10/26/2025	When Life Goes Terribly Wrong
1. Motivate

When have you been caught off guard by a “plot twist” in real life?
· sudden loss of a job
· a tragic loss of life of a loved one or close friend
· an accident
· a child gets in trouble
· a beloved pastor moves on to a new ministry
· your favorite tv series is removed from streaming channel
· your favorite sports team is upset by an unranked team

2. Transition

We all have occasional hard interruptions in life.
· Today we consider the fact that hard interruptions place us where God can use us.
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/2t3dah3h  If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you will need to download the video file to computer from https://tinyurl.com/w6ckn7c4

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Favor Is Not Hindered

Listen for Joseph’s new job.

Genesis 39:21-23 (NIV)   the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22  So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23  The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

In what ways does this episode parallel Joseph’s rise to success in Potiphar’s house?
· the Lord was with him
· God granted him kindness and favor in the eyes of the prison warden
· Joseph put in charge of everything happening

What evidence suggests that Joseph made diligent effort even in dark circumstances?
· he was given responsibility
· he worked hard and did a good job
· God gave him success in all he did

When have you questioned God due to your circumstances?
· in health crises
· in financial reversals
· when family members get “off track”
· when people we have depended on fail us
· one of the real life  “plot twists” we mentioned above

What is your first reaction when someone acts unjustly towards you?
· revenge
· anger
· don’t get mad, get even!
· disappointment
· gonna fix this!
· how could they do that to me?
· who do they think they are?

Why do our circumstances affect our view of God’s love and loyalty to us?
· when something bad happens, we wonder “where was God, why didn’t He protect me?”
· when things are going well, it’s easy to say, “God is good all the time!”
· when things are bad it’s much harder to say that, or even believe that
· we cannot always understand God’s purposes short term or even long term
· we don’t know the background of what God is doing
· look at Job, he really struggled with what had happened …  not only with what God allowed, but with his “friends”

What are the ways that God shows grace to you during setbacks in your life?
· gives peace
· provides the strength to persevere
· gives wisdom how to respond (NOT with anger or total despair)
· you learn patience
· you can see how God is at work in spite of the setback
· God accomplishes good things out of the setbacks

So, how do we remain faithful when we find ourselves where we didn’t expect to be?
· keep making the right choices
· keep trusting God
· talk to God, tell Him your troubles/problems
· ask God to help you know what to do
· do what you know is right, even though things are falling apart around you

3.2 God Can Use Any Situation

Listen for two dreamers.

Genesis 40:5-8 (NIV)  each of the two men--the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison--had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 6  When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7  So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 8  "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams."


What did Joseph ask Pharaoh’s officials, and what was their answer? 
· why do you look so sad?
· they both had dreams, the same night
· the dreams were disturbing
· they believed the dreams were quite meaningful and they needed to know the interpretation
· being in prison, they figured there was no one there who could give the interpretation

What did Joseph say about dreams? (40:8) 
· interpretations belong to God
· tell me the dreams

How might Joseph have recognized that he was in prison for a purpose?
· he was given responsibility
· God’s blessing was still upon him
· he was still shown favor by the person in charge
· he could still sense God’s presence and guidance

Do you think the ability to interpret dreams a common spiritual gift or a limited, biblical experience?
· now we have much more revelation via the scriptures
· folks in OT times had very little special revelation
· God certainly can and did use dreams and their interpretations to impress certain messages on people

What do you find most remarkable about Joseph’s faith?
· bad things just keep on happening
· and yet, he keeps “landing on his feet” 
· in whatever bad situation he finds himself, he sees God’s favor
· he proves himself faithful in doing the work he is given
· the people who are in charge can actually see or sense that God’s blessing is on him (and they have their own deities, they have no prior knowledge of Jehovah)

What are some little ways that allow us to demonstrate God’s concern to others?
· we find about someone’s recent problem (family, health, an accident …)
· we can be someone who is willing to listen
· sometimes just listening to them share is helpful for them
· other times we might have the capability to offer help
· we can pray with them, right there … and promise to keep praying

3.3 Faithfulness to God

Listen for a twist in the plot.

Genesis 41:10-14 (NIV) Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. 11  Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 12  Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream. 13  And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was hanged." 14  So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.

Who is the speaker in verses 10-13? What did he suddenly remember? 
· the butler who had been reinstated to service
· he remembers the dreams he and the baker had experienced
· and he remembers Joseph (the “young Hebrew”) who had interpreted the dreams

How did the butler’s remembrance of Joseph benefit Joseph and open the door for a greater opportunity? 
· Pharaoh now learned that there was someone (Joseph) who had success in interpreting dreams
· he sent for Joseph
· here was an opportunity to at least escape from jail
· furthermore, he might be given the job as “chief dream interpreter”
· probably there was some role reversal from prisoner to a palace job 

How can a difficult period in your life prepare you for a greater opportunity?
· loss of job opens the door for something better
· getting in trouble is a wakeup call for a person to get right with God and walk the straight and narrow
· flunking a test gets your attention … you better start studying and giving more attention to the course
· car trouble puts you in contact with a repair person who is looking for a church home
· 

How has faithfulness in small situations opened the door for larger opportunities in your life?
· you learn how to handle daily problems
· this gives you skills and teaches you lessons to deal with larger problems
· can also teach you how to avoid the larger problems
· you learn that God is sufficient for big problems, just like He was for smaller issues previously
· the big struggles you face now would have previously impossible roadblocks, now you know that with God, you are not destroyed
· remember how David knew he could face Goliath because he had learned to depend on God when facing a bear and a lion as a shepherd 


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: Qr code with a hand holding a calculator and a calculator

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Application
Pray about everything. 
· Develop the habit of conversing with God about your daily experiences and emotions. 
· Read 1 Thessalonians 5:17 and 1 Peter 5:7, then pray throughout the day.

Fuel your faith. 
· God is bigger than your problems, pain, fears, and future. 
· Make a list of your current trials and difficulties. 
· Read and reflect on these verses this week with your list of troubles in hand: Job 42:2; Matthew 10:29-31; 19:26; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 1 Peter 1:6-7.

Reconsider your perspective about suffering. 
· Life is hard and unfair. People can be thoughtless and cruel. 
· But God is good. 
· Meditate on what Joseph said to his brothers in Genesis 50:20. 
· [image: Tornado]How could that perspective help you?
[image: A person in a suit holding a microphone

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ][bookmark: _Hlk210902542]“Well folks, we’ve got some wild weather news for you! A freaky little tornado just dropped right down on a local church billboard—blew the letters clean off and scattered ’em like confetti! Now those letters are sittin’ right below their columns on the sign, and the church maintenance crew is out there doing cleanup duty. They could sure use some helping hands—start with those single letters that fell, then piece together the short words that make sense. Let’s get that sign lookin’ good again before the next front blows through!”  There’s help at https://tinyurl.com/w6ckn7c4 and even more Fun Family Activities!

Fallen Phrases Puzzle
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