4/26/2020
Love

1. Motivate

How do the people you love (whether close friends, spouse, or family members) know that you love them?
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what you say to them

· how you say it to them

· if your actions then match your words

· you make them feel important

· you do what is best for them

· timing … say the right thing at the right time

· do nice things for them without being asked or without expectation of kindness in return

· always be careful when your spouse asks “do I look OK in this outfit”  !!!

· considerate treatment, fairness, kindness, understanding

2. Transition

Jesus spoke to the issue of how to love.

· He said we should base every relationship on the unconditional love He has for us

· Jesus challenges us to let love permeate every relationship.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Grounded in God’s Love
What kind of skill have you learned by watching someone else repeatedly perform the skill? 

· cooking

· woodworking

· auto mechanic

· woodcarving

· artistic painting

· teaching

How was this method of learning more effective than just reading a book about the skill?

· you see the moves

· you take note of little details that cannot be communicated only in print

Listen for How Christ teaches us by His example.

John 15:9-10 (NIV)  "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.

How does Christ teach us by example?

· He obeyed His Father’s commands

· He remained in His Father’s love

What appeal to the disciples (and to us) did Jesus make in these verses?

· remain in my love

· obey my commands

· follow my example

What evidence does Jesus mention about abiding in Christ’s love?

· obedience of Christ’s commands

· follow Christ’s example of obedience

· Christ’s joy is in us

· joy made complete
How would you describe the connection between “remaining in love” and “obeying commandments”?

· when we know God loves us, we realize His commandments are for our own good

· we realize the commandments will not be burdensome, arduous, or troubling

· we want to please Jesus who loves us

· we can follow the example of Jesus who obeyed His Father’s commands

· when you love your parents, obedience is one way of demonstrating that love

· a child that knows they are loved and loves in return wants to do nothing that would disappoint or hurt that love relationship

· contrast the child who child who obeys out of fear 
· or who disobeys as an act of rebellion – questioning or doubting the love of his/her parents
How do we sometimes miss the connection between love and obedience?
· we focus on one without paying attention to the other

· we are so focused on doing what we think to be the right thing (obedience), we do so to the hurt of someone else

· we are so focused on “love” (say, romantically), we disobey what we know to be God’s commands

· or we want to be nice and show kindness/love but act foolishly and don’t act responsibly

What does this passage tell us about God’s design for our class, our church?

· God wants joy for us

· even when times are tough we can know assurance of God’s love

· the church, the Body of Christ will support one another with love

· when we are walking in God’s love, it will be contagious, it will be passed along

3.2 Imitate Jesus’ Love For Us
Listen for how to love others.
John 15:11-12 (NIV)  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
What is the antecedent to the pronoun “this” (NIV) or the words “these things” (KJV) in verse 11? 
· obedience and love

· when we obey, when we act in love, this is what completes our joy

What was the standard Jesus gave for His disciples to use in measuring their love?
· love each other as I have loved you

· Jesus demonstrated ultimate love when He died in our place

· that’s how much we should love others

· maybe not always to die for them, but that kind of love will cost us something

So, what does it look like to love others in the same way Jesus has loved us?
· we don’t show kindness and love just when it is convenient

· we must be willing to go out of our way in ministering to others

· it can cost us money, time, physical energy

· we can spend emotional energy

How have you experienced the joy of someone showing love to you during the recent pandemic?
· someone delivered groceries 

· people called to check  up on our family

· young people came and did yard work for us

· neighbors checked on our house when we had to be away

· people from our class faithfully prayed for us

When do you struggle with loving others the way Jesus has loved you?
· when the other person is not so nice – they treat us bad, they are ugly, they smell

· when they repeatedly act like they expect it

· when no thanks is expressed

· they have previously treated us badly, why should I do anything nice for them now?

· you know good and well, their repeated bad choices has gotten into this mess 

· we feel they don’t deserve any help because of the way they have acted in the past
(but of course, that is true about all of us – and Jess still loved us enough to die for us) 

According to verse 11, if we truly love and obey then God’s joy is within us, it is a completed joy.  In what ways does this happen?  How is God’s joy manifested in you?  How is it made complete?

· you have the assurance that He is in charge, even when life gets tough

· you experience His sufficiency to deal with all kinds of situations

· you are able to see God’s hand at work in your life in both good times and bad times

· you come to realize the difference between happiness and joy … you can have God’s joy, whether you are grieving or celebrating

· you learn more and more that loving obedience is the key to this joy

3.3 Love for Others Means Sacrifice
Listen for sacrifice.
John 15:13-14 (NIV)  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what I command.
According to Jesus, what was the greatest act of love?
· lay down one’s life for a friend

What does it mean for a person to lay down his life? 
· can be literal, such as one soldier diving on a live grenade to save his buddies

· can also mean give of one’s resources – time, finances, energy, skills – to help someone else

What does it mean to be friends with Jesus? How do we show we are His friends?
· obey His commandments

· follow His teachings

· trust Him daily

· live depending on His indwelling presence in your life

When have you experienced the power of sacrificial love?
· parents worked hard to provide for you

· people who ministered to you during an illness

· folks who helped you get out of a financial crisis

· someone took the time and risked friendship to give sorely needed advice

· someone who intervened when a child was in trouble

· a friend who stood with us when we were in legal trouble

What opportunities do you have to “lay down your life” for others? What does it look like to love others the way Jesus loves us?

· we might not end up dying for someone else, but we can give up things to help others

· I might forego a purchase I wanted to make it possible that a child or grandchild was able to do something special

· give of your valuable time to help someone with a need they had

· dedicate a time in my schedule each day to join others in prayer for a special ministry of our church or our mission

· willing to drive across town, out of my way to enable some kids to come to a special program

· donate skills to do help a family in need

· share the Gospel 
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· pray faithfully for children, grandchildren

Application
Give a small gift. 
· Give an unexpected gift to someone who needs it. 
· Attach this simple note: Thank you for playing an important role in my life.”

Reach out. 
· Think of a relationship that has become stale, or even hostile. 
· Make a phone call to see if you can revive or refresh that connection.

Make a major sacrifice. 
· Think of something that hinders your closest relationships—golf clubs, salon appointments, cable TV, a car payment, and so on.
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Then get rid of it! 
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A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_ylgfykb7" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_ylgfykb7�  If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/wpg3sk2" �https://tinyurl.com/wpg3sk2� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Crossword Puzzle


Clues and words taken from John 15:9 – 14 (NIV)














Across


2. if you _?_ my commands


5. so my _?_ may be in you


6. As the _?_ has loved me


8. my friends if you do what I _?_


9. lay _?_ his life


12. _?_ love has no one than this


14. my command is _?_, love each other





Down


1. your joy may be _?_


3. as I have loved _?_


4. so I have _?_ you


7. _?_ in my love


10. love each _?_


11. lay down his life for his _?_


13. I have _?_ you this
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