12/14/2025	The Advent:  Joy
1. Motivate

What’s something you’d love to add to your celebration of Christmas?
· Holy land trip
· celebrate Christmas in Hawaii (or Switzerland or Disney World)
· a sleigh ride … over the river and through the woods …
· hear the Messiah in some big theater or cathedral
· picture made with Santa
· binge on Christmas movies
· would like to see again the movie The Man in the Santa Clause Suit
· buy my spouse a new car … red with white interior (Ha!)

2. Transition

We often think these kinds of additions to Christmas would bring us happiness and joy.
· Only Jesus brings true joy.
· Today we look at scriptures which describe the joy brought by the Messiah

3. Bible Study

3.1 Joy Comes from Jesus’ Arrival

Listen for expressions of Joy from Isaiah 35:1 – 10

Video

Isaiah describes deserts blooming and rejoicing.  What words and phrases does the prophet use?
· desert changes from “parched” to being glad
· wilderness rejoices, blossoms
· bursts into bloom
· the land rejoices, shouts for joy
· words like glory, splendor

What does this imagery communicate to you about what the Messiah brings?
· renewal
· revitalization
· joy, rejoicing

How does seeing God’s glory produce joy in a believer’s life?
· we see His power and authority and love for us
· we are encouraged that He has demonstrated His awesome love for each one of us
· we can glory in the splendor of changed lives
· we rejoice to be set free from the penalty and the power of sin

The barren becomes fruitful through God’s transforming work. What areas of your spiritual life can feel renewed or refreshed because of Christ’s coming?
· spiritual hunger satisfied
· freedom from the guilt of sin “hanging over” one’s head
· set free from sinful habits
· assurance of heaven
· assurance of God’s love … no matter what I had done, past and present

Isaiah pictures a safe, joyful road on which God’s redeemed travel. What makes the way of holiness a joyful path rather than a burdensome one?
· God’s presence in your life
· The guidance and empowerment of God’s Holy Spirit
· new purpose in life
· knowing that you are involved in service to the King … the very King of the Universe

The chapter ends with “everlasting joy” and “sorrow and sighing fleeing away.”  Where do you see small foretaste moments of this “sorrow fleeing” and “everlasting joy” in your daily walk with Christ?
· renewal each spring when greenery and flowers come up
· when you see answers to prayer … for both small and big things
· when you see lives renewed when they receive Christ as savior
· when you finish a big challenge like recovering from illness or seeing a graduating grandchild
· when people return from a mission trip and are fired up about world wide missions

3.2 Joy Unexpected and Humble

Listen for words and phrases of joy.

Luke 2:15-20 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  [16] So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  [17] When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  [18] and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  [19] But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  [20] The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  

[bookmark: _Hlk216266669]List the words and phrases that have to do with joyous celebration and excitement
· shepherds decide to go see what they had heard about
· they hurried
· they visited with Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus
· they spread the word about what they had heard and seen
· people were amazed
· they glorified and praised God
· Mary treasured and pondered all the events

Why do you think the shepherds told the people of Bethlehem?
· was so exciting, they couldn’t keep it to themselves
· too good of a secret to keep
· not much good happens to shepherds, when it does, it’s worth telling

How does celebrating Jesus birth bring you joy?
· the beauty of the music which declares the birth of Jesus
· the Truth about who Jesus and what He has done
· the reminder of His humanity
· the Power of God to accomplish His redemption of mankind in this way

· Note that the shepherds were the first to tell the Good News of the coming of Jesus!
· they were thrilled and excited
· probably, you couldn’t have shut them up

 The same should be true of our knowledge of Jesus, our Savior
· we should have similar thrill and excitement about knowing who He is
· about knowing what He has done

 We should be just as hard to shut up in our praise and joy of knowing Him!!!

What are some ways we can specifically praise God for the gift of His Son as we celebrate Christmas this year?
· daily tell God your thanks and your praise
· participation in outreach ministries which bring God's Joy to others
· share the Christmas story to children, grandchildren
· work to focus your attention on the birth of the Savior, instead of all the other things which cause us to lose focus

3.3 Joy When You Encounter Jesus

Listen for links of implication.

Romans 10:14-17 (NIV)   How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  15  And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"  16  But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?"  17  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.



List the sequence of dependencies for someone to end up believing in Christ.  Work your way from the end of the first sentence in verse 15 to the beginning of verse 14.
· people must be sent to preach
· then they must preach
· this is how someone hears the Gospel message
· once they hear, then they can believe
· now that they believe, they can call on Jesus to be savior
[image: A chain with words and a link
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Displayed as a series of links in a chain …

What happens when a link of the chain is missing?
· the unbeliever stays in his/her sinful state
· all of us have some part in that chain
· God's part is to do the convincing/convicting
· Our part is the communicating

Who is responsible at each stage of this sequence?
	· Believe
· Hear, listen
· Preach
· 
· Sent
· Pray
	· the lost person
· the lost person
· Christians – includes believers in the pew, not must pastors and missionaries
· The church
· all believers



How is sharing Jesus tied to having joy in Him?
· people will see this joy and want to know why, how
· your joy overflows to involvement in the Great Commission
· you can express the joy by being a prayer warrior for the local and world wide spread of the Gospel message
· you can also express that joy by supporting the outreach of the Gospel financially

Maybe you cannot go to a faraway foreign country to share the gospel with someone who has never heard.  In what ways can you be involved in sending the gospel to those places.
· pray that God will send someone
· [image: Samaritan's Purse: Collecting Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child]give financially to foreign missions
· be involved in the Operation Christmas Child ministry of Samaritan’s Purse … pack shoeboxes for children, participate in processing centers
· be willing for your children, grandchildren to be the “sent” ones with the gospel message in a faraway place
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Reflect. 
1. Spend a moment reflecting on the time you received God’s gift of salvation. 
1. How old were you? How did that decision bring you joy? 
1. What was the catalyst of your decision to follow Jesus? 
1. If you haven’t received salvation, you’ll never have a better time than now. Go to the inside cover page for more information about how to become a Christian.

Celebrate. 
1. If you want to experience a simple taste of joy, celebrate someone. 
1. Write a note, give a gift, and share a story with someone you know. 
1. In so doing you could bring joy through an encouraging act of kindness.

Give. 
1. Second Corinthians 9:7 reminds us that God loves a cheerful giver. 
1. So many research studies claim that the most joyful people on Earth are the givers. 
1. Test it on yourself.  Give sacrificially to the needy. 
1. Make plans to give more than you’ve ever given to mission work. 
1. A great place to start is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for world missions. 
Cryptogram Puzzle
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Description automatically generated]This is Spiros the Christmas spy, wishing you a Merry Christmas from the underground church in Cuafi Menmaucos.  They have sent out this message of encouragement via a diplomatic bag to the church in the free world.  The message is encrypted, and they provided a key through a different embassy.  Unfortunately there was water damage, and a portion of the key was torn off somewhere on the way.  Use the numbers in the key to determine what letters go in the message below. Technical help is available at  https://tinyurl.com/5n7vxkpt  Alternative Fun Family Activities can also be found there.
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