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Why Did Jesus Come?

1. Motivate

When have you recently turned to the Internet for a solution to a problem?

· how to fix a setting on my cell phone

· the outboard motor on the boat made a beeping warning

· look up the meaning of a word

· find out about TMJ 

· look up discussion questions for this lesson

· check the weather

· look up a map how to get somewhere and how long it took

· find pictures for a project

· look up a craft idea

· instructions on how to replace a faucet

· use Amazon to look for a purchase

2. Transition

The internet provides easy access for finding solutions and fixing problems

· But how do we fix our worst problem … sin
· Only Jesus can fix the sin problem.  

· Today we study the Truth that Jesus came to remove our sin.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Christ Came to Redeem 
Listen for a reason to praise God.
Luke 1:67-71 (NIV)  His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 68  "Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. 69  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70  (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 71  salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us--
The KJV says “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel”  Why is blessed an appropriate adjective to apply to the Lord God?
· God deserves our praise

· “Bless the Lord, Oh my soul, and all that is in me bless His Holy Name”

· Zachariah was making a declaration of worship

· he was grateful, he was in awe of what God had done

· God gave them a son in their old age, He was giving God glory
What two phrases describe this Redeemer and why are they important? 
	Phrases
	Importance

	· “horn of salvation”

· “in the house of David”
	· a strong and mighty redeemer

· the Messiah, a descendent of David


According to Zacharias, what action had God taken on behalf of His people? 
· God came to the rescue of His people

· He had redeemed them, set them free – could be referring to the Exodus or the coming Messiah, or both

· the “Horn of Salvation” referred to the strength of the One bringing salvation

· he declared that the promise of a Redeemer from the “house of David” was coming

· God was bringing salvation from our enemies – he might have been thinking Rome

· it also can mean salvation from our spiritual enemy, Satan

What were the people being redeemed/saved/rescued from?

· their thought was to be rescued from the domination of Rome (or any other nation)

· God intended them to be rescued from their sinful condition

What are believers today being redeemed/saved/rescued from?
· likewise, we are being redeemed from our sinful condition

· we are rescued from the penalty of sin

· also the power of sin over us in our lives

· eventually from the presence of sin, in heaven
What are we being redeemed/saved/rescued for?
· to live holy (separate, distinct from the world, unique) lives

· to live free from the power of god

· to be active in the Kingdom/rule of God

· to glorify God by what we say and do
· to serve God

We often focus on what we’ve been saved from. Why is it also important to reflect

on what we’ve been saved for?
· our salvation is more than just a “fire escape” from hell

· God saves us so our relationship with Him can be restored

· God wants us to be His instruments in reaching the lost for Christ

· we are to live lives that demonstrate God’s love through us

· we are called to live lives that glorify God by our speech, by our actions, by our attitudes

3.2 Redeemed from Fear
Listen for why we have been rescued?
Luke 1:72-75 (NIV)  to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73  the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 74  to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 75  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
How did Zechariah describe the "covenant" with God?

· it was holy

· distinct

· unique
What results did Zechariah say were guaranteed by God’s oath? 
· rescue us from the hand of our enemies

· enable us to serve Him without fear

· enable to serve in holiness, distinctively, uniquely

· enable to serve righteously … correctly, in the right way
What opportunity or privilege did God grant to those whom He delivered or rescued? 
· we get to serve the King of Kings

· better than working for a prime minister or president or general

· we don’t have to be scared of the One we serve

· we are in awe of Him but not scared

· we can serve rightly

· we can serve Him our whole lives

How would you describe the difference between our proper fear of God and the fear God removes.
	Proper Fear
	Fear the God Removes

	· awe

· reverence

· amazement

· almost beyond belief
	· fear of punishment

· fear of failure

· scared of problems faced

· overcome by the threat of a godless or anti-God culture


What does it look like to serve God without fear?
· willing to follow God’s direction, even though it seems difficult

· able to step outside our comfort zone in service to Him

· not overcome or overwhelmed by occasional failure

3.3 Redeemed from Sin
Listen for John the Baptist’s task.
Luke 1:76-79 (NIV) And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77  to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,  78  because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 79  to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."
To whom does Zacharias refer in verses 76-77?
· his son

· John the Baptist

· just born, even though Zacharias and his wife were elderly, beyond normal childbearing age 
What was this child’s role in the providence of God and what was his message?
· would be a prophet of the Most High

· will go before the Lord, before Jesus, prepare the way for Jesus

· we might think of him as the “warm up act”

· he would get people ready for Jesus’ ministry and teaching

What moved God to act to make possible the forgiveness of sins?
· God’s tender mercy

· He didn’t want to give us what we truly deserved – judgment on our sin, death

What imagery did Zacharias use in verses 78-79 to describe what the Messiah would do?
· called Jesus the “rising sun”, Jesus would bring light to a dark world

· His Truth would shine on those living in spiritual darkness

· this Truth would dispel the “shadow of death”

· this Light would light our way on the path of peace

· enable us to see and receive peace with God
What are some ways you’ve experienced God’s forgiveness and merciful compassion?
· initial salvation – realize you are a sinner, you have a sin problem

· realize Jesus redemptive work of His substitutionary death and resurrection

· He took the punishment (death) that we deserved for our sin

· He offers us new life that He acquired when He was raised from the dead – both physical death and spiritual death (separation from God)

How does our culture’s view of sin contrast with God’s view of sin?
	Cultural View
	God’s View

	· just a mistake

· what I did was not my fault … it was the fault of my environment

· only punishable if I get caught

· God weighs up good against bad

· there is no God … doesn’t matter what I do

· we’re no different than plants, when we die we just cease to exist and there is no consequence of good or bad deeds
	· we miss, do not measure up to His standard

· sinful acts are the result of our sinful condition, a sin-sickness

· a Righteous God cannot abide the presence of sin … so we deserve eternal separation from God – spiritual death

· God has solved the problem, Jesus took our judgment


How can we, as individual believers or as a group of believers, guide others to the way of redemption and peace?
· model a life of faith in Christ

· testify to the forgiveness God has provided us

· demonstrate a life that does good deeds as a result of our relationship with God

· show loving concern for the issues of life they are dealing with – offer to pray, to help to minister
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show God’s love in practical ways

· unsolicited acts of kindness

Application
Stop using spiritual duct tape. 

· You might be able to “mask” your sin problem, but you can’t fix it. 

· Without Christ, you’re lost.  Accept the fact that you can’t fix your sin problem and ask Jesus to forgive you.

· If you need help with this step, read the inside front cover of this book.

Live free from fear. 

· If worries periodically arise, memorize Romans 8:38-39 
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Embed the truth in your mind that nothing you might fear can separate you from Christ and His love.

Share the truth. 

· You know others who are spiritually broken. 
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Give them hope by sharing what you’ve learned in this study about the redemption Christ offers.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.





I am so dizzy!  The words in the list at the right got mixed up.  You need to unscramble those words.  Then use the numbers below the letters to figure out the quote from Billy Graham.  Find the solution and other dizzying puzzles at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yaezf7pq" �https://tinyurl.com/yaezf7pq� 








Double Puzzle   Luke 1:67 – 77 (NIV)









5

