

· he made “right” choices, decisions

· didn’t want to embarrass, disgrace Mary or her family

How did Joseph’s “being a just/righteous man” affect his decision?

· a just or righteous man would do the right thing

· at this point we see he planned to quietly end the relationship

· we will see he obeyed what God told him to do

· that is always the right thing, the just thing to do

Why do you think God chose this sequence of events surrounding the birth of the Messiah?  Why not wait until Mary and Joseph were married – much less embarrassing?

· everyone would conclude that the son was the result of normal marital relations

· it would not be so obvious that the Messiah was not a normal human

· this way proves that God alone was the “father” of the Messiah – it was a miraculous conception

· other people might doubt Mary’s purity, but she knew for certain that the child was not the son of Joseph … it was the Son of  God.

3.2 God’s Plan Revealed
Listen for God’s plan.
Matthew 1:20-23 (NIV)   But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  22  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23  "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."
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 As a bit of an aside, note how the angel addressed Joseph as “son of David.”  This was not the name of Joseph’s father.  So, how was Joseph’s ancestry significant? 

· Joseph was reminded of his lineage 

· it went all the way back to King David

· this spoke to the prophecy that the Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah, in the line of David

· even though Joseph was not the physical father, he was the earthly father figure … in the line of David

· note that Mary was also in the lineage of King David

Why did Joseph change his plans to divorce Mary?  

· the angel in a dream told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife

· the angel revealed that the pregnancy was a divine miracle worked by God

· Joseph was told that this was an answer to prophecy

· he learned that this was part of God’s great plan

How does God help us overcome our fears to follow His directions, especially in a change of plans?

· gives us direct instructions

· reminds us of His presence, His power

· gives us all His promises

· reminds us of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives to enable and empower us for serving and obeying Him

(* Show video here … then discuss the question below)
Agree or disagree ? Joseph could have chosen to resist God’s plan for his future with Mary.
	Agree
	Disagree

	· he had a free will

· God never forces Himself or His will on us

· he says “yes” … implied is that he could have said “no”
	· God chose him, what else could he do

· It was imperative that he obey

· the angel didn’t ask, he said this is what’s going to happen


Joseph was obedient to God in a very stressful situation.  What kinds of direction or encouragement would God want us to know in stressful situations?

· trust Me, I’ve got things under control

· just like I was with Joseph, I’m with you!
· I can supply your needs

· what seems bad I can make work for good 

· My plans for you will not be thwarted, will not be ruined

· you need to demonstrate obedience and trust in this situation

· it will be a testimony to others around you, a help and encouragement to them when they face similar situations

3.3 Align with God’s Plan
Listen for Joseph’s response.
Matthew 1:24-25 (NIV)  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
How did Joseph respond to his dream?

· he did what the angel had commanded

· he ceased the divorce procee3dings

· he took Mary as his wife

· he named the baby Jesus

What do these verses teach us about Joseph?

· teachable

· obedient

· a man of faith

Joseph responded positively to the angel’s declarations … why do we sometimes fear God working through us in unique or unexpected ways?

· sometimes God’s working in and through us can cause some inconvenience

· it might require work

· it’s not the way we are used to 

· we don’t think “outside the box”

· we tend to limit God – we think He should do it the way we envision

· we may have a misconception of God’s power, authority, creativity

What happens when we limit God and don’t go along with His way of accomplishing His will?

· God does not choose to go against our will … we miss out on His special workings

· we miss out on God’s blessings by not participating in His workings

· you miss out on the opportunities God desired for you

· God’s ultimate will is never thwarted, but we can make bad choices for which we suffer consequences

Consider there were some things Joseph did not know of the future.

· the difficulty of traveling to Bethlehem with a pregnant wife.

· the threat to the baby’s life by King Herod 

· a forced and extended trip of escape to Egypt

· how much people would whisper about and mistreat Mary and Jesus in the future

How should  God’s Christmas plan influence your plans all year long?

· submission to His will
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involvement in ministries of God’s Kingdom

· service to Him

· consistent walk with Jesus

· trusting Him daily for victorious Christian living

Application
Adjust Your Thinking. 

· Maybe your perspective on something is out of sync with God’s.

· Pray and ask God to help you see life from His point of view. 

· Pray for the mind of Christ 

Adjust Your Trust. 

· A key component to adjusting your life to God’s involves trust. 

· Review the different areas of your life 

· Identify the ways you should fully trust God in each of those areas.

Adjust Your Obedience. 

· The essence of trust is obedience. 

· What is a specific area in your life where you need to obey God this week? 

· Wake up now from spiritual slumber to a life of obedience.


A video is available as an illustration of this part of the lesson.  To view it go to � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_e2z1cgi2" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_e2z1cgi2� Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybuyf2fh" �https://tinyurl.com/ybuyf2fh�  





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Word Search





I must say, I do like Christmas.  What a wonderful story!  But that doesn’t excuse you from finding all those words from the list on the right.  Do you want to end up with coal in your Christmas stocking?   Humph! 


When you get stuck go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y82bzmka" �https://tinyurl.com/y82bzmka� 
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