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Let the Dead Bury their Dead

1. Motivate

What kind of events or causes produce the effect of people “jumping on the bandwagon”?
· a political movement

· a protest

· people joining together to help someone or some place that has experienced a tragedy

· a new product that everyone wants when it first comes out (Cabbage Patch dolls comes to mind)

· hundreds or thousands of people comment on someone’s Facebook post

· a news program or a politician says something outrageous and people react in opposition
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some famous person shows up in your town and you want to meet or at least see them and you join the crowd.

2. Transition

It is easy to get involved in some popular cause.
· Today we study how Jesus responded to three people who wanted to join Him as disciples.

· If we would follow Jesus, He requires priority over all other commitments
3. Bible Study

3.1 No Guarantee of Comfort
Listen for the “no guarantee.”
Luke 9:57-58 (NIV)  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58  Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."
For what kinds of reasons might the man have volunteered to follow Jesus “wherever you go”?

· saw that Jesus was popular

· saw the miracles Jesus was doing

· Jesus definitely had a charisma that drew people to him

· he wanted to learn from Jesus’ deep teaching

· he saw the authority that Jesus demonstrated

What words and phrases did Jesus use to try to discourage the man?

· foxes have holes

· birds have nests

· the Son of Man (Jesus) really has no place to call home

Why do you think Jesus responded the way He did? What did Jesus want the man to understand about being His disciple? 
· following Jesus was not a “walk in the park”, it’s “no picnic”

· he would be inconvenienced, this is not an easy life

· we’re not on a vacation – like going to a conference at a resort hotel

· some people commit to following and serving Jesus but don’t realize the “cost” or the level of commitment required

· Following Jesus is serious business, not to be entered into lightly

· enthusiasm alone does not take you through the hard work and opposition that you can face
What kind of personal comforts are important to our lives in our culture today?

· a nice car

· a pleasant home

· an attractive yard

· enjoyable hobbies and free time

· home entertainment, movies

· major vacation expenses

· social gatherings

How can these things hold us back from following Jesus more completely?

· we know we may have to give them up completely or curtail them drastically

· the time and energy required to serve the Lord take away from hobby and relaxation time

· friends may not understand if we were to no longer join them for sports or social outings

3.2 Delayed Obedience
Listen for one man’s excuse.
Luke 9:59-60 (NIV)  He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60  Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."
Who took the initiative in this encounter?   What was the request?

· in this example, Jesus did the asking

· “Follow me”

· come be my disciple

The man wanted to “go and bury my father.”  What different possibilities might this have implied?

· may have meant the father just died – an important responsibility to attend to the funeral

· may have meant the father was elderly, in poor health and required a care giver

· may have meant the dad was a long ways from death, but still the son needed to be there to assume his family duty

What was Jesus’ unusual reply? 
· let the dead bury the dead

· you should be involved in proclaiming the kingdom/rule of God

What is the major assignment given to those who follow Jesus?
· the Great Commission

· taking the Gospel Message to all peoples

· those immediately around us and people in places where they have never heard the name of Jesus

· involvement in both going and sending the Gospel locally, regionally, world wide 
What reason for not committing to discipleship does this man exemplify?  What loyalties conflict with our allegiance to God?

· feel a strong pull to family ties

· more concerned about family relationships than about obedience to Go

· afraid to leave the cocoon of familiar home and family
· loyalties to a career

· loyalties to maintaining our current fine lifestyle

· loyalties to our “stuff”, our materialistic outlook

· loyalties to our life goals (which might not include God)
Why did Jesus encourage the one man to place such little value on family responsibilities? 
· may have known it was an excuse

· may have known there was an extended family who could be caring for the father

· Jesus sees the high priority of spreading the gospel

· involvement in spiritual ministries should be more important
· Family responsibilities are important, but loving and serving Jesus is immensely more so

