1. Motivate

What is the closest you’ve come to creating a masterpiece?
· a writing assignment for a class got an A
· built a nice piece of furniture
· a beautiful flower garden
· won a prize at a county fair (baking, photography, flowers, livestock showing, etc.)
· took an art class and got an A for one of the projects
· wrote an original piano competition and won a prize
· restored an antique car/tractor/truck
· won a prize in an amateur talent competition

2. Transition

You might not have been commissioned to create a piece of art, but each believer does have a commission … the Great Commission
· We are to put on display the beautiful work of Christ in our lives
· God is glorified when we live with Christ-centered purpose.

3. Bible Study[bookmark: _Hlk177630854]A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/525wbv7r If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from.  https://tinyurl.com/5n8hwwnw 


3.1 Thank God

Listen for thankfulness.

Philippians 1:1-5 (NIV)  Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3  I thank my God every time I remember you. 4  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5  because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,

What blessing does Paul extend to the recipients? 
· grace
· peace
· prayer with joy

Why would it be a good practice to begin a letter with a Christian blessing? 
· recipients know you have prayed a blessing on them
· it is a witness, an encouragement
· shows you care for them




What do Paul’s remembrances of the Philippian church generate for him? 
· thankfulness
· prayers with joy
· grateful for their partnership in the gospel – in the past, in the present

How does remembering God’s past action make a difference in our lives today?
· God is still at work
· He answered, provided then
· He can and will answer and provide now
· we trusted Him before, and He was faithful
· we can trust Him in current situations
· we remember His power, His authority, His love – all of which are still at work

What steps can we take to build thanksgiving more deeply into our prayer life?
· remember to thank and praise God for His working in the past
· be reading and applying God’s Truth daily
· keep a prayer journal – write down people and situations you pray for
· write down specific needs and requests – not just “God bless all the missionaries”
· then write down the date when God answered a specific prayer request
· then you can thank God when you come to that entry from then on

What godly encouragement can you offer other Christians?
· remind them of your ongoing prayers for them – then be sure your prayers are ongoing
· share a verse that was meaningful to you in a similar situation
· share how God met your need in a similar situation
· tell them you are claiming a specific scriptural promise for them

Paul did not give thanks for things; he gave thanks for people.  Why is that important?
· shows priorities
· things come and go
· relationships are more lasting – some such as family are permanent
· we need relationships more than we need material things
· we need the Body of Christ, the body of believers, to minister to one another far more than we need our “stuff”
· gathering more “stuff” does not fully satisfy




3.2  Praise God

Listen for confidence.

Philippians 1:6-8 (NIV)  being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7  It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 8  God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

What are some words and phrases Paul used to describe his relationship with the church at Philippi?
· he held them in his heart. 
· he reiterated their partnership in grace.
· he deeply missed being with them. 
· longed for them with the affection of Christ Jesus

What was Paul confident about? 
· God had begun good works in their lives
· God would continue to accomplish good things for/in/through them
· God will accomplish His purposes for them – until they meet Him in heaven or Jesus returns

How did Paul feel about the Philippian church?
· “I have you in my heart”
· in whatever situation Paul was in they shared God’s grace (undeserved blessings) together
· Paul longed to see them, to fellowship together with them
· he felt the love of Jesus flowing through him towards them 

Paul says he is confident that God, who began a good work in the Philippians, will carry it on to completion. How does this verse encourage us in our spiritual growth?
· we need to know that God does not just leave us floundering on our own to live a life of spiritual victory
· we may have struggles, but we can know that God is at work in our lives as we go through those struggles
· God has a plan for our lives – at each stage of our family’s life
· there are times of growth, there are learning times, there are times to pause, there are times of testing 

What “good work” has God begun in your life, and how does this verse challenge or comfort you regarding its completion?
· learned through involvement in a ministry
· gained encouragement by singing God’s praises in the choir
· able to contribute to your children’s spiritual lives by helping in that department
· sometimes you can say things as your kids’ teacher, you might not be able to as mom or dad
· as you trusted God to tithe, you saw God at work meeting all your financial needs
3.3 Glorify God

Listen for Paul’s prayer request.

Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV)  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10  so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11  filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.

What did Paul report that he prayed for?
10/6/2024	Purpose Exemplified
· 
· love abound
· knowledge
· depth of insight
· discernment
· purity, blameless
· Fruit of the Spirit


How is Paul’s prayer for the Philippians a good prayer for you to copy?
· those are things we all need, you can use it as a model
· these are things that are God’s will – God answers prayers that are part of His will for us
· you can think of specific things to pray for others that fit the categories he mentions
· you can sort of fill in the blanks for the folks you pray for
· these are things you want for your children, your grandchildren

In what ways does our ongoing spiritual growth glorify the Lord?
· the Christian life is not meant to be stagnant
· we are “branches” attached to and receiving spiritual nourishment from Jesus, the “True Vine”
· when we and others see God demonstrating the Fruit of the Spirit in and through our lives, they will become aware of God’s power, authority and love for us and others

Why is glorifying God the believer’s highest priority?
· that’s why Jesus has provided for our salvation
· His love is demonstrated in our lives
· praise and worship of God also completes our enjoyment and blessing from God
· like all the cheering we do in a sports competition when our team scores and wins – our joy is made complete by all the hollering and clapping we do
· when we praise and worship God with singing and rejoicing, our joy is made complete and God is praised

Paul mentions "discernment" in verse 10.   Why is discernment important in living out a life of love and righteousness?
· being able to see a need
· having the wisdom to know how best to help – sometimes just giving money is impersonal or not really showing we care
· in our attitudes and actions, knowing what is best to say, what is best to do
· concerned about someone’s real needs, more than saying “God bless you” and “have a good day”Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Cultivate a grateful life. 
· If you’re a Christian, realize you’re more blessed than you deserve. 
· Regardless of your circumstances, remind yourself daily of all that’s yours in Christ Jesus. 
· Remind yourself daily of the gospel and live out of the overflow of a heart enthralled with the Savior. 
· As you pray and thank God for all He’s done for you, let His joy fill your heart and be seen as you serve others.

Memorize Philippians 1:6. 
· Memorize this passage as a reminder that God is at work, even when we don’t yet see the result: 
· “I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Partner with others in the gospel. 
· Invest your life in encouraging and supporting others with their particular ministry. 
· Such a partnership should include prayer, and it might even include financial support. 
· Look for other ways to partner with them in the gospel.
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Humph!  Well, it’s time to get to work reviewing the words from your Bible Study in Philippians.  You should have no trouble with words going left to right.   However there’s some that go down, others that go diagonal I’m sure you can find more than that other class.  Humph!  Help is found at https://tinyurl.com/5n8hwwnw with other Fun Family Activities.
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