11/23/2025	Essentials of Disciple Making
1. Motivate

What actions by another let you know you can trust them?
· they do what they say they will do
· they are consistent, reliable every time
· they look you in the eye as they speak (as opposed to being shifty eyed)
· they have a track record of acting the right way
· they back up their words with actions

2. Transition

Today we consider some of the How-To’s of being a disciple maker.
· One of these essentials is noting how Jesus built up trust with someone by the way He acted 
· 
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Met People Where They Were

Listen for Listen for a good model for responding to Jesus.

Matthew 4:18-22 (NIV)  As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  20  At once they left their nets and followed him. 21  Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22  and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

· Come, Follow Me
· I will make you fishers … of men, not of just fish

What do we mean when we say we “follow” a sports team, a TV program, a musical group, or an author?
· we like that team or program or group
· we root for them, talk about them with others, we watch how they do
· we are excited when they do well
· we look for opportunities to see or hear or read about them

So what would it mean when Jesus says “follow me”?
· pay attention to what Jesus says
· look for opportunities to talk about what Jesus says, does
· read about Him, what He is doing, what He plans to do
· do what He recommends/commands


What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”?
· Jesus used a metaphor
· their job had been to go out and catch fish from the lake
· now their task would be to “catch” men and bring them to the Truth about Jesus

Jesus had worked as a carpenter with His earthly father.   What metaphor might He have used to call carpenters to be disciples with Him?  What about other professions?
	Profession
	Metaphor Used to Call Disciples

	Carpenter
Shepherd
Merchant
Restaurant owner
Tax Collector
	· build new lives
· guide new sheep
· distribute new Truth
· feed people hungry for the Truth
· fund the spread of God’s Truth




They “immediately left their boats” and followed Him—what does that say about their priorities or trust?
· must have been something compelling about Jesus challenge/offer/request/call
· God’s Spirit was at work in their lives
· they responded in faith 
· maybe they were intrigued by the fact that here was a rabbi/teacher was interested in them as blue-collar fishermen to take them and teach them

Why did Jesus handpick blue-collar fishermen to be the leaders of the Christian church?
· they had a better handle on what real life was like
· the religious leaders were interested only in job security
· they had degraded what God intended into a picky collection of rules 
· they had fallen away from what it meant to believe what God said and have that counted as righteousness

What are we being asked to leave behind to follow Jesus more fully?
· some of our favorite pastimes – TV, hobbies, even jobs
· how we spend our time
· how we spend our money
· who we hang out with

What do you think it means to be “called”?  Is calling always as dramatic as in this story or can it be quiet and gradual?  What do you think?
· can be a crisis experience … God speaks very specifically to you in a sermon
· can be gradual
· you begin helping in a certain church ministry
· you grow into that experience
· you begin to realize this is a ministry through which God is working
3.2 Jesus Taught for Life Change

Listen for how Jesus gained the interest of the woman.

John 4:13-15 (NIV)   Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14  but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 15  The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."

After his initial request for a drink of water, what additional references to water does Jesus make?
· if you really knew who I am, you would ask me for living water
· I could give you water that would keep you from ever getting thirsty
· actually you would end up being a source of this living water

How do you know that the woman misunderstood what Jesus was saying?  She may have even been sarcastic in her response.
· she asks for that special water
· she doesn’t want to get thirsty any more
· she doesn’t want to have to come to the well each day

 She is taking Jesus literally – at least at first.  

How is the world’s need for salvation and eternal life like thirst? 
· sensors in part of our brain chemically monitor substances in the blood
· certain levels trigger the thirst impulse, the need to drink liquid … now!
· our lives will encounter feelings and events that result in unrest and disturbance
· then we realize that something must be done to make things right – a spiritual thirst for God’s intervention

How can confusion about spiritual things open the door for more discussion?
· provides opportunity to clarify spiritual truths
· you gain a better understanding of what they don’t know
· helps you speak to the things they really don’t understand

Note Jesus’ use of water as a metaphor to teach about salvation.  He also used bread, light, and breath.   Jesus provides all that is needed to sustain (spiritual) life.

3.3 Jesus Developed Future Leaders and Empowered Them to Serve

Listen for traveling instructions.

Luke 9:1-6 (NIV)  When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2  and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3  He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4  Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5  If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 6  So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.

What specific instructions did Jesus give the disciples in verses 1-2, and how might those shape a leader’s mindset today?
· called them together
· gave them power and authority 
· drive out demons, cure diseases
· sent them to preach the kingdom of God
· heal the sick

What were his instructions for verses 3-5?
· take nothing for journey – don’t get bogged down
· accept hospitality of someone’s home
· if not welcomed, just leave 
· shake dust off your feet to demonstrate their rejection

What does it mean to “proclaim the kingdom of God and heal the sick” in our context today?
· communicate the basic Gospel message
· God loves us
· all have sinned – cannot experience God’s love
· Jesus has taken the punishment for our sinfulness
· we must repent, confess, believe/receive what He has done
· minister to physical, material needs as necessary/possible
· (can’t listen to your message if their stomach is growling)

What fears or hesitations might hold someone (like either the disciples or us) back off from stepping into leadership or service?
· never did this before
· it is so far away
· family and friends are not in agreement or not encouraging
· worry about finances, children’s education

How can we as a group support and empower one another to step into leadership roles?
· prayer support
· finances
· encouragement
· keep in communication – today so easy … email, even face-to-face phone calls




Application

Jesus is still offering the living water of eternal life today
· The Samaritan woman’s response was one of acceptance not rejection
· People today are thirsting for the Living Water
· We should take initiative to offer them eternal life

When you talk to people, listen to what they have to say
· Answer their questions
· Deal briefly with their excuses
· Return their focus to Jesus … who he is, what he has done for them

Pray for specific people in your circle of acquaintances who are not believers
· Pray for opportunities to share with them 
· Pray that you will be aware “divine appointments” which God provides to share with others
· Pray for God’s wisdom in using Jesus’ model for sharing the gospel
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