9/28/2025	The Greatest Gift
1. Motivate

What is the best gift you’ve received from another person?
· new car
· wedding ring
· stereo systemA video introduction is available.  To view go to https://tinyurl.com/3349sjvm .  If you have no wi-fi where you teach you will need to download the video file from https://tinyurl.com/2pfdfccn 

· new computer
· golf clubs
· new boat
· new home
· kitchen renovation
· baby son/daughter

2. Transition

We enjoy special gifts from one another.
· But, we can receive no greater gift than a relationship with God.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Gift of a Loving Relationship

Listen for a demonstration of love.

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV)  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

What are words and phrases which describe when Christ died?
· at just the right time
· when we were still powerless
· while we were still sinners

Paul said we were powerless, helpless.  What feelings or kinds of situations do you associate with being powerless?
· you see something happening but are unable to change it
· you see an item fall but there is no way you can stop it or catch it
· in a dream you try to run but feel like your feet are unable to move
· feelings of frustration, fear, desperation 

 that was our condition, our situation when Christ died to provide our salvation



What does verse 7 say about God's love for us?
· a person does not normally sacrifice his own life for someone who is a rascal
· it even takes a unique kind of love to sacrifice your life for someone who is special to you – you might shield your child from bullets if you thought quickly 

But … Jesus sacrificed his life for us when we were dirty, despicable sinners!!

· we might sacrifice our life for a really nice person in an emergency situation
· otherwise we pretty much look out for ourselves, not someone else
· contrast God’s love, note the “but”
· we were/are sinners … and Christ loved us enough to take our death sentence and die in our place

When might someone risk their life to protect someone who is important to them?
· Secret Service men ready to take a bullet for president, first lady, presidential family
· a soldier might fall on a grenade to protect his comrades
· a parent goes in harm’s way to protect children
· first responders in an emergency … firemen, police, EMTs

How does Christ’s sacrifice contrast to the heroic acts of normal people?
· we don’t deserve it
· we’re not righteous
· we’re not always all that good
· He did it for everyone, all people who ever lived

What does this imply about God’s love for us?
· He loved us when we didn’t deserve it
· even though we were sinful
· this was selfless love on God’s part

How can this kind of love be reflected in our lives towards others around us?
· sacrificial giving of resources to help others
· going out of our way to show kindness
· returning kindness for meanness 
· Jesus talked about going the extra mile  (Matthew 5:41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.)

3.2 Gift of Reconciliation

Listen for a reason to rejoice.

Romans 5:9-11 (NIV)  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10  For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

What aspect of Christ’s death justifies a person in God’s sight? 
· justified by the shed blood of Christ
· sin requires the judgment of death (shed blood)
· Jesus took upon Himself that judgment in our place when He died

Here are some synonyms for the term “justified”
· defensible
· right
· vindicated
· accepted
· correct

So, what does it mean to be justified?
· In this context it means we stand as right before God
· Jesus work on the cross has vindicated us
· we can now be accepted by God who is able to look at us no longer as sinful
· an easy way to remember it is that God looks at us “just as if we had never sinned”

“enemy”?
· bad guys
· soldiers coming against us
· people fighting against us

That’s us … we were the bad guys … we were fighting against God!
What kinds of things can happen to captured enemies?
· put in POW camp (anything from Stalag 13 to the “Hanoi Hilton”)
· abused
· even executed
· maybe put to slave labor

In contrast, God provides a means of salvation for us … because He loves us!

If God has demonstrated His love to us through Jesus’ death, what can we anticipate concerning our future relationship with God? 
· we are reconciled to Him, we are no longer His enemies because of our sinful condition
· we are saved from the penalty of sin because He died in our place
· we are saved from the power of sin in our lives, given a new life, a new power at work in our lives


3.3 Gift of Eternal Life

Listen for contrasts and parallels.

Romans 5:18-21 (NIV)   Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19  For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 20  The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21  so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

How does an awareness of sin result in a greater awareness of the need for grace?
· we come to realize our repeated failure
· we realize how much sin ruins our lives, our relationships, our efforts to be “good”
· we realize may realize first that we need God’s help (grace) to overcome sin’s power over us
· we find out also that we cannot solve the problem of sin’s penalty on our own

Who are each of the “one man” Paul talks of?   Adam and Christ

Let’s determine the contrasts made.  Fill in the chart.
	 
	Adam
	Christ

	Action
	· offense
· disobedience
	· righteousness
· obedience (went to the cross)

	Result
	· condemnation
· made sinners
	· justification that brings eternal life
· made righteous

	Recipients
	· all
· many
	· all
· many



If eternal life means “eternal union with God”, how does having eternal life affect my day to day life?
· we live with eternity’s values in view
· our union with God motivates us to live not for the moment
· we spend our time, our resources on things that have eternal value
· we have a concern, a burden for those who do not posses eternal life
· we are obedient to the Lord, in submission to God
· heeding the direction of the Holy Spirit within our lives

What does it mean to you that where sin multiplied, grace multiplied even more? 
· God’s grace overcame the influence of sin
· God is at work in the lives of those who come in repentance and faith
· God can change a person for good more than sin can make him/her bad


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

Application 
[image: A qr code with a car and cartoon characters

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Gifts to be opened. 
· Gifts aren’t gifts until they’re received and opened. 
· Have you received the gift of being made right with God? 
· If you haven’t, you can begin the relationship with Jesus right now
· Admit you are a sinner in need of a Savior. 
· Believe Jesus died for your sin and rose to life again.
· Confess Him as Lord and Savior.

Steps to reconciliation. 
· God took big steps to reconcile us to Himself. 
· Who are the people with whom you need to reconcile? 
· What steps can you take to begin that process? 
· Get started this week.

A message to deliver. 
· Tell others about God’s amazing gift of reconciliation. 
· Make an appointment in the next week or two.
· Share your faith story with a family member, friend, or neighbor
Double Puzzle   Romans 5:6-11, 18-21 (NIV)
Help and More Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/2pfdfccn 
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