9/14/2025	The Greatest Need
1. Motivate

When is DIY a great idea and when is it a terrible idea?
	Great Idea
	Terrible Idea

	· simple landscaping like planting flowers

· painting a room
· hanging a picture
· replacing a toilet or faucet
· washing, waxing your car
· changing the oil on your car
	· difficult landscaping – cutting down a large tree
· painting the whole exterior of a house
· putting a new window in a wall
· re-plumbing the whole bathroom
· painting your car a different color
· rebuilding the engine of your car



2. Transition

Some things we can do on our own.  Some of you may even have taken on one of the items on the “Terrible Idea” list, but …
· Taking care of our sin problem is not a DIY possibility.
· Only Jesus can take care of our need for forgiveness.
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/mp3na7pr .  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, it is best to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/4w7edex2 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Power to Meet Physical Needs

Listen for a miracle performed.

Luke 5:17-19 (NIV)  One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick. 18  Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19  When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.

How did Luke describe the crowd that was listening to Jesus? 
· Pharisees
· teachers of the law
· come from all over Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem

Who came to see Jesus, and why did they come?
· men carrying their friend
· he was a paralytic
· wanted to get him to see Jesus for healing




What hurdles did not deter their faith in Jesus? 
· couldn’t get to Jesus
· too many people
· too crowded around Him
· went to the roof,  broke through and let the man down through the hole

In what ways did the paralytic and his friends demonstrate faith in Christ? 
· willing to be carried some distance to find Jesus, the healer
· willing to do the carrying
· persevered when the crowd blocked their way
· took a chance at getting in trouble with the house owner by making a hole in the roof
· rigged a way to lower the man

What do you find significant about the men letting their friend down in the middle of the crowd?
· made sure to get Jesus’ attention
· go straight to Jesus … no disciples, no intermediaries
· bypass all barriers
· no secret approach to Jesus
· let everyone know they were seeking out Jesus

In this part of the story, what stands out to you most—the paralyzed man, his friends, the crowd, or Jesus? Why?
· Paralyzed man: willing to end up being a spectacle, realized his need, ready for a change
· Friends: persevered, risked house owner’s anger, showed their concern for their friend
· Crowd: highly interested in Jesus’ teaching, wanted to see Jesus vs religious leaders, got to see a miracle, got to learn of Jesus power and authority
· Jesus: He demonstrates both power and authority, power to heal, authority to forgive sins

Why might we try to come to Jesus secretly where nobody can see us?
· then if we don’t get the answer we want, no one knows
· we might be embarrassed to be accused of being to spiritual, too religious
· we think the problem is too big for God, He might have to deny us
· we think the problem is too small for His attention, we cannot make the connection
· (both of the two above are Satan’s lies trying to deter us from going to Jesus)

How can we bring our “paralyzed” friends to Jesus, even if they are unwilling?
· prayer specifically for their spiritual needs
· pray for their physical needs
· minister to them as appropriate
· share with them about God’s power at work in your own life


Link to a story of someone’s faithfulness in reaching out with a spefcial witness.
3.2 Taking Care of the Greatest Need.

Listen for mumblings of the scribes and pharisees.

Luke 5:20-21 (NIV)  When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 21  The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

Why do you think Jesus declared the man’s forgiveness first?
· he was making a point with the religious leaders, setting them up for the proof that he could
· spiritual needs are really more important than physical needs
· faith applies to both spiritual and physical needs
· we know we can come to God for both spiritual and physical needs
· forgiveness is actually a kind of healing

In what ways do people today try to deal with their guilt or need for forgiveness apart from Jesus?
· try to have more good deeds than bad deeds
· many just ignore their guilt … fool themselves that they don’t need forgiveness
· some are agnostics (believe God is beyond any contact with us)
· others are atheists – believe there is not God
· others just hope for the best
· some say a loving God would not send people to hell

Why did the Pharisees and teachers think that Jesus’ words to the paralytic man were blasphemous?
· they saw his declaration, “your sins are forgiven,” to be blasphemy
· this was an act of contempt against God
· was punishable by death
· only God can forgive sins
· to claim that authority was usurping what only God could do

The religious leaders said, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” How were they both right and wrong at the same time?
	Right
	Wrong

	· it’s true indeed,
· only God can forgive sins
· we cannot earn forgiveness
· it is God we’ve sinned against
· He is the one who must forgive
	· they were voicing their conclusion that Jesus was not God
· He is God
· Jesus was the one who accomplished forgiveness
· He died on the cross in our place
· He took the judgment (death) we deserved



3.3 Power and Authority Verifies Divinity

Listen for proof of Jesus’ authority.

Luke 5:22-26 (NIV)  Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 23  Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 24  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." He said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." 25  Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26  Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have seen remarkable things today."

What did Jesus show by responding to what the Pharisees were thinking? 
· confronted them over their conclusions
· consider whether it is easier to forgive or to heal
· I will show I can forgive sins by healing
· watch this
· “Sir, get up, take your mat, go home

Why is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” than to tell a paralyzed person, “You are healed”?
· healing (or not) would be an observable result
· it would be obvious whether or not it happened
· who is to say that someone is forgiven or not (except God, Himself)
· saying that sins are forgiven could be just talk, with no proof

What was Jesus proving about Himself whenever He healed diseases and forgave sinners?
· demonstrated his deity
· He had the authority to forgive
· He had the power to heal

What difference does it make to us today that Jesus not only has power over sickness, but also the authority to forgive sins?
· we have both of those needs
· we experience sickness, injury
· we are sinners in need of forgiveness
· how wonderful that Jesus can and desires to meet both needs

How does this incident illustrate the conditions under which forgiveness is given?
· must come to Jesus
· must come declaring our need (our sin “sickness”)
· must believe that Jesus can heal/forgive
· must receive that forgiveness by faith
· may need help, prayer, encouragement, and support of others to come to that conclusion
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Application
Identify with the paralytic man. 
· How do you identify with the paralytic man? 
· What fears or sins paralyze you? 
· Ask God to reveal these things to you. 
· Then turn them over to Him and walk forward in faith.

Identify with the religious leaders. 
· In what ways are you like the religious leaders? 
· How have your actions and attitudes kept others from seeing who Jesus is? 
· Ask God to reveal these things to you. 
· Then turn them over to Him and walk forward in faith.

Identify with the friends. 
· In what ways are you like the friends? 
· Identify someone in your community who needs help with a physical need. 
· [image: A cartoon character holding a light saber

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Provide for them in Jesus’s name. 
[image: A person with a mustache wearing a suit and sunglasses

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We have a situation here.  Darth Vader’s evil nephew, Darth Nuisance, has zapped your church billboard and caused most of the letters to fall straight down.  We need your help to put them back up in the correct cells.  Start with the single columns of letters, they’re easy.  Then look at the two or three letter words and try to put in letters that make sensible words.  When you finish, send the results to your church maintenance team so they can carry out the repairs.  Help (and other fun Family Activities are found at https://tinyurl.com/4w7edex2 
Fallen Phrases Puzzle
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