6/7/2026	Meeting Needs
1. Motivate

When have you been caught off-guard by an unexpected request for help?
· neighbor needed help with car/garden/yard
· someone needed a substitute teacher for a class 
· one of the kids told us at breakfast they needed 2 doz. cookies for school that day
· someone in the family started yelling “no toilet paper in here!”
· wife called from downtown about a flat on her car
· husband called late afternoon said he was bringing the boss home for dinner
· church called, they need one of us to do special music tomorrow morning
· choir director said the soloist was sick, “could you sing that part?”

2. Transition

People have all kinds of needs.
· Jesus met needs for all kinds of people.
· Meeting needs is an opportunity to introduce others to Jesus. 

3. Bible StudyA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/ycybwber  If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file from https://tinyurl.com/4cnnvntw 


3.1 Be Willing to Help when You Can

Listen for who is willing.

Luke 5:12-16 (NIV)  While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." 13  Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" And immediately the leprosy left him. 14  Then Jesus ordered him, "Don't tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 15  Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16  But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

How did the sick man show boldness?
· even though a leper, came right up to Jesus
· bowed down right in front of Him
· begged for healing … “If you are willing”

 Why might he have questioned Jesus even though he believed Jesus was capable of healing him? 
· just being polite
· maybe afraid Jesus would send him away as a leper
· believed Jesus was able to heal
· not sure if Jesus willing … lepers were supposed to stay away from other people

Jesus received the man, proving His willingness to heal.
· “I am willing”
· “Be clean” 

Jesus gave double instructions, “Don’t” and “Do” … why?
	Don’t
	Do

	· tell anyone
· Jesus didn’t want to become a celebrity just because of miracles 
· didn’t want crowds coming just for what they could gain
	· go to the priests
· offer sacrifices
· will be a testimony/proof of your total healing




Being affected with a disease that made him an outcast, what must it have been like for the man to have been touched by Jesus? 
· maybe afraid Jesus would be infected
· possibly wondering if Jesus really hadn’t noticed the severity of his disease
· at the same time received encouragement (“warm fuzzies”) of someone’s touch
· hadn’t been touched by anyone since infected with leprosy
· realized Jesus love and concern/compassion for him

What are some of the ways in which Jesus will use us and still manages to “touch” people who are sick and in need today? 
· ministry from fellow members of the Body of Christ, the Church
· help in practical ways from fellow believers
· encouraging notes, emails, texts, calls, visits
· prayer support and rejoicing together when God brings healing and recovery
· even when an illness is terminal, fellow Christians bring encouragement, communicate compassion, help the family

Note what drove Jesus to withdraw in solitude to pray.
· News about Him spread more and more.
· Despite Jesus’ warning, the news about the healing spread.
· Crowds of people came for healing.
· Jesus needed time alone with God the Father.
· Implies that in our busyness we need a similar time with God. 

3.2 Invite Others to Follow Jesus

Listen for obedience.

Luke 5:27-28 (NIV)   After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, 28  and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.

Some translations say Levi was a “publican”.  What is a “publican”? 
· In this context, NOT a person who operates a “pub” or in England, a “public house” where alcohol and food is served
· In this passage it was a person who collected taxes and tolls for the Roman government
· They supplemented their income by collecting an added on  percentage of whatever the government tax was

What invitation did Jesus give to this tax collector? How did Levi respond?
· Jesus simply said “Follow me.”
· Levi got up
· left everything
· followed Jesus

We know this was a similar invitation or call to what Jesus gave to disciples who had been fishermen.  How would leaving this job been different from leaving a fisherman’s occupation?
· if the new relationship didn’t work out, fishermen could go back to fishing
· a former tax collector for Rome could probably not be able to go back to that job
· was more of a permanent decision for Levi (Matthew)

What reasons could Jesus have had for calling Levi, an unpopular Jewish official, and then a deserter to the Roman government, to follow Him? 
· Jesus knew Levi probably had few friends (only other tax collectors)
· likely even dissatisfied in his life, lonely
· at the same time was someone with skills, intelligence
· Jesus saw the potential of such a man
· indeed, this Matthew was the disciple who wrote the Gospel of Matthew

What do people find most difficult to leave behind when they follow Jesus? 
· bad habits – anger, foul language, substance abuse
· previous forms of entertainment
· places we go, friends we hang out with,may involve severing a romantic relationship
· a lucrative job

When Jesus called Matthew to “follow” Him, it included a literal coming along with Jesus and following Him around for 3 years.  How can we “follow” Christ today? 
· leave previous pursuits which are ungodly, which don’t honor the Lord
· follow Jesus’ teachings 
· live by the principles Jesus lived and taught
· pay attention to what Jesus said and did
· follow the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit
· bringing our attention to a particular verse or passage
· opening and closing doors of opportunity
· placing specific thoughts and urgings in our minds and hearts
3.3 Invite Everybody, Anybody: Come to Jesus

Listen for an accusation.

Luke 5:29-32 (NIV)  Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 31  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

What did Levi do that suggests the depth of his commitment to Jesus and his desire that others come to know Jesus as he did? 
· had a big banquet for Jesus
· invited all his tax collector friends (maybe only friends he had)
· Matthew 9 says “many tax collectors and ‘sinners’”
· Pharisees and other teachers of the law use the same phrase in verse 30

Why would this gathering be suspect to some like scribes and Pharisees? 
· Jesus was an up and coming rabbi
· scribes and Pharisees would expect Him to associate with the right kind of people
· here He is with tax collectors and other sinners

How did Jesus answer their critical inquiry?  Who needs Jesus? 
· makes an analogy
· healthy people (non-sinners) don’t need a doctor (Savior)
· Jesus didn’t come to minister to the righteous
· Jesus came to provide salvation to sinners who repent

God could be using you in your circle of acquaintances to draw people to Jesus.
· People you hang out with
· Fellow workers
· Neighbors
· Family members
· In general people you know and associate with or do business with … who need Jesus

How can we follow Jesus’ example of associating with society’s and religion’s outcasts without compromising Christian values?
· minister to their needs
· treat them with kindness
· share how God met your needs
· invite them to your Christian celebrations – special church programs, family events

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Confess. 
· Pray and ask God to reveal sinful thoughts or prejudices that might negatively impact your compassion for people. 
· Confess your sin to God and genuinely repent.

Assess. 
· Prayerfully consider your circle of family, friends, and acquaintances. 
· What unmet needs do they have? 
· Select one person to help and develop an action plan to meet the need compassionately.

Express. 
· Share your desire to serve with your pastor, a staff member at your church, or a mature believer.
· Consider ways you can meet unmet needs in the church and in your community.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]“Mes amis, our good Baptist consulate in Magan Naniuegas has transmitted to us a communiqué of the utmost delicacy from two trusted agents among the local faithful. The underground church desires that their dear brothers and sisters in Christ should not forget a truth most profound and essential. Alas! Captain Hastings is absent, enjoying himself at some tedious golf affair abroad, and therefore the burden falls upon us.  You will observe, I think, that the clue words from your Bible study, when arranged with order and precision, will reveal the correspondence between the letters and the mysterious numbers contained within the message. It is a matter requiring not brute force, no, but the exercise of the little grey cells. I beg of you, proceed with all possible haste!”  Should you need the assistance, go to https://tinyurl.com/4cnnvntw where additional Fun Family Activities are also found.
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