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A Confident Life

1. Motivate

In what kinds of situations have you felt intimidated?
· when stopped by a traffic policeman

· when taking a class in a subject where you struggle

· standing in front of a group to speak or perform

· when called into the boss’s office

· when you were a teenager and had to meet the parents of the person you were dating
2. Transition

Some people – even believers – feel intimidated at the prospect of approaching God!
( Today we look at why we can draw close to God without fear or intimidation.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Know the Source of Confidence
Listen for how it is possible for sinners to enter the presence of a holy God.
Hebrews 10:19-23 (NIV) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, [20] by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, [21] and since we have a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. [23] Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

Why did the author say that those under the new covenant could draw near to God?
· Jesus’ blood was shed

· God opened the “curtain” 

· Christ gave His body

· Jesus is our great priest, the “go between”

· our hearts were sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience

· our bodies were washed with pure water

Consider the reference to the “blood of Jesus” as the means by which Christians could enter God’s presence.  Think about why the blood sacrifice fits into this picture.
· he was writing to Jews … they were familiar with blood sacrifices

· they knew an animal had to die, substituting its death for that of a sinful person

· God’s righteousness and justice had to be satisfied in order for us to continue to exist at all … let alone in His presence

What might keep a believer today from approaching God confidently?

· fear based on past sins (even from before your salvation)

· you currently have bad attitude, a “mad” on about something

· a recent failure situation

· a guilty conscience

What does having your heart “sprinkled to cleanse (you) from a guilty conscience” do to make a difference in your confidence before God?
· you realize God has cleared up the problem

· He has forgiven the failure

· not only does God set things straight with Him, He helps you set things straight within your own heart and mind

How can we express confidence as we draw near to God in prayer and worship?

· talk to God personally

· tell Him your joys, your fears

· specifically express your thanks for His forgiveness

· tell Him you are trusting His power and authority and love to be at work in all kinds of situations in your life


3.2 Stay in Church
Listen for what should happen when we are together in church.
Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

According to this passage, how should believers help one another?
· spur one another towards love and good deeds

· encourage one another

· help each other be ready as we see the Day approaching

Why are good deeds or good works an outgrowth of being concerned for one another?
· if you are truly concerned about someone, you will put those feelings into actions

· concern is demonstrated by actually doing something

· we will do good things, things which help the other person

What are some reasons church members might neglect church attendance?

· busy schedules

· sports and leisure activities which become more important than church

· the claim that it is the only day to relax … church is not always relaxing

· our favorite team is playing and we don’t want to miss it on TV

What is the danger of falling into a habit of irregular participation in church activities?

· you begin to miss the ministries of other people to you

· you are not able to use your Spiritual Gifts for others in the Body of Christ

· the more often you miss, the easier it is to not go at all

· you miss out on the fellowship of other believers – just not the same as camaraderie with unbelievers

· you are not fed spiritually as you need to be … you end up a spiritual anorexic (imagine someone with severe and dangerous spiritual “weight loss”)
What about the phrase “the Day approaching” in verse 25?  Why is it important to encourage one another in this context?
· we recently studied about the return of the Lord, the Second Coming

· we need to remind each other of this sure and certain event

· we need encouragement during tough times here on earth as we anticipate our ultimate union with Christ in Heaven

3.3 Take Sin Seriously
Listen for what will happen to God’s enemies.
Hebrews 10:26-29 (NIV) If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, [27] but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. [28] Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. [29] How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

What words or phrases tell us here about why deliberate sin is dangerous?
· the passage says that no sacrifice for sins is left

· the deliberate sinner should fearfully expect judgment

· should expect a judgment of consuming and raging fire

How does verse 29 describe deliberate sin?

· trampled the Son of God under foot

· treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant

· insult the Spirit of Grace

Agree or disagree?  

(
	Agree
	Disagree

	· all sins are forgiven … past, present, future

· I can always ask God for forgiveness

· God’s mercy and grace are infinite
	· sin separates me from fellowship with God

· there are real life consequences of sin (substance abuse, adultery, theft, etc.)

· Romans 6:1-2 (NIV)  What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? [2] By no means! …


Consider  temptation … why is being tempted not a sin?

· temptation is not the same as yielding to the temptation

· it is the yielding to the temptation that is sin
· temptation is only the suggestion that you should sin

· Martin Luther said, “you can’t stop the birds from flying over your head, but you don’t have to let them make a nest in your hair.”

How is our ability to resist sin’s temptations related to our confidence in Jesus?

· we are confident in the power of His presence in our lives

· He has promised never to allow us to be tempted beyond what we can handle

· we are assured that it is not God that is tempting us

What about regular participation in church, how does that affect our ability to resist sin’s temptations?

· we have the encouragement of other believers

· we have their support

· we can be accountable to one another – check up on each other one on one

· using our time and resources in God’s work keeps us from having time or opportunity to be tempted so much in many areas

3.4 Remember Past Victories
Listen for the kinds of problems endured by early believers.
Hebrews 10:32-36 (NIV)  Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. [33] Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. [34] You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. [35] So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. [36] You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

What problems does the author point out that the readers had overcome?
· suffering

· public insults

· persecution

· prison

· confiscation of property

How did they respond to these problems?

· stood their ground

· sympathized with  fellow believers who had been persecuted, stood side by side with them

· joyfully accepted events

What does the writer give for reasons for these kinds of responses?

· they knew they had better and lasting possessions (eternal life vs. temporal stuff)

· they had confidence in God’s power, love, sovereignty 

How does remembering previous spiritual victories help us in the present?

· we are reminded of God’s power and love to meet the new challenge

· God is the same, no matter what the new problem might be

· we remember how God used that situation to bring blessing and spiritual growth

· those situations are positive reinforcement for what we are currently experiencing
· we are driven to depend on God today, just like we did before

4. Application
4.1 Read Hebrews completely this week.
· Take notes on how Jesus is magnified above everything

· Note especially His sacrifice that opened access to the Father

· Draw near to God in worship of who He is and what He has done for you through Jesus

4.2 Write down the names of a few of your closest Christian friends
· Ask God to show you ways you can intentionally encourage them in their faith

· Take action this week to encourage them

4.3 Write down a brief spiritual autobiography
· Recount past victories and God’s faithfulness to you

· Remember He is the same God today

· Let the evidence of past victories motivate you to endure faithfully to the end

“Sin is not that big a deal because God has already forgiven all my sins.”
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