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Nehemiah – Protect 

1. Motivate

What are some reasons people choose not to get involved in social issues? 
· can’t be bothered

· too many fakes

· too many bleeding heart liberals

· some of the social issues are bogus

· I’m too busy with my own problems

· there’s other more important issues (IMHO)

· people are not dealing with the real issues

· those who are involved are going at the wrong solutions
2. Transition

Nehemiah was confronted by people in significant need, today we study how he responded.

· As Christians, we cannot separate who we are from what we do.
· We are called to respond to those in need around us, also.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Don’t Take Advantage
Listen for struggles.
Nehemiah 5:1-5 (NIV)  Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their Jewish brothers. 2  Some were saying, "We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain." 3  Others were saying, "We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine." 4  Still others were saying, "We have had to borrow money to pay the king's tax on our fields and vineyards. 5  Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our countrymen and though our sons are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others."
What issues are identified as creating hardship for some people? 
· we are struggling to get enough food for our families

· we having to mortgage our property in order to purchase food

· we must borrow money to pay taxes

· we’ve had to sell our kids as indentured servants, slaves

Think about what is going on in this story of Nehemiah’s project.  What caused the Israelites’ these problems?

· the people are so busy building the wall (as volunteers)

· they don’t have time to go about their regular jobs, their farming activities

· they have no grain for their families’ needs

· let alone nothing to sell – except for selling some of their family into permanent servanthood, slavery 
Why might those who suffered feel trapped in an endless cycle of despair?
· once you sell or mortgage your land,  you have nothing left 

· you’re deeper and deeper in debt and now have no means of earning more money

How does discord among God’s people interrupt God’s work?
· no longer working together, pooling our efforts

· we end up working against each other

· would be like two draft animals pulling in opposite directions, instead of combining their strengths and pulling in the same direction

· then God’s work is not done, it is in effect impeded

Why are “enemies” among us and within us more difficult to deal with than enemies from the outside?
· we feel betrayed

· aren’t we in this task together?

· why are you hurting someone who is just like you?

Consider Leviticus 25:35-38 (NIV) "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. 36  Do not take interest of any kind from him, but fear your God, so that your countryman may continue to live among you. 37  You must not lend him money at interest or sell him food at a profit. 38  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.
So, why is what the rich returnees had done to the poor so wrong?
· it specifically goes against the Law God had given them so many years ago

· they were not allowed to profit by moneylending to fellow Jews.

Can you think of any ways in which the church can exploit or take advantage of inequalities between members? Take a look in James 2.

· we are sure to be nice to those who have money and are likely to fund a new project

· but the poor are not treated nearly so nice

· potential benefactors are given VIP treatment

· those who desperately need benevolent help are required to stand in line outside or sent away  “go down to the city mission or the Salvation Army, they can help” 

How should your identity in Christ affect your business dealings? 

· honesty and integrity

· kindness and benevolence

· don’t take unfair advantage of others

· as God blesses, we are called to be generous

· even in difficult times, we can display generosity with what we do have
3.2 Honor God with Your Actions
Listen for Nehemiah’s response.
Nehemiah 5:6-11 (NIV)  When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry.  7  I pondered them in my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, "You are exacting usury from your own countrymen!" So I called together a large meeting to deal with them  8  and said: "As far as possible, we have bought back our Jewish brothers who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are selling your brothers, only for them to be sold back to us!" They kept quiet, because they could find nothing to say.  9  So I continued, "What you are doing is not right. Shouldn't you walk in the fear of our God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies?  10  I and my brothers and my men are also lending the people money and grain. But let the exacting of usury stop!  11  Give back to them immediately their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the usury you are charging them--the hundredth part of the money, grain, new wine and oil."
Nehemiah  "was very angry". Why is this a proper response?

· it is God’s settled response to sin. 
· True godly anger is right - it is hating what God hates. 
· However … often our anger though is simply a response to us not getting our own way.

If we don’t feel anger at sin, what is wrong?
· maybe we’re involved in that sin

· or some other sin

· we have hardened our hearts to the sin around us

· we too easily tolerate that sin – either in ourselves or in others 

· we are not in fear/awe of God’s righteousness and holiness

· we are not taking into account how much God hates, cannot tolerate sin

Why was the second step of “pondering in his mind”  a wise response.  What happens if we don’t do that before we act?
· stop between anger and action

· don’t lash out in anger so quickly

· your response needs to be carefully considered first

· otherwise you can get yourself in more trouble

· if you respond only in anger, you’ll get anger in return

Nehemiah was intolerant of sin.  Why is this important, even for us today?

· godly leaders cannot ignore sinful situations

· it is a loving act to warn people of the dangerous direction their actions are taking them
· sin is deadly serious – not to be ignored 

· we are called love people and be intolerant of sin – just like God does
3.3 Repent – Turn Away from Sin
Listen for the people’s response.
Nehemiah 5:12-13 (NIV)   "We will give it back," they said. "And we will not demand anything more from them. We will do as you say." Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they had promised. 13  I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, "In this way may God shake out of his house and possessions every man who does not keep this promise. So may such a man be shaken out and emptied!" At this the whole assembly said, "Amen," and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised.
How did those guilty of abusing their brothers respond to Nehemiah’s exhortation? 
· we will give back their lands

· we will not demand anything more from them

· no more charging interest

· we will do as you say

What did he lead them to do to confirm their commitment?
· brought in the priests

· required the novels and officials to take an oath

· they would promise to do as they had said, promise before God

What did Nehemiah symbolize by the acting of shaking out the folds of his robe? 
· folds of the robe were used as “pockets”

· told them that God would “shake out” of his house and possessions every man who does not keep his promises

· those who defaulted on their promise would be “shaken out” and emptied

How would you define ‘repentance’ for someone who’s never heard of it?
· means a change of direction

· turn away from sin

· turn to God – for forgiveness, and in promise of obedience of God

The nobles and officials repented as a group.  What are the benefits of corporate repentance for a group or church?
· accountability

· we did this together, we’re going to be watching each other

· we’re going to be supporting and encouraging each other

· we’re all in this together – no one is opting out

· unity in following God

· this is often the results of a time of revival – God moves on a whole group of people, a whole church
What should motivate us to get involved in social issues? 
· realization of God’s love for those in a tough situation

· realization of the “body” of Christ – the Church
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when one part of the body is hurting, the rest of the body must act to relieve the problem

· sin is causing hurt to some people, they need God’s help

· the Love of God compels us to be His heart and hands

How do you think Christians should be involved in social issues? 
· prayer

· financial support for social ministries

· participate in church ministries as a volunteer – at city missions, on mission trips to help people in need

· help identify ways the church (even our class) can have a ministry to people in need
Application
Reflect. 

· Reflect on times you have been selfish. 

· Think how your view of God will help you become more selfless.

Repent. 

· Confess and repent of any sin in your life. 

· Be specific and ask God to help you develop a lifestyle of repentance.

Restore. 

· Identify someone you have used for your own advantage. 

· Ask for forgiveness. 

· Work to restore the relationship by doing something sacrificial for this person.
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Word Search
Nehemiah 5:1 – 13 (NIV)
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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I need your help!   I’m looking for the words in the lists at the right.  They’re somewhere in the grid of letters.  Alas, they are forwards, backwards, up, down, even diagonal.  What a mix up.  If you need help, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y8nlabzo" �https://tinyurl.com/y8nlabzo� �Also, you’ll find other fabulous Family Activities.
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