3.3 Moving Forward vs. Looking Back
Listen for another excuse.
Luke 9:61-62 (NIV)  Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." 62  Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."
How was this man’s offer similar to the first man’s offer? 
· the man initiated the offer to volunteer

· wanted to follow Jesus as His disciple

How was his request similar to the second man’s? 
· had a task that would delay joining Jesus

· had a family tie that was immediately a priority

How does the proverb in verse 62 fit the situation of the third man? 
· looking back as you plow causes a crooked furrow

· looking back keeps you from going straight ahead

What reason for not committing to discipleship does this man exemplify?
· people who don’t focus on what is ahead

· people who want to keep past activities and relationships in addition to involvement in spiritual ministries

· in some degree this is not a both-and involvement

· serving God is an either-or situation – either you do follow and serve, or you don’t

What excuses might people make in our culture today when asked to serve the Lord?

· I have to pay off school bills

· I’m already committed to other responsibilities

· I have little kids at home to take care of

· my job is very time demanding

· there’s lots of other folks more talented and capable than I am

Agree or disagree … Telling Jesus “later” is the same as saying “no.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· putting it off is just an excuse 

· when you delay, you probably have no intent of carrying through

· you hope God will “forget” His call (which is what you will do)

· putting off a decision makes it harder to make the decision
	· you might have a legitimate issue to deal with before you commit

· you need training before you can commit to a task

· the request is ill defined, you cannot judge right now whether or not it is doable


Why is preoccupation with temporal affairs a hindrance to receiving spiritual blessings from following Jesus?

· Jesus demands that He be first in our lives

· anything less than giving Jesus our best will result in missing out on Jesus best for us

· those temporal affairs (material things, prestige, popularity) become idols in our lives

· God deserves our best … our time, our talents, our treasure

· Jesus was not sidetracked with temporal issues … neither should we be

What are some practical steps in how we respond to Jesus call to follow Him?

· be aware of His message to you … in God’s Word, daily

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit as you read/hear the teaching of God’s Word – trust, obey

· spend daily time with God – you acquire a sense of God’s power and authority and love for you that guides your steps

· volunteer for responsibilities in your church – God will make plain what type of ministry He intends for you


Application
Let go of the past. 

· The rearview mirror is a useful tool in driving, but there is a reason that it is not the size of the windshield. 

· Do not let the past become more important than where God is leading you today.

· Focus on Christ daily as you follow Him and embrace what lies ahead.

Evaluate your priorities. 

· Realize following Jesus includes no guarantee of comfort. 

· Look for ways your desire for personal comfort has hindered you from truly following Jesus. 

· Remove those hindrances and allow Jesus to have top priority.

Follow Jesus with immediate obedience. 

· If there is an area in your life where you have delayed your obedience, understand that this is disobedience. 

· Repent and act immediately on what you know Christ is calling you to do.
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Correct the Words

Other Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/y5adzxq9
A video for the introduction of the lesson is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_w885ggd0" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_w885ggd0�


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5adzxq9" �https://tinyurl.com/y5adzxq9� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Several words in the Bible story above are incorrect. Some are a close spelling, others are simply the wrong word. All the correct words are listed alphabetically below. Cross out each incorrect word and write the correct word above it. Look up the Scripture passage if you wish for help.








Luke 9:57 – 62 (TLB) As they were running along someone said to Jesus, “I will always lead you no matter where you follow.” But Peter replied, “Remember, I don’t even own a pillow to lay my feet. Foxes have dense to live in, and squirrels have nests, but I, the Rabbi, have no earthly house at all.” Another time, when he invited a woman to come with him and to be his epistle, the man agreed—but wanted to delay until his mother’s death. Jesus replied, “Let those without temporal life concern themselves with stuff like that.  Your job is to come and discuss the coming of the company of God to all the universe.” Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will go, but first let me ask acquiescence of those at home.” But Jesus told him, “Everybody who lets himself be unfocused from the work I plan for him is not ready for the Kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar.”
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