12.14.2025	When Your Circumstances Fall Short
1. Motivate

What’s the scariest weather event you’ve ever seen or experienced?
· flood when camped near a river
· blizzard of 1978 in Ohio – missed 19 days of school
· tornado went through and took the roof off our house
· hurricane flooded our house
· storm blew a tree over onto our house
· continuous high winds blew Lake Erie, emptied western end, eastern end up 6 ft
· lightning strike

2. Transition

Sometimes our scary experiences are not weather related.
· God’s grace will sustain you through any of life’s circumstances.

3. Bible StudyA video introduction to the Bible study is available.   View it at https://tinyurl.com/5ce32kvy If you don’t have wi-fi where you teach, you will want to download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/4b4rftet 


3.1 Rely on God

Listen for dire circumstances

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (NIV)  We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9  Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10  He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,
 
What words and phrases does Paul use to describe a time of suffering he had faced? 
· great pressure
· far beyond ability to endure
· despaired of life
· felt for sure he would die

How did Paul’s confidence in God enable him to rise above his despair? 
· learned not to rely on self
· learned to rely on God
· depended on God’s resurrection power
· God rescued us from sin’s penalty and power
· He can thus, rescue us from anything
· we can have a solid assurance (hope) that God will deliver us from anything

What did Paul want his readers (including us) to know?
· what had happened to him
· how he dealt with it
· how he learned (and they should learn) to depend on God
· God will uphold His promises, He can be depended upon
· God is worthy of our praise and thanks when He meets your needs

Why do you think prayer is such an important part of the Christian life?
· we learn to trust God – not ourselves
· we experience God’s power more and more
· we find out that we are weak and God is not

How can you rely more on God instead of yourself in times of hardship? 
· express your need to God
· confess your inability to cope
· declare your trust in God’s sufficiency
· be willing to ask for prayer from others for things other than illness or physical needs
· share your emotional burden with a trusted Christian friend

Paul says to set our hope on God.  How is this more than so called “wishful thinking”?
	Hope in God
	Wishful Thinking

	· based on God’s promises
· 100%  probability
· will be nice when it DOES happen
· you can count on it, expect it, watch for it
	· hope I win the lottery 
· odds are bad for this kind of hope
· would be nice if it happens
· really don’t expect it to



What can we do to learn to trust God more during struggles and hardships? 
· study the attributes of God
· praise God often and early
· look up the 101 reasons to praise God https://tinyurl.com/reasons-to-praise-God  and meditate through the list  (note, if you download this to give as handouts, there are some typos that need correcting)
· keep going each day, telling God you are trusting in His sufficiency
· watch for God to be working in your life
· study some of the folks in the Bible who struggled with hardships … Joseph, David, Daniel, Paul

3.2 Stay Humble before God

Listen for a physical problem.

2 Corinthians 12:6-8 (NIV)  Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say. 7  To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.

Paul says he could have been tempted to brag.    What could he have bragged about?
· he had started several churches
· lots of folks were depending on him
· he had been a Pharisee … a proud group
· he had been lots of places, accomplished a lot of things for God – an international evangelist
· God had revealed lots of things to him and through him

What did Paul say was given to him to keep him humble? 
· a “thorn in the flesh”
· some sort of physical problem or limitation
· a “messenger of Satan”
· some sort of physical torment

How did Paul understand Satan intended to use the thorn in the flesh? 
· Satan meant it to torment Paul
· meant it to discourage him
· to limit him in his work
· to discourage 

What was Paul’s response to his "thorn"?  
· pleaded with God to take it away
· pleaded repeatedly – three times 
· prayed often

· What Satan may intend for harm, God can use for good. What good can there be?
· we learn that God’s grace is sufficient
· we learn new lessons of God’s power and provision
· we have new experiences that enable us to depend on God even more 
· God can  open new doors of opportunity
· we see God work miracles
· temporary trouble can work out to bring more lasting blessing
· we learn to trust God more

3.3 By God’s Grace, Endure

Listen for what Paul would boast about.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV)  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

What promise did the Lord give to Paul concerning times of hardship? 
· God’s grace is sufficient
· God’s blessings will over power, overrule any hardship
· God is better able to show His power when we are weak than when things are going well
· we are better able to see and experience God’s power and authority and love when we come to the end of our own strength and abilities

What is grace? 
· God’s blessings we don’t deserve
· God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
· in Paul’s case, it was strength to live with, overcome a physical weakness
· when we are given good things we don’t have any right to have
· sort of the opposite of mercy, when we do not receive what we really do deserve
· (although God’s mercy is a blessing we don’t deserve … so it is an example of grace)

What did Paul mean in saying that he preferred that the power of Christ may rest upon him? 
· then he could boast about God
· then he would more readily tell about what Christ could do in someone’s life
· his message would be more about Jesus, not about himself

How does the Christian perspective on power and weakness differ from that of the world? 
	Christian perspective
	Worldview

	· God is the source of our strength
· when we are weak, God can show His power
· God’s power and wisdom can accomplish greater things than I can
	· you’re on your own
· you have to fight for “Number One”
· if you’re down, you’re out
· the government should be helping me
· It’s not fair that I suffer



How can you allow the Lord’s power to take over where you are weak? 
· need to talk to Him often
· tell Him of your struggles, your need for His strength
· need to listen to Him (read His words) daily
· watch for God to be working in ways you never thought of
· tell God you are trusting Him to accomplish His purposes in the best way
· claim God’s promises
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Reflect. 
· Make a list of some struggles you’ve endured over the past ten years. 
· Reflect on the ways God has brought you through them.

Share. 
· We all are struggling with something! 
· This week, find an opportunity to share some struggles you are having with a friend.
· Invite him or her to pray for you as you continue to persevere.

Serve. 
· This is the season when we sing those immortal words, “Truly He taught us to love one another.”
· Find an opportunity to bless a struggler in a sacrifice of time or money.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]“Ladies and gentlemen, we have just received—get this—a number-coded communiqué straight from our brave Baptist consulate in Wayri Kongtiascot, working hand-in-hand with the underground church. Now ordinarily, our top-notch decoders would jump on this, but they’re currently buried under the crushing weight of middle school final exams. So—it falls to you, the true disciples of this operation. Use those numbers, match them to the key, pull out the real message, and then report your findings directly to your visitation pastor. This is important, folks. Time to step up.”  Our staff has found help and even more Family Activities at https://tinyurl.com/4b4rftet 
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