1. Motivate

What are some good situations when you experienced an interruption?
· in the middle of giving a long explanation, the listener stops you and says “I got it”
· you get stuck on some task and are sitting there thinking, and someone interrupts you to give you just the idea you need to continue
· you were busy in your office and didn’t know there was a fire, you were interrupted and were able to get out in time
· someone in group was dominating the discussion and another person politely interrupted and redirected the conversation
· someone where you work began a rude or inappropriate conversation and another person wisely interrupted
· while you were working on a problem, another person came along and interrupted your work and provided a new perspective

2. Transition

Sometimes interruptions are OK, sometimes just rude.
· The best interruptions come from God!
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/4w7jhv4u If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you should download the video file from https://tinyurl.com/32wtytda 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust the Changes God Makes

Listen for phrases, “by faith”.

Hebrews 11:8-12 (NIV)  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9  By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11  By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12  And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

Who are the examples of faith in these verses? 
· Abraham
· Isaac
· Jacob
· Sarah

How did Abraham demonstrate faith? 
· obeyed God and got up and left, without knowing the destination
· believed God would give him a son (even though he and Sarah were past childbearing age)
· God enabled them to have a son because of their faith
What risks were involved in leaving? 
· If you don’t have a destination, you probably won’t get there
· how would Abraham know “this is the place”?
· might look foolish if he never knew where to find the place
· could wander off into the wilderness and die, never to be heard from again

How do people often respond when life changes directions in a way they didn’t expect?
· when you worry, when you doubt … run in circles, scream and shout
· frustrated, take it out on spouse or kids (or pets)
· give up
· get mad at God
· go and do what YOU wanted to do anyway

When might God interrupt what you are doing to point you in a different direction? 
· change a job
· move the family to a different city
· get you to change how you are spending your money or using your time
· convict/convince you to change a particular attitude or action in your life

3.2 Greater Purpose behind God’s Plan

Listen for potential disappointment.

Hebrews 11:13-16 (NIV)  All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14  People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16  Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Verse 13 says these people were still living by faith when they died, not receiving those things promise.  Yet what evidence of their faith is described in that same verse? 
· they saw them from a distance
· they welcomed them from afar off
· they admitted their difference from others around them
· they were willing to wait for God to make good His promises, even if that happened when they were gone

What desire did these people of faith have? 
· looking for a different kind of existence – a “country of their own”
· they abandon a life absent of faith
· longing for a heavenly home


How would God honor that desire? 
· He is not ashamed to be called “their God”
· He has prepared a city for them
· He will receive them into His presence for eternity

The heroes of faith “did not receive the things promised” but only saw them from afar. How might that reality have felt like an interruption to their plans or expectations?
· seeing them from “afar” might be frustrating
· God said it would happen,  He has control of things, why doesn’t He fix it NOW?
· just when is God going to really DO something?
· I know what needs to be done to accomplish what God promised … I’ll fix it

Why do you think God allowed them to live as “strangers and exiles” instead of giving them immediate fulfillment?
· that’s not faith, not really believing God
· that’s more like the genie with the lamp … “Immediately, master”
· forces or requires them to live a lifetime of faith
· end up realizing that God’s timing in some situations is different from ours

How might God use interruptions to redirect us toward His promises instead of our comfort zones?
· again, it’s too much like the “genie in the lamp”
· prayer is not just a voicing of our wish list
· we pray, reminding God of our trust in His power and authority and love … AND His timing 
· we are bound to the dimension of time, we live in a culture of wanting immediate 

What kinds of things do we trust the Lord for but might not see happen while we are still in this life?
· salvation of certain friends and family we are currently praying for
· changes in our country’s policies on issues such as abortion
· peace in certain areas of the world
· the growth and advancement of a certain church

How has helped you remain faithful while waiting for God to fulfill a promise?
· being convinced of God’s power and authority
· convinced of His love demonstrated by Jesus’ work of redemption
· the reality of Jesus coming as fully God and fully human to earth to take the punishment/judgment for our sinful condition
· the reality of the resurrection




3.3 Trust God’s Plan

Listen for a test.

Hebrews 11:17-19 (NIV)   By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18  even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19  Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

What do you think Abraham might have felt when God told him to sacrifice Isaac—the very son of promise?
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· 
· fear
· confusion
· disbelief
· skepticism
· incredulity
· mistrust
· doubt
· discouragement

Why could Abraham have argued God’s request was unreasonable and irresponsible? 
· God despised human sacrifice
· Isaac was the promised son, the next step to a great host of descendants
· why kill him off when he was the answer to an original promise
· besides the obvious fact that he loved his son
· his son was probably a teen or older … how would he be expected to lie there and be put to death

How does verse 19 (“Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead”) show the depth of his trust?
· God had never mentioned or promised anything about raising someone from the dead
· all God had promised was Isaac would be the continuation of a line that would have a multitude of descendants
· he figured (reasoned logically) that if God could give them a child even though he and Sarah were past childbearing  age, He (God) could work an equally “impossible” miracle
· he reasoned that God cold raise the dead

What are some “modern-day Isaacs”—things or people we might be tempted to hold back from God instead of trusting Him completely?
· separate ourselves from ungodly acquaintances
· speak up when given an opportunity to witness
· surrender control of one’s life to God 
· accept a leadership or ministry opportunity in the church
· send a child or grandchild off to serve the Lord as a foreign missionary
· as a missionary send a young child off to boarding school
· learning to tithe a 10% of our gross income (before taxes, before bills)
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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Shift your focus. 
· Meditate on Scriptures about heaven. 
· (Matt. 6:19-21; John 14:1-4; Rev. 21:1-4,22-27; 22:1-5). 
· Read Randy Alcorn’s book, Heaven. 
· Sing songs about what it will be like when you are home with Him.

Follow God’s leading. 
· Train yourself to obey God immediately. 
· When He urges you to pray with a friend, help someone financially, or share the gospel—don’t ignore Him. 
· Obeying God’s leading opens doors to experiencing Him in wonderful ways.

Learn to reason by faith. 
· When challenges arose, Abraham considered what is unchangeable and true about God before deciding what to do. 
· God’s Word, prayer, and wise counsel set godly guardrails when life gets confusing. 
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