12/7/2025	Advent  -  Peace
1. Motivate

What about the Christmas season makes it difficult for you to experience peace?
· trying to find just the right gift for people
· relatives come and visit as house guests
· travel
· getting ready for the church programs
· trying to keep to a diet
· having to donate money for Christmas gifts to the boss, to other leaders, etc.

2. Transition

At Christmas we celebrate Christ’s coming … 
· Jesus came to be the Prince of Peace
· He brings to provide Peace with God and peace with one another.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Look to Jesus for Peace

Listen for a prophecy.

Micah 5:1-4 (NIV) Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. 2  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 3  Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.

What is the historical significance of Bethlehem Ephratah? 
· prophesied to be a place where a great leader/ruler emerges
· small and insignificant town
· but a powerful ruler will come from there – David’s home town

What promise does the Lord make to Israel? 
· will go through a time where it feels abandoned
· at the appointed time when all events coincide 
· God will send a great leader who will shepherd his flock in the power and majesty of God
· He will be leader in a global sense
· He will bring peace




What are some ways we need to see peace?
· national peace
· international peace
· in the environment
· in families
· peace from the pandemic (still)
· peace in politics
· peace from violence, terrorism

What distinguishes the new kind of king the Lord promises? 
· powerful
· a shepherd
· worldwide influence
· will accomplish peace
· bring security

How is this ruler still at work in our lives today?
· provides peace with God
· works to bring peace with one another
· watches over us
· guides and protects
· rescues us from sin … the penalty, the power, and eventually the presence of sin

Bethlehem was a small, ordinary town—but God chose it to bring forth the greatest source of peace.  Why do you think God often brings His peace through unexpected or humble places and people?
· then it is more apparent that God has done it
· it wasn’t some powerful political or military that imposed peace by force (is that really peace?)
· it was/is someone through whom God works
· someone who demonstrates, models God’s peace
· in Jesus’ case, He accomplished doing away with the sin problem, the very reason we don’t have peace in our lives – peace with God, peace with one another

What does it mean that Jesus’ peace is not just personal but global?
· it is more than our own experience of peace with God
· it is more than His accomplishment of peace in our family or community or nation
· those realities of peace are meant to be for all peoples
· in the Great Commission, Jesus gave believers the task of taking that message of peace to the whole world



3.2  The Incarnation Brings Peace

Listen for unusual circumstances.

Luke 2:1-7 (NIV)  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3  And everyone went to his own town to register. 4  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7  and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

According to this passage, several elements of the story are extraordinary for birthing a baby.  What unusual things do you see?
· Mary traveling late in her pregnancy
· says they were “pledged to be married” and  she was “expecting a child”
· actually only Joseph was required to go for the registration, but Mary went also, even though late in her pregnancy 

How can the way Mary managed her challenges help us to handle our difficulties?
· she had God’s promises … so do we
· she trusted what God told her
· she no doubt depended on Joseph’s support
· we know of no complaints, no whining
· later we read of how she “pondered these things” … she looked for God at work

What specific actions of or interventions by God do you see in this story?
· prompted the Roman emperor to call for a census
· this got Joseph heading for his ancestral home, Bethlehem
· by this time Joseph had been told by God to go ahead with the marriage, despite the unusual and potentially scandalous circumstances

For each of the situations below, how might God be at work, arranging timing and events in our lives that are hard to realize when they are happening?
	Life Event
	How might God be accomplishing something?

	Loss of a job
	· God opens you up to something new He wants you to do
· there are problems in the company, gets you out of a bad situation

	Delayed by a flat tire
	· you miss being involved in a big pile-up on the Interstate
· you meet someone who helps you with the tire, you help them in some way – maybe spiritually

	You meet an old high school classmate by chance
	· you discover they are really in need spiritually and you are able to minister to them or even lead them to Jesus
· he/she has a connection that helps you find a job or provide a service you need


3.3 Peace with Jesus

Listen for how to have peace.

Romans 5:1-8 (NIV)  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4  perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

How will other people see both the peace with God and peace of God in the life of a believer?
· our reactions to problems
· we don’t demonstrate the “run in circles, scream and shout” response to adverse circumstances
· we bring peace and calmness to a situation, rather than making it more tense or hectic
· we demonstrate a joy of life that is far deeper than whatever surface happiness life’s events might bring

Verses 3 & 4 describe a seeming contradiction: “Rejoice in sufferings”  What is the progression, starting with suffering?
· Suffering -> perseverance -> character -> hope 

What kinds of situations can you think of where God gives peace and suffering leads you to rejoice?
· you went through a tough time and learned of God's sufficiency and faithfulness
· birthing a child
· toughing it out in college so you are qualified for a better job
· forgo self gratification to save or work towards a larger, more important goal
· the loss of a loved one is suffering, but we rejoice that they are with Jesus now

Verse 8 says God loves us even when we were dirty, despicable sinners!!  How can this kind of love be reflected in our lives towards others around us?
· sacrificial giving of resources to help others
· going out of our way to show kindness
· returning kindness for meanness 
· unsolicited acts of kindness – (with no anticipation or expectation of reciprocity)
· Jesus talked about going the extra mile  (Matthew 5:41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.)



Application
Trust your Shepherd. 
· Trust Jesus to guide you with care. Consider if there is an area where He is calling you to obedience, but you are resisting. 
· If so, acknowledge Jesus as your caring shepherd and trust His guidance.
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Description automatically generated]Acknowledge your King. 
· The wise men bowed down in recognition of the King. 
· Bow or kneel when you pray this week as a physical sign that you recognize Jesus as King. 
· Consider setting up a prayer place where you can make this a regular part of your quiet time with Him.
Matt 2:9-11
Don’t tell
Herod!

Share about your Shepherd King. 
· Use a concordance or online Bible to find occurrences of 
the word “shepherd” throughout the Bible. 
· Note how this increases your understanding of 
the ways Jesus cares for His people. Matt 2:1-6
Micah 5:2-5a
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Description automatically generated]Find someone you can share this with.If you get stuck, you can get help at https://tinyurl.com/274yr3d9.  And there are other Family Activities there for your enlightenment!
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Across
2. He will be their _?_
6. are by no means the _?_
7.come to _?_Him
9. chief priests and _?_ of the law
10. saw the _?_ they were overjoyed
11. opened their _?_ and presented
14.in the _?_ of the name
15. over the _?_ where the child was
16. Bethlehemin _?_
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Down
1. and they _?_ down and worshiped
3. small among the _?_ of Judah
4. she who is in _?_ gives birth
5. he was _?_and all Jerusalem with him
8. out of you will come a _?_
12. until it _?_ over the place
13. _?_from the east came
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