11/10/2024	Third Missionary Journey
1. Motivate

What were some situations where you had to say goodbye to someone leaving for an extended period?
· when you went to summer camp
· when you (or your kids) went off to college
· when you left home with your new spouse
· when your best friend moved away
· someone in your family joined the military and was deployed far away
· someone in your family had to be gone on long business trips

2. Transition

Today we look at one of Paul’s goodbyes to a church he had planted.
· He spent two and a half years in Ephesus
· Time came when he had to move on and further his ministry.

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Third Missionary Journey

video AT https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTP7EYoElIU 

Listen for why there were tears.

Acts 20:36-38 (NIV)   When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37  They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38  What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

Paul is saying farewell.  Note his relationship with the church members in Ephesus.
· They were close and had a great love for each other.
· They understood each other’s roles in the ministry of spreading the gospel 
· They valued each other’s contributions

Why do you think Paul and the Ephesian elders experienced such deep emotions in this goodbye?
· Paul had initially brought the gospel message to them
· he had prayed for them, with them
· they had worked together in ministry
· Paul had spent about two and a half years there during his third missionary journey
· over that time they had become more than just friends


The Ephesian elders were saddened by Paul’s words about not seeing him again. How might we handle farewells or separations when we don’t know if we’ll meet someone again?
· we declare our trust in God’s leadership and oversight
· we commit to praying for each other in the days of separation
· we praise the Lord for His power, authority, and love for each other in the days ahead
· today we can communicate in real time, mostly whenever we want
· all the more reason to include prayer and encouragement in our communications

Paul knelt and prayed with them before leaving. Why do you think he chose to pray with them in this moment?
· he knew they would need God’s help and direction as a church and as individuals
· he knew he, personally, would need God’s help and direction
· important to go to God at important points in our spiritual journey
· remind them (and him) that God is directing the events

Consider Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NLT2)  And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. 7  Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.

How can we leave a positive, lasting impact on children and grandchildren, anticipating their leaving home one day?    How can our faith shape our perspective on those goodbyes?
· work at having that positive impact well before you anticipate that separation
· teach them diligently
· talk of them when sitting at home
· when traveling
· when you go to bed
· when you get up

3.2 Arrest – Imprisonment – Death  

Listen for mayhem.

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 (NIV)   Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26  I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27  I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28  Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.




Fill in the blank:
1. How many times beaten with rods? (3)
2. What happened that Paul was attacked and left for dead (stoned)
3. How many lashes did Paul get five different times?
4. What happened to him three times?
5. What did he go without? (sleep, food, clothes)

Which of the hardships Paul lists do you think would be the hardest to bear?  Why?
· pain and suffering
· rejection by fellow countrymen
· opposition of religious leaders who should be open to God’s Truth
· constant anticipation of possible danger in travels
· always on the move

What can we learn about suffering from Paul? 
· We will have to endure suffering; 
· Paul went through so much for the gospel but never wavered; 
· God never wastes a moment - we can learn and be an example during our suffering

Paul’s list of sufferings is extensive. How might reading about his experiences change our perspective on our own struggles?
· our struggles are not so bad
· seems like he was in physical danger so often
· similar to some missionary biographies of the early 1900’s
· similar to what happens to believers today in some areas of the world – actually against the law to become a believer in Christ
· our tolerance level to pain and suffering and insult are probably way too low
· we need to thank the Lord more often for the freedoms we enjoy in America

How can we develop a mindset that sees challenges as opportunities to grow in faith?
· be convinced of God’s power and authority to accomplish His purposes
· need to trust Him in all situations
· need to be daily in His Word to be aware of His working in our lives
· think about, meditate on, carefully consider the attributes of God 
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Consider once again reviewing 101 Reasons to Praise God

3.3 Paul Finishes His Earthly Journey

Listen for a sports analogy.

2 Timothy 4:6-7 (NIV)  For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Paul described living his life as a “good fight.  How can we discern what is worth “fighting for” in our own lives and faith?
· the spread of the Gospel message locally, regionally, around the world
· the discipling of new and young believers
· personal spiritual growth
· how our life events, current cultural trends measure up against God’s Truth
· keep the main thing the main thing
· in a previous chapter, Paul told Titus to avoid foolish controversies or debates – bickering over certain issues is harmful to Christian living

Paul speaks about finishing the race. What does it mean to “finish well” in the Christian life?
· personal spiritual growth
· no stagnation in one’s walk with God
· become closer to the Lord
· increasing and ongoing victories over temptations
· learning and remembering God’s faithfulness in the past and applying them to new situations 

If you were to evaluate life’s spiritual journey as a race, what stages might we liken to portions of a running race in the Olympics … say a long relay race?
· at the start, don’t get too far behind
· steady progress through the distances
· don’t get out too far ahead and burn out
· don’t lag behind and fell like giving up
· hand off the “baton” carefully, disciple those who will continue the ministry
· finish strong … don’t give up

Who are some people we can mentor, encourage, or support to continue the “race” after us?
· our children and grandchildren
· fellow believers in a Bible Study / Connect group
· new Christians
· new Bible study leaders
· church interns 
· the youth group

What are some practical ways we can build a faith that endures throughout our lives?
· keep a prayer journal
· write down specific requests – note the date
· include people and ministries you pray for
· when God answers the prayer, provides the need, resolves the situation note the date again
· then when you come to that entry in your prayer journal, you can praise God and thank Him for His answer to prayer



Application

· Reread one of Paul’s letters this week. 
· Write down/journal some of the great wisdom from that letter.
· Share that wisdom with someone else.
· [bookmark: _Int_Q610DtmX]If you’re not currently engaged in disciple-making, pray about who you might begin to pour into and begin doing so.
· Explore opportunities locally, or talk with Missions Pastor Michael Curl about other mission trips
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