1. Motivate

Suppose God will be holding a business meeting later today … what kinds of things will be on the agenda for His meeting?
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· missionary work
· how people are responding to current events
· timetable for Christ’s 2nd coming
· current prayer requests
· shaping world events
· intergalactic events

2. Transition

God’s agenda for the early church involved the spread of the Gospel.
· Consider how your agenda aligns with God’s agenda.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Paul and Barnabas Were Sent

Listen for a “hands on” application.

Acts 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.  [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."  [3] So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  

What is stated in this passage about this church which suggests it is a good example of a church?
· prophets
· teachers
· specific people named who were so known
· a leader from a famous political family
· They worshiped, fasted
· they received specific message from God, obeyed it
· they commissioned and sent out missionaries
Note the route of the first missionary journey

Note some of the specifics:
· Paul and Barnabas were called to a specific ministry
· God did the calling 
· The church did the commissioning

How does a person recognize a call to be a missionary?
· deep conviction
· impact of a specific sermon or challenge
· a verse or passage makes a deep impression on you
· deep burden for a specific people or country who needs the Lord
· knowledge of the need, the capacity to fulfill that need
· God opens doors
· specific request from a mission organization for capabilities you may have

What indication do you see that the church leadership in Antioch was a diverse group?
· Simon called “Niger”,  may well have been black, of African origin
· Lucius was from Cyrene (a Greek city in what is today Libya)
· Manaen had connections with local politics (grew up with Herod the tetrarch)
· Saul/Paul from Tarsus, highly educated (Pharisee)

How would that diversity influence the direction of ministries?
· each person of different background had concern for his/her own culture
· there was understanding of how best to communicate in that culture

What kinds of diversity would we see within our churches in today’s society?
· differing levels of education
· different social backgrounds
· different financial levels
· more and more in big cities we see people of foreign cultures
· in certain areas of the country ethnic groups are actually the majority
· different kinds of jobs

Why is it important to appreciate diversity – and not try to only associate with those just like us (as a church or within a church)?
· each group has insight and understanding that we need
· we can use each person’s connections with their subculture to reach into that group
· it helps us lose our ethnocentric mentality
· this helps us better appreciate the needs of peoples of other cultures around the world 

What diverse activities do you associate with the concept of “missions?”
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· 
· preaching
· teaching
· church planting
· mission hospitals, clinics
· crusades
· passing out Christian literature
· Christian radio, TV
· refugee, tragedy relief
· mission trips
· children’s ministries
· Samaritan’s Purse shoe boxes
· Christmas, Easter missions offerings
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3.2 First Missionary Journey

Listen for good news.

Romans 1:16-17 (NIV)   I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

Paul was bold in proclaiming the Gospel.
· It is powerful
· It contains the power of God for salvation
· It is for all cultures, all economic levels
· In the gospel, God’s righteousness is revealed
· It shows how you are saved by faith … initially and ongoing

What does the word “righteous” mean?
· Applied to God it is one of His attributes, characteristics
· In describing salvation it speaks to the how God attributes to believers His righteousness
· He confers it on us when we confess, repent, receive in faith His redemptive work 
· we have positional righteousness (right standing before God)
· we are growing in experiential righteousness (our actions and attitudes)

What do you think Paul meant when he said, “The righteous shall live by faith”?
· our initial salvation is by faith, that is how we receive eternal life
· a daily life of righteous living and service to God is accomplished only by trusting God for strength, wisdom, empowerment 
· Our spiritual life is initiated by faith,  It is continued on a daily basis by faith

In high school and college (and even afterwards) you are proud to wear your school colors and clothing with your school’s logo … why?
· we want to be identified with that school
· we want everyone to know how great it is … and by implication how great we are
· we want to join with other schoolmates in supporting our team
· it is fun to be united with friends in a common “cause”

Why are some people not that proud and dedicated in the cause of sharing the gospel message?
· Satan plants that attitude in hour hearts and minds
· the world is opposed to that kind of message, whereas they are tolerant of school loyalty
· it is not politically correct
· there is a bias in culture today against Christianity in general, let alone sharing the gospel message
· missionary activity is seen as interference with “beautiful cultural groups” 
3.3 Second Missionary Journey

Video on second missionary journey

Listen for how Paul describes his relationship with the Thessalonians.

1 Thes. 2:7-12 (NIV)    but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. [8] We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. [9] Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.   [10] You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. [11] For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, [12] encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 

List words and phrases which indicate Paul’s investment in the lives of the people at Thessalonica?
· toil
· hardship
· worked day and night
· made it a point not to be a burden (financially) during their ministry 
· their main effort was to preach the good news

How can one lose sight of people’s needs by becoming too focused on church programs?
· you become busy with logistics … reserve the room, make sure equipment and supplies are ready, make announcements, decorate, etc.
· you miss the real purpose of the activity
· you can become distracted by just people watching (what they wear, the same stories they tell, who’s missing, why, …)
· you like/don’t like the musical the kids put on – not focused on what the kids learn and gain by their involvement
· concern for the cost … not the lives impacted

How can we keep our focus on ministering to people?
· pray for them daily
· pray that the programs will focus on ministry, not on show
· be involved in outreach – direct presentation of the gospel
· go on a missions trip where you do something specific that will benefit the people there
· pray for the pastors and the staff that they will keep their focus on ministry to people

Although we might not go on missionary journeys like Paul, what can we learn from him that we should emulate in our lives? 
· Commitment, 
· not quitting when things get hard,
· a willingness to love others so much that you are faithful to share the gospel

Application
· Begin praying that you will be obedient to the Holy Spirit’s promptings and direction
· Prepare yourself by putting on the “Armor of God” (Ephesians 6:10-18)
· Pray for boldness in your love, words, and care towards others
· Keep your passport up to date to be ready to go if God calls you to participate in a mission trip
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Just believe that Jesus
Christ s God's Son and
you, too, will become
God's child

You too will become God’s child.
“I do believe that Jesus )
is God’s Son,” said the guard. Like Paul and Silas they were now God’s children.
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But Paul and Silas did not run away. “Tell me about him,” the guard said.
‘The guard was so pleased to see them. Paul explained how God sent his son to earth.
“God is with us and we want you to know He healed and helped people, then died on a cross.
about Jesus, God’s Son,” they told the guard. Now he is alive again, just as God had promised.
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