10/26/2025	Leaving a Legacy
1. Motivate

When you are gone (passed away), what would your family say was the most important thing they learned from you?
· how to put on the spare tire
· how to make pie crust


· how to throw a curve ball
· how to use the quadratic formula!   
· how to bait a fishing hook
· how to raise great tomatoes 
· how to play the piano (guitar, banjo, trumpet, …)

2. Transition

Today we consider what we are doing with our time, treasure, and talent to leave behind something of lasting impact.

3. Bible Study

3.1  Fruit of Discipleship Is Our Legacy

Listen for Paul’s Joy

1 Thessalonians 3:8-10 (NIV)   For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9  How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.

Paul’s joy came from seeing others stand firm in the Lord (v. 8). What kind of legacy does a steadfast, growing faith leave behind for friends, family, or future generations?
· a good example
· a reminder of what is possible
· an encouragement during their tough times
· words of admonishment, guidance
· know that you are/were praying for them

In verse 9, Paul gives thanks to God for the Thessalonians. Who in your life has left a spiritual legacy that causes you to thank God?
· parent, grandparent
· family friend
· pastor, youth worker (my YFC director, Harry Koltovich)
· fellow student in HS or college
· neighbor
· teacher


What specific qualities did you see in them that you’d like to pass on?
· enthusiasm
· serious view of life
· desire to live for Jesus
· demonstrated good traits – honesty, hard working, 
· sense of humor

Paul prayed “most earnestly night and day” to see them again and strengthen their faith (v. 10). How does investing in others through prayer, encouragement, or teaching build a lasting spiritual legacy?
· God answers those prayers
· people are encouraged and reassured when they know you are praying
· things you say stick with people … even you may forget what you said or when
· when you share scripture, God uses His Word repeatedly
· now you can share a verse in email or on Facebook 

Think about your own influence. If someone were to describe the legacy of your faith, what do you hope they would say?
· loved Jesus
· faithful in church attendance
· often helpful
· involved in some kind of church ministry (music, teaching, hospitality, maintenance, deacon, etc)
· a prayer warrior
· strong witness
· honest, hard worker, kind, … demonstrated the Fruit of the Spirit

What can you be doing to begin shaping that kind of legacy?
· communicate daily with God
· make sure your walk is in line with your talk
· demonstrate unsolicited acts of kindness often
· pray for your children, grandchildren – pray for their future spouses

3.2  The Family of Disciples Is Our Ministry.

Listen for Paul’s activities.

1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 (NIV)   but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 8  We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 9  Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10  You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11  For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12  encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

What are some words and phrases which indicate Paul’s investment in the lives of the people at Thessalonica?
· toil
· hardship
· worked day and night
· made it a point not to be a burden (financially) during their ministry 
· their main effort was to preach the good news

In what way was Paul like a father to the Thessalonians?
· encouraging
· comforting
· urging to live lives worthy of God
· joining God’s kingdom/rule
· allowing God to rule in his life
· living in such a way to glorify God

How can one lose sight of people’s needs by becoming too focused on church programs?
· you become busy with logistics … reserve the room, make sure equipment and supplies are ready, make announcements, decorate, etc.
· you miss the real purpose of the activity
· you can become distracted by just people watching (what they wear, the same stories they tell, who’s missing, why, …)
· you like/don’t like the musical the kids put on – not focused on what the kids learn and gain by their involvement
· concern for the cost … not the lives impacted

How does a person’s changed life, a life of faith,  affect those around him or her?
· others know what that person used to be like
· they see the change for the good
· they see different attitudes and motives
· they hear the testimony that it was God who made the change in their lives

What are some areas in our lives where we might need to make choices that demonstrate that changed life of love and concern for others?
· helping one another around the home
· speaking to one another with kindness
· sometimes acting with “tough love”
· avoid retaliation
· be a peacemaker


3.3 Future of Discipleship Is Our Influence

Listen for how Paul ministered.

1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 (NIV)   For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5  because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6  You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7  And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8  The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9  for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

How had Paul presented the gospel to this audience? 
· with words
· with power
· through the work of God’s convicting/convincing Holy Spirit
· with deep conviction

What are some ways the lives of the Thessalonians influenced others through their legacy?
· imitated Paul, followed God’s commands
· endured suffering
· welcomed the message with joy
· became a model to believers in Macedonia and Achaia
· their faith became known everywhere

How does demonstrating joy in difficult circumstances make a difference for your legacy?
· shows others you have something/Someone going for you
· it is a contrast to the way the world handles troubles … “When you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout”
· people can tell it is genuine, not just a put on or fake, it is a witness

What obstacles should we overcome to be able to live with a sense of love and joy that will be seen by others?
· selfishness
· preoccupation with material things and self-promotion
· focusing on the negative
· lack of faith
· filling our minds with the wrong things – instead need to read and meditate on God’s Word





Application

Write up a spiritual last will and testament … declare elements of the legacy you wish to leave.
· Spiritual truths, special Bible verses, or lessons you have learned
· Spiritual habits you have tried to model and encourage for those left behind
· Encouragement to build a life long relationship with Christ and reasons by listing how God has made a difference in your life
· Assurance to your family that when they read this, you are in heaven with  Jesus, based on biblical truths that you list

Meditate on the legacy you received from your parents, grandparents
· Thank God for those things which have encouraged and blessed you
· If it was a negative legacy, ask God for grace to forgive
· Ask God for the strength and wisdom to give a positive legacy to your family members

Consider the elements of this lesson … the godly legacy of
· Building relationships that honor God (not compromise godliness)
· Praying about people and decisions
· Practice following God’s directions, God’s principles for living


Discuss together with someone.

· [image: ]What positive character traits can a parent or grandparent demonstrate to children and grandchildren?
· Which of these traits do you remember experiencing from grandparents or grandparent figures in your life?
· Pray that a legacy of faith will be both received from and demonstrated to one another
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Billy Graham

“The greatest legacy one can
pass on to one's children and
grandchildren is not money or
other material things
accumulated in one's life, but
rather a legacy of character
and faith.”
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