10/5/2025	The Greatest Command
1. Motivate

When people ask you for advice, what is the one thing you like to tell them?
· buy low, sell high
· always drink from the river upstream from the heard
· to double your money, fold it in half and put it back in your wallet
· never eat chicken fried steak in a restaurant that doesn’t have a jukebox
· when taking an academic course, do the work on the assignments early and often
· happy wife, happy life

2. Transition

Today we look at spiritual advice.
· Our obedience to God is seen in our love for Him and for others.
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  To view it go to https://tinyurl.com/pysc7zjv .  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/bdhmf7vt 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love God with All Your Being

Listen for Jesus’ answer.

Mark 12:28-30 (NIV)  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 29  "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'

Note the job description of a scribe? 
· A teacher of the law
· Trained in writing skills
· Experts in reading, recording, interpreting, teaching God’s written word
· Evolved into pharisaical practice of strict interpretation and practices of the law
· Ended up with practices and traditions considered more important than the law itself

Now … why do you think the scribe questioned Jesus?
· heard Jesus debating
· liked Jesus answers
· he was not giving Jesus a hard time
· thought Jesus might be an interesting debater or teacher
· he may have been wanting to have a philosophical discussion
· he seems to have been on the right track with his thinking … he agreed with Jesus

What was Jesus’ answer to what is the most important commandment?
· to know that Jehovah God is ONE
· to Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength
[bookmark: _Hlk208474598]Why do you think Jesus quoted Scripture to answer the question instead of replying with His own words? 
· the authority of the Scripture would have more weight
· it was something the scribe would be very familiar with
· was not Jesus opinion, so much as God’s opinion

What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength?
· every part of your being puts God first
· your emotions, intellect, physical capabilities all participate in putting God first
· you get excited about knowing Jesus, your mind wants to know more, your physical strengths are used to praise and serve him

What role does the mind play in loving God? How can we grow in that area?
· fill your mind with God’s Truth
· daily reading and thinking about God’s Word
· memorizing Scripture
· avoid filling your mind with a lot of other drivel 
· specifically avoid overindulgence in worldly entertainment, 
· don’t binge on secular news (of either side of the political spectrum)

What does it mean to love God with all your strength? How can our physical energy, resources, or talents be part of that love?
· use those resources for spiritual ministries
· be a good steward of your physical energies
· Don’t over do it and end up too tired to go to church
· Don’t end up as a “couch potato” with no energy to do anything useful
· Don’t just hold down a pew in church – become involved in one of the ministries of the church

How can we practice the greatest commandment in everyday life?
· spend time getting to know God better
· talk to God, listen to God
· give of your resources to serve Him
· put Him at the top of your priorities … ahead of work, play, making

Consider that we come in contact with people all the time who are searching, maybe the same as the scribe in the story. 
· They just never come right out and declare it 
· This man did not do so directly … he came at it rather obliquely
· He may well have been looking for true purpose in life
· Many people in our circle of acquaintances are likewise looking for purpose


3.2 Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

Listen for an additional command.

Mark 12:31 (NIV) The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 

Jesus said the second most important commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself.  What do you think it means to “love your neighbor as yourself”?
· what you want for yourself, you want for your neighbor
· when you see the neighbor in need, you put yourself in his place and help to meet the need

Why is the order of the commandments appropriate? 
· need to be in right relationship with God first
· only then can we be in right relationship with people around us
· it’s more than an issue of priorities
· it’s a necessary logical sequence

What are some ways you can determine which is more apparent in your life – love for self or love for others?
· how  you spend  your resources … time, finances, energy?
· who you think of to satisfy first … self or others?
· how much are you involved in church ministries?

Recall that when asked “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan.  How does that tell us we are to “love as yourself”?
· note it was someone the Jews would have disliked … a Samaritan
· he was a surprise hero in the story
· we are called to love other than just people we like
· more than relatives
· includes both “in-laws and ‘outlaws’ “
· includes people we might dislike or even possibly hate

What are some ways we can show love for our “neighbors”?
· it’s so easy to ignore them – they have their schedule, you have yours – maybe all you do is wave as you pass in your cars
· at very least, kind greetings
· helpfulness, acts of unsolicited kindness
· come to their aid when they have needs, problems
· pray for them, even with them 



3.3 Loving God Is the Greatest Command

Listen for Jesus’ evaluation of the scribe.

Mark 12:32-34 (NIV)  "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34  When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

What are the different parts of our being with which we are to love the Lord?
· your heart
· your soul
· your mind (understanding)
· your strength

How can you demonstrate love for God with these different parts of our being?
· obedience, service
· thinking, meditating about who God is and how much he loves you
· studying what He says
· telling Him of your trust and faith
· declaring His worth in praise and worship

How did the teacher of the law respond to Jesus’ answer?
· “well said”
· you’re right about the oneness of Jehovah
· loving God with all your being is the most important, the most significant issue 
· this is more important than all the sacrifices and offerings we give

What modern-day religious practices would be like the burnt offerings and sacrifices to which the teacher of the law referred?
· tithing
· church involvement (music, teaching, serving on a committee)
· attending church 
	
Why is wholehearted love for the Lord more important than outward actions that Christians practice today?
· what Jesus said to the teacher is still true today
· loving God most of all, means putting Him first in your life
· involves pursuing a close relationship with God
· communicating with God
· reading what God has to say
· paying attention to teachers, preachers who declare to us meanings and applications of  ScriptureUse the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: A qr code with a cartoon character

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Application
Put God first. 
· What are the areas of your life that rival the place only God should occupy? 
· Check your calendar and your bank statement. 
· Where do you spend your time and money?

Seek God always. 
· To love God with your mind means you seek truth. 
· What are you reading that will help you love God with your mind? 
· Consider reading a book, like You Are a Theologian by J. T. English and Jen Wilkin, that will sharpen your understanding of biblical truth.

Love God with your strength. 
· Find a person in need in your church or community and gather a group to help meet that need. 
· [image: Nerd]It could be yard work, maintenance, or even errands this person is incapable of completing. 
Fallen Phrases

[image: A cartoon of a person in a suit

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A crossword puzzle with black squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]One of our decrypt geeks pulled letters off your church sign.  He placed them directly below their original location.  He says his team can figure out the message quicker than your class.  I’ll give you a hint … go for the single missing letters, then check the two and three letter words and fill the blanks with letters that make sense.  Record your time and post your results with your Bible Study leader.  Tech help and further Fun Family Activities are found at https://tinyurl.com/bdhmf7vt    Good luck!
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