11/9/2025	When Well Meaning People Interrupt Your Plans
1. Motivate

What is a common interruption you face in your daily life?
· robo calls for Medicare, pain management stuff, time share property, …
· commercials on TV
· texts on the cellphone
· roofing people offering to check for damage
· someone in the family with a question or needing help
· bathroom trips in the night
· emails marked “urgent”
· the boss needs something taken care of, immediately if not sooner
· reminders for doctor appointments

2. Transition

Today we study a man who had a family health crisis.
Once he got Jesus’ attention they were repeatedly interrupted.
We will consider how God-ordained interruptions call for a sensitive heart.
A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/46uthh55 ,   If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your device from https://tinyurl.com/secsm63x 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Serve Others in Need

Listen for desperation.

Luke 8:40-42 (NIV)  Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41  Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42  because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him.

Jarius was a ruler of a local synagogue.  What mixed feelings might he have had as he approached Jesus for help regarding his daughter’s illness?
· most of the religious leaders opposed Jesus
· many thought Jesus was NOT someone who fit their idea of righteous and holy
But …
· Jesus was becoming known as a healer, someone who could do miracles
· Jarius needed a miracle, his daughter was dying

When problems do come along, what might keep us from bringing our needs to Jesus?
· we think we can fix it
· we think it is too small to bother God
· we might think it’s such a BIG problem that even God couldn’t fix the mess
· we don’t think to do it … we’re not convinced of God’s interest, love, compassion, power, authority
How do people typically respond to an unplanned request to help someone?
· eye roll, big sigh
· “well …. OK … but you owe me big time”
· “not again?”
· “I warned you …”                                                          thinking it, not out loud
· “what is it this time?”

How did Jesus respond to his appeal? 
· Jesus came with him
· as they were on the way they had to force their way through crowds

Jairus was an important person.  He was probably quite religious.  But he had a tragic situation.  What does that tell us about how life happens?
· problems that come our way are no respecter of persons
· good things happen to bad people and …
· bad things happen to good people
· tragedy can strike any one at any time
· we can make every effort to be careful and maintain our health, but ultimately, our days are numbered


Why do delays like the pressing crowd put our faith to the test? 
· I need help NOW
· there’s lots of other needs and problems in the world, can God even realize my need
· why doesn’t God fix this sooner
· this is so discouraging
· having to wait causes doubts to fill our thoughts … did God even hear me?

Why do delays like the pressing crowd put our faith to the test? 
· I need help NOW
· there’s lots of other needs and problems in the world, can God even realize my need
· why doesn’t God fix this sooner
· this is so discouraging
· having to wait causes doubts to fill our thoughts … did God even hear me?

3.2 Interruptions Become Opportunities

Listen for power going out.

Luke 8:43-50 (NIV)  And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 44  She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 45  "Who touched me?" Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you." 46  But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me." 47  Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48  Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace."

How were Jairus and Jesus interrupted on the way to minister to the daughter?
· a sick woman touched his garment
· she believed that just that touch would help her

Note that it was ceremonially illegal for her to touch someone … in her condition, it made the other person ceremonially “unclean.”   This means that she was quite brave or forward to seek help … what are some other reasons we sometimes reluctant to seek help?
· pride
· self reliance (like a 2 yr old who says “me do it”)
· we don’t want to interrupt someone another person
· emergency rooms often note that elderly people are slow to request emergency help because they feel medical personnel have so many other really critical cases to tend to
· elderly people feel they can “gut it out” and the problem will eventually go away

Despite the legality issue, the woman touched Jesus’ garment … the man wanted Jesus to come and “place your hand” on the little girl … why do you think the touch was important?
· was part of their culture … the touch of an important and powerful person was meaningful
· was more meaningful and personal to actually touch someone
· it made the contact of faith more tangible for the people involved

· He was more concerned with the needs of the woman
· He was responding to the demonstration of her faith … not a particular “offensive” condition
· He was more concerned with helping meet the needs of people than picky legalities

Jesus is not physically present for us to reach out and touch His garment.   So, what can we do?
· reach out in prayer
· ask others to join us in prayer
· claim Scriptural promises
· tell God we are trusting Him
· look to God’s word … even when we go with a “thru the Bible in a year” schedule, His word can speak to us specifically related to the need we have

How can believers distinguish between a God-ordained interruption and a worldly distraction?
	Worldly Distraction
	God Ordained Interruption

	· has nothing to do with the problem
· keeps us from thinking of Jesus who has the answer to our needs
· probably secular in nature
	· in this story, it is another need to be met
· will lead to a ministry to someone
· will remind us of ways to help others or to trust in God’s power and authority and love




3.3 Stay on Track

Listen for a miracle.

Luke 8:49-50, 54-56 (NIV)    While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 50  Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." … 54  But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 55  Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56  Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.

What dire message came to Jairus concerning his daughter? What emotions do you think Jarius probably had?
· your daughter has, indeed, died
· no reason for Jesus to come
· it’s too late
· emotions: despair, sorrow, grief, hopelessness

What in the passage indicates that people with Jairus were limited in what they believed about Jesus?
· if someone is sick, Jesus can heal them,  if they’re dead, it’s too late
· no one has the power to bring her back to life, despite what we’ve heard about Jesus
· even today, that’s the way we would think 

Upon hearing the message, what encouragement did Jesus give to him? 
· don’t be afraid
· just believe
· she will be healed

How did Jesus’ manner and words stand in sharp contrast to the mood outside and inside Jairus’s house?
· Jesus rejected the idea that it was too late
· He knew her condition was temporary
· He knew He could and would restore life and health
· He was/is sovereign 
· God does as God pleases to do, when and how He chooses

How can God use an interruption for His glory and our good?
· teach us a lesson that God has power over the situation – in both timing and the type of need
· we see that God’s purposes are far beyond our expectations
· what we wish and even pray for may not be what we really need
· we often need to trust God, who will answer in His time and in His way
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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Become radically people oriented. 
· Create a list of people you know who are facing some type of personal crisis Including physical, spiritual, emotional, familial, relational needs. 
· Pray that Jesus will go out of His way to meet their needs and make God’s love real for them.

Receive a heart transplant. 
· Ask God to give you a heart of compassion for people who are hurting.
· For people who are desperately in need of what only Jesus can provide.

When you’re afraid, trust Him. 
· Receive Jesus’s word, “Don’t be afraid. Only believe.” 
· Reflect on the following verses: Psalm 23:4; 56:3 and Hebrews 13:5b-6. 
· Trust Him when fear grips your heart when you face the unknown. 
· Know that He is near to you right now. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Well, I’m back.  So sorry to interrupt your plans.  Humph … not really!  You’ve got words to find.  Actually I’m well meaning.  You need to think about the words to this story. You can find these words left to right, top to bottom, and diagonally (both “south-east” and “north-east”)  That other class claims they will find more words.  But you’re not allowed to search during the sermon.  Help and the Crossword are found at https://tinyurl.com/secsm63x 
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