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Mary’s Trust



1. Motivate

What are some things you trust to work even though you don’t know how they work?
· starting the car
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stopping the car, the breaks

· Wi-Fi, the Internet, cell phone

· Cable, satellite TV

· my 3D printer

· Amazon Prime

· ball point pens

· the kids’ calculators

· online ordering

2. Transition

Fortunately, understanding how something works is not a prerequisite for using it.

· Mary didn’t completely understand God’s working in her life, but she embraced God’s call.
· Likewise we must embrace God’s call on our lives.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust God’s Presence
Listen for a startling revelation.
Luke 1:26-30 (NIV)  In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27  to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28  The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 29  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.
How could we describe Mary, based on this passage?

· a virgin

· pledged/espoused to be married to Joseph

· angel announces she is highly favored and God is with her

· she was afraid (greatly troubled), wondered who this really was

What does it mean to be “espoused”?  Why is that an important detail of the narrative?

· similar to engagement in our culture

· was a year of engagement relationship prior to the formal marriage

· could not be broken except by a formal “divorce” process

· more than just wearing a ring

· took more than giving (or taking) the ring back to end it

· when this encounter with the angel occurred, Mary was within this year of engagement 

· the marriage ceremony had not yet occurred

· the marriage had yet to be consummated physically

Why was Mary troubled?

· you’d be troubled too if an angel appeared with you

· this was not the typical “Shalom” greeting, no “Howdy, miss” or “Good morning, ma’am ”

· how could this be good news … looked like life might change or be interrupted in a big way

On what grounds did Gabriel urge Mary not to be afraid?

· the Lord is with you

· God, Himself favored her, approved of her

· “you have found favor with God”

Since Luke did not cite any Old Testament reference to a virgin birth, what might have been the significance of Luke’s identifying  Mary as a virgin?

· she was going to bear a child without having sexual relations

· it supports the fact that Jesus was not human alone, he was also God
· it emphasizes the fact that Jesus was both wholly man and wholly God

Since Jesus existed before time, why is it significant that He come as a baby?

· speaks to His humanity

· if He just appeared in human form (as He occasionally did in the Old Testament) He would not be considered human

How do you think God specifically chose Mary?

· she lived at the right time and in the right place

· God desired to bring blessing to Mary … God’s grace at work

· she was receiving a blessing, favor she did not merit/deserve

· she had not done anything to deserve the honor of bearing the Messiah

· she was an ordinary young woman, God had sovereignly chosen to bless

How about today … how does God choose people today?  How does He favor us and choose us for special tasks?

· in a sense we are all chosen to do special tasks for the Lord

· each believer is gifted (favored) by the Holy Spirit, enabled for service

· God doesn’t need us but he chooses to work through His children for specific tasks

· some of the tasks are high profile … 

· evangelists, 

· musicians, 

· teachers

· people who give large sums of money

· some of the tasks to which He calls us are low profile … 

· prayer warriors,

· church bus mechanics

· people who faithfully maintain church facilities

· ladies who rock little children in the nursery

3.2 Trust God’s Plan
Listen for titles and descriptions given.
Luke 1:31-34 (NIV)  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33  and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."   "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"
What description to we see here about the child Mary would bear?

· would be a son, she should name him Jesus

· He would be great, He would be called “Son of the Most High”

· God would give him the throne of his father David

· He would rule over the house of Jacob forever, His kingdom would never end.

What is the significance of the names and titles given to this child?

	Name
	Significance

	Jesus
	A version of the name Joshua – Joseph told in Matthew 1:21 “…give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  

	Son of the Most High
	· contrast to “prophet of …” title given to John

· Most High ( God

· Jesus would be God, divine … at the same time, human

	Given throne of David
	· born of the line of David, recall the Davidic covenant

· would be a king with a throne – not a literal or political kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom

	Kingdome include House of Jacob
	· A Hebrew patriarch

· name changed to Israel – for whom the nation was named


Note that the “Kingdom of God” is the realm where God rules.  Therefore, in what way is Jesus to be King today?

· King of our lives

· ruler over the church – the body of believers

· to sit on the throne of our hearts and minds

How is this kingdom different from other kingdoms?

· spiritual kingdom … not political, does not possess land or geographical territory

· the King has infinite power and authority

· the source of the power, is the King, himself (not in the size or skill of His army)

· the subjects of the kingdom can choose whether or not to obey – the king does not force His authority on believers

We experience few apparent angel appearances today. How do believers, this kingdom’s subjects, know what the King wants of them?

· God's Word

· circumstances – opened and closed “doors” of opportunity

· Godly advice

· God's Spirit urging, encouraging, speaking

3.3 Trust God’s Power
Listen for evidence of God’s power.
Luke 1:35-38 (NIV) The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  36  Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.  37  For nothing is impossible with God." 38  "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her.
What are some reactions by the world to the concept of Jesus being born to a virgin?

· impossible

· pretty sick, a deity having sex with a human

· obviously a myth

· shows the Bible is merely a bunch of fairy tales

· how can you believe that stuff?

How did Gabriel explain Mary’s conception?

· Spirit of God would “overshadow” her

· was not  a case of God having sex with a human

· would be a miracle spiritually and physically 

Why, then,  was it so important that Jesus be conceived by and born of a virgin?  What did this have to do with salvation?

· otherwise He would be just another human, Jesus would have been a man who became God … this way, He was God who became a man

· this makes Him both fully human and fully God

· also speaks to the issue of humans being born into sin … born with a sinful nature

· Jesus was born without that sinful nature … He was perfect (the unblemished Lamb)

· Since Jesus had no sin, He was not condemned … He took our sin, our condemnation

List some of the emotions she was probably experiencing.
· puzzled

· fearful

· incredulous

· doubtful

· troubled

· humble

· accepting

So, with all those emotions, how did Mary respond to the angels message?
· I am the Lord’s servant 

· May it be to me as you have said

· she accepted God’s plan for her, she embraced God’s call

· the passage implies simple and more or less immediate acceptance – took great faith!

How can we similarly respond to God’s call on our lives?

·  live like nothing is impossible with God

· trust in His power, authority and love with obedience

· believe that same way for our children and grandchildren
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Application
Commit. 

· List fears you struggle to overcome and commit them to the Lord. 

· You might even say out loud, “Lord, I commit the fear of _____________ to you.”

Obey. 

· If you feel you’re facing an impossible situation, maybe there’s a step of obedience that needs to be your first step. 

· Meditate on the verse: “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

· Step out in trust as God empowers you to obey Him.

Serve. 

· Opportunities abound to selflessly meet the needs of someone else. 

· Ask God to open your eyes to a way you can serve someone.
Crossword – Luke 1:26 – 38 (NIV)
A video is available for the introduction.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_835ynodp" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_835ynodp� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybzcslfz" �https://tinyurl.com/ybzcslfz� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video is also available for the application


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_kw7idh0e" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_kw7idh0e� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybbj9dxs" �https://tinyurl.com/ybbj9dxs� 





More Family Activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y6v2qw4m" �https://tinyurl.com/y6v2qw4m� 





Down


1. The Holy Spirit will come _?_ you


2. "Son of the _?_ High"


4. she who is _?_ is in her sixth month


5. His kingdom will never _?_


7. _?_ is impossible with God


11. Elizabeth would have a child in her _?_ age


13. "Don't be _?_"








Across


3. He will reign over the house of _?_


6. Joseph was a _?_ of David


8. Mary was a _?_


9. God will give Him the _?_ of David"


10. Mary was _?_ favored


12. Mary was _?_ troubled


14. Month God sent the angel to Mary.











