9/29/2024	Purpose Expressed
1. Motivate

What do you appreciate about the different generations?
· wisdom of older folksA video introduction to the Bible Study is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/b2tsc8ny If you have no wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/rp75yn63 

· lots of stories grandparents can tell
· empty nesters have more time to do other things
· retirees can take on new interests
· energy of parents able to keep up with toddlers
· what young people are able to learn
· enjoy watching HS and college sports men & women
· appreciate young people who are willing to learn

2. Transition

The shift in society towards self-centeredness is evident.
· Believers must guard against this self-centeredness.
· We fulfill God’s purpose for us as we serve others in love.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Restore Others

Listen for an apparent contradiction.

Galatians 6:1-5 (NIV)  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2  Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3  If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4  Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5  for each one should carry his own load.

What does Paul say should be done when someone is caught in sin?
· spiritual people should restore him gently
· watch out, beware of the same temptation for yourself
· by carrying this burden you fulfill the law of Christ

What picture comes to mind when you hear the word “restore?”
· the situation is temporary
· the person was just fine previously 
· they can be back to proper relationship with a little help





What is the difference between restoring with a gentle spirit and correcting him/her harshly?
	Correcting Harshly
	Restoring Gently

	· yell and scream
· act as a dictator
· pronounce severe punishment
· give the silent treatment
	· express your concern and love
· speak calmly, without a raised voice
· express desire for restoration, not for revenge



How does carrying an erring believer’s burden help to restore that person?
· their sin may be something they are struggling with
· you, as a fellow member of the Body of Christ feel that same burden
· you share the burden and help them through their estrangement with other believers
· it shows your concern for them, not your determination merely to be right or set them right

In what sense does bearing “another’s burdens … fulfill the law of Christ”?
· Jesus spoke of the greatest commandments … love the Lord with all your being and love your neighbor as you love yourself
· when your “neighbor” has a burden, you help them bear it, carry it
· it’s the way the members of the Body of Christ (the Church) are to minister to one another
· when one member is hurting, the other members work together to take care of that problem

What caution did Paul offer believers?
· realize the possibility of becoming enmeshed in a similar sin
· don’t get so involved that you end up in the same problem
· if a person who struggles with alcohol, you don’t go to bars with them to help them cut back on drinking
· if a person struggles with foul language, don’t try to learn what all those things mean 

What does this passage have to say about the temptation to feel superior to the erring brother or sister in Christ?
· if you think you are really something you’re fooling yourself
· you need to be very careful of your own actions, your own attitudes
· don’t try to look good by making others look bad in contrast
· you’ve got your own problems/peculiarities as a load to carry

How do you explain the admonition to “bear one another’s burdens” with the admonition for every person to “bear his own burden”?
· there is a balance
· we need help from one another as members of the Body of Christ
· at the same time, each person is responsible to make their own choices
· help each other carry their load, their burden
· learn to make your own correct choices or suffer consequences of bad choices
· help your brother/sister with their struggles
· don’t feel superior because of this … you’ve got your own issues to deal with
3.2 Benefits of Doing Good

Listen for a farming principle.

Galatians 6:6-8 (NIV)  Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. 7  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

What did Paul urge the Christians to do in relationship to those who provided instruction in the word? 
· if you receive instruction, guidance from another believer ..
· you should share all good things with the instructor
· pastors deserve remuneration for their teaching/shepherding ministry

What different kinds of things does Paul say that people sow?  And what are the results?
	What is sowed?
	What is reaped?

	· actions which please sinful nature
	· destruction

	· actions which please the Spirit
	· eternal life



What would be some examples in our culture of mocking God and sowing to please one’s sinful nature?
· substance abuse (including overeating)
· excessive involvement in entertainment (TV, soaps, movies)
· steady diet of inappropriate entertainment
· materialistic lifestyle
· never get in the habit of regular worship, Bible study, prayer
· supporting abortion
· gender confusion, same-sex relationships

In what ways are these things mocking God?
· ignore God’s principles
· behavior you know that is wrong, but do it anyway
· think that God doesn’t see, doesn’t know
· assume that God will not do anything
· they are what we term “in your face” ignoring what God says or feels or does

So what would be examples of sowing to please the Spirit?
· regular communication with the Lord
· involvement in serving the Lord – witnessing, church ministries
· generosity
· faithfulness in giving to God’s work



3.3 Seize Every Opportunity

Listen for an opportunity

Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV)  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

What did Paul say about a Christian’s social responsibility? 
· look for opportunities to serve others
· do good for all people
· minister to the Body of Christ

To whom should believers “especially … do good”?   Why should that be true?
· we are members of the Body of Christ
· if a part of your body is hurting (say, a hand), the rest of the body (feet, etc.) work together to take care of that hurt
· if a fellow believer is struggling, hurting, the rest of the Body of Christ (the Church) comes together to assist

What opportunities does our group have to work for the good of others?
· prayer
· financial support of ministries
· volunteer for various church ministries
· as a class, work together on a specific project to benefit the whole church or to benefit some needy member of the church

How can we structure our lives to be ready to serve?
· careful use of our time
· don’t waste time
· [image: A cover of a book

Description automatically generated]don’t try to cram too many things into our days
· realize there is a balance

Consider the book by Richard Swenson, Margin.  “Margin” is the space that once existed between ourselves and our limits. Today we use margin just to get by. This book is for anyone who yearns for relief from the pressure of overload. 
· Reevaluate your priorities, 
· Determine the value of rest and simplicity in your life, and 
· See where your identity really comes from. 

The benefits can be good health, financial stability, fulfilling relationships, and availability for God’s purpose.      https://tinyurl.com/yc67swfyUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Application
Encourage. 
· Think of those who played a key role in teaching, discipling, or mentoring you. 
· Find a tangible way to express thanks and “share all his good things” (Gal. 6:6) with one or more of them.

Seize. 
· Ask God to make you aware of any opportunity during the day to serve someone else. 
· Seize that opportunity and serve as a way to honor God.

Restore. 
· If you’re aware of another follower of Christ who is struggling with sin, come alongside that person. 
· Without arrogance or condemnation, offer a gentle reminder of God’s call to repent and to live an obedient life for Him. 
Double Puzzle

[image: ]Sufferin’ succotash, all our decoders received detention for skipping the first day of middle school.  We’re needing your help.  We got these two parts of a message from an operative in Bazueavaslands.  You must use your Bible Passage in Galatians 6:1-10 (NIV) to unscramble the key words.  Then use the numbers to fill in the letters of the  message below.  Technical help and more Family Activities are available at https://tinyurl.com/rp75yn63 
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