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Marching Orders

1. Motivate

If you were to ask someone who calls himself a Christian to describe their his goals, what kind of answers do you think you would get?

· make lots of money

· be happy

· please God … make it to heaven
· raise good children

· be a success

· not get in trouble

· have fun

· collect as many free ball caps and t-shirts as you can

2. Transition

George Barna, president of Barna Research Group, Ltd., researched the state of discipleship across America. /He then recorded his findings in the book, Growing True Disciples.  He made some interesting discoveries.

In one nationwide survey people were asked to describe their life goals.  /Almost nine out of ten adults described themselves as “Christian.”/  Four out of ten said they were personally committed to Jesus Christ, had confessed their sins, and believed they will go to heaven after they die because of God’s grace provided through Jesus’ death and resurrection. / However, not one of the adults interviewed said that their goal in life was to be a committed follower of Jesus Christ or to make disciples.
/
Today  We seek to become and help others become maturing followers of Jesus Christ by being involved in the Great Commission
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is Our Authority
Listen for what emotions the disciples had as Jesus spoke to them.

Matthew 28:16-18 (NIV)  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Background:  This passage takes place following Jesus’ death and resurrection and shortly before His ascension into heaven (Acts 1:9-11).  These are some of the last recorded words of Jesus before he left this earth to be with the Father in heaven and to prepare a place for His followers (John 14:2,3).  This is a very dramatic scene similar a general’s last words before his troops begin a major battle.  Theses are “marching orders” to the troops (in this case Jesus’ disciples).

What kind of emotions do you think they felt as they realized Jesus’ physical presence with them may be ending?
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challenged

· empowered

· excited

· puzzled

What actions did the disciples take?

· they came to where he told them to come

· they worshiped Him

· some doubted

Why did they feel they should/must worship Him?

· they saw that he was alive, risen from the dead

· they knew of His miracles, His power and authority

· He showed that He was the Son of God

( Worship is to be experienced corporately with the body of Christ and individually as each person grows as a follower of Christ

What does this mean when it said, But some were doubtful.  ?  

· It could describe the lack of faith some of the disciples struggled with even though Jesus had been resurrected from the dead.  

· It could be that their doubts were related to the overwhelming mission before them. 

· These ordinary eleven men who had no formal training are called to reach the whole world.  

· Some doubted  the realism of their mission.  

( Whatever the case, the turmoil of human emotion to trust Christ and face the challenges of life and ministry is being experienced by the disciples when this command is given.

How did Jesus statement in verse 18 help their doubt, whatever the cause?  What would Jesus power and authority mean to them (and to us)?

· Their doubts were quickly dispelled.  

· They would remember demonstrations of His authority and power

· They would eventually realize His presence in the person of the Holy Spirit

3.2 Making Disciples Is Our Mission

Listen for a command (not a suggestion).

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

Verse 19 starts with the word “Therefore” … what is that word there for??

· find out what it is there for

· what Jesus is about to say is based on what He has just said

· the command He is about to give can be given because of the authority Jesus has

What specific commands does Jesus give?

· go and make disciples of all nations

· baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, Holy Spirit

· teach them to obey all Jesus’ commands

Why do you suppose the disciples might not have felt equipped for the task given?

· to all nations … only 11 of us (12 again, later)?

· where do we start?

· will it be only Jews?

· not all nations are Jewish

· do we still practice all the Jewish sacrifices?
Now days we can go to all nations … we know it includes all cultures, not just Jews.  Why do we similarly feel unequipped?

· lack of skills

· lack of compassion

· not listening to God’s call

· ignoring the great commission
So what can we do if due to age or family responsibilities we cannot go overseas?

· pray for missionaries

· pray for mission trips

· participate financially – through the church, through various mission agencies

· learn about the variety of missionary ministries

· participate in Operation Christmas Childe – shoebox ministry

Where our Bible says “Go and make disciples”, the verb used really is better understood as “As you are going …”.   What do you think that implies?
· as you go about your daily life … live and speak the gospel

· contacts with neighbors, fellow workers, people you meet … live and speak Jesus

· going overseas does not make you a missionary, any more than going to a church makes you a Christian

· in your contact with the people you live and work with … live and speak Jesus

What would look different about your church experience if you saw daily ministry in the local church as part of fulfilling the Great Commission?
· increase in spiritual fervor within the church

· excitement about changed lives

· increase in numbers of people coming and finding Jesus as Savior, being baptized

3.3 Eternity Is Our Promise
Listen for a limit.

Matthew 28:20b (NIV) And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
What two time references do you see here?

· always
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3. how can they preach unless they are _?_
5. one they have not _?_in
9. without someone _?_to them
13. confess with your _7_
14._7_in your heart
15. callon the _?_of the Lord
17. you will be _7_



end of the age

How would the disciples (how do we) receive encouragement from this promise?

· we are not alone

· Jesus is with us

· as we are going … we have God’s presence in our lives

· the Holy Spirit indwells us, guides us, empowers us

The NASB translation says, ): “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  What do you think it means that we would “behold” Jesus in everyday life?

· receive His words – daily reading and thinking about Scripture

· also talking to Him … Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication

· trusting Him for difficult situations

· praise and worship

· fill our minds with God’s Truths … not the world’s thoughts and opinions (whichever side of politics you are on) 

What kinds of things from every day life get in the way of seeing or “beholding” what he is doing?

· just get too busy

· involved in worldly entertainment

· addicted to news

· don’t make it a habit to see life in the context of God being there with you

What kinds of things can excite us about participating in the Great Commission
· Operation Christmas Child – a single shoe box I put together is going to a specific child somewhere – that child will hear the Gospel … it’s a one-on-one relationship

· money I contribute will help take a missionary family to a far of place and provide for their housing, food, equipment, transportation

· how great to see our young people (and others) go on mission trips and become exposed to the process of the great commission

Application
Write. 

· Take time this week to write out your testimony. 

· Being committed to the mission of God to take the message of the gospel to those who haven’t heard it must begin with a clear understanding of your own story. 

· Write it down so that when you’re given the opportunity you can share it with clarity.

Share. 

· This week share the gospel with someone. 

· Pray that the Holy Spirit would give you an opportunity and then look for that door to open. 

· When presents itself, simply share your story of how Jesus changed your life. 

· Invite them to call on the name of the Lord and be saved.

Go. 

· Pray about being part of God’s mission around the world. 

· For some of you that might mean giving financially to missions. 

· For others that might mean actively supporting a missionary with your time, prayers, and support. 

· Still others might sense the call to go yourselves. 

· Pray that God will use you, and that you will have the courage to answer His call.   
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Quite a mix of emotions





Crossword


Words and Clues are taken from Romans 10:9 – 17 (NIV)








� George Barna, Growing True Disciples (WaterBrook Press, Colorado Springs, CO, 2001), 7-8.
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