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Blessings of Holiness

1. Motivate

What rewards do you like to receive for a “job well done”?
· a raise!

· personal recognition

· a “thank-you” from the boss

· “thank-you” from the recipients of the task

· feels good when things run smooth because of what you did

· depending on the size of the task, might be a plaque, a prize, a bonus

· if you sell for Mary Kay, a pink Cadillac 

2. Transition

Consider that God owes us nothing … we are His servants (not employees)
· Yet He chooses to bless His people

· This week we look at the blessings God gives for living in holiness

3. Bible Study

3.1 Fruitfulness
Listen for the conditions for being blessed.
Leviticus 26:3-10 (NIV)    " 'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, [4] I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. [5] Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land.   [6] " 'I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. [7] You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. [8] Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you.   [9] " 'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. [10] You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. 

What conditions do you see here for receiving God’s blessings?

· follow God’s decrees

· carefully obey His commands

What blessings are mentioned in these categories?

	Provisions
	Personal Safety
	National Security

	· rain for crops
· abundant crops

· good fruit yield

· plenty to eat
	· nothing to fear

· remove savage beasts
	· peace in the land

· no sword  pass through

· 5 chase 100

· enemies fall before you


What kinds of situations keep you from sleeping because you are worried?

· finances

· kids

· crazy government

· the car is making a funny noise

· the swimming pool is turning green

· the boss is expecting more than I can accomplish

God says, “you will lie down and no one will make you afraid.”     How does this affect those issues that keep you awake and fearful?

· God will provide – He has sufficient resources

· God will guide and guard your family as you trust Him

· He is in charge, no matter what any human ruler thinks

· God is bigger than those issues for which you have no answers

What are some ways God has provided for your material or household needs?
· provided a job when needed

· sold a house/car for more than you anticipated

· gift from a friend or family member

· good garden crop – supplemented groceries for several weeks

· overtime opportunities when needed extra finances

What were some times when God protected you?

· missed being in a traffic accident

· was in an accident but God spared you

· was exposed to deadly contagious illness and didn’t get sick

· child fell and didn’t suffer any injury

( Maybe there was a time when you were in the accident or did get very ill or did not have a job for a long period.  

Agree or Disagree: God’s promises of protection or provision are not always true.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· obviously you weren’t protected that time

· do you always have entirely enough?
· if you were lucky to survive the accident, why didn’t God protect you from the accident in the first place?
	· accidents and sickness are a part of life

· God protects and provides the strength as we go through those situations

· God provides in the midst of all events of life


How should believers respond when they live obediently but frightening situations occur?

· tell God how you feel
· read His promises

· tell God you are trusting Him

· look for ways to praise Him despite the frightening situation

3.2 Presence
When your children were scared, why was your presence comforting to them?

· Mom and Dad could protect and provide

· the “monster” under the bed could not get them

· if parents are calm, that spreads to the kids

Listen for why the Israelites would be comforted.
Leviticus 26:11-13 (NIV)   I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. [12] I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. [13] I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high. 

What was the nature of God’s comforting?
· He would put His dwelling place among them

· He would walk among them

· Promised to be their God and they would be His people

What other blessings did God recount?

· brought them out of Egypt

· rescued them from slavery to Egypt

· enabled them to walk with heads held high

How does God demonstrate His presence in our lives today?

· reassurance of His Word

· presence of God’s Holy Spirit within our lives

· protection,  provision

· speaks to us through teaching, preaching of God’s Word

What are the benefits or blessings of God’s presence in our lives?

· peace, joy, … all the Fruit of the Spirit

· assurance

· strength to deal with all that comes to us in Life

· knowledge of God’s Power, He is in charge

What about the knowledge of God’s presence when you are tempted to disobey Him?  How does His presence impact those situations?

· similar to having someone look over your shoulder

· He speaks through our consciences

· He encourages us to do the right thing

· He empowers us to resist the temptation

How do you feel about God’s presence in your life now, as opposed to when you were younger?

· now more certain of His presence, more aware

· after many life experiences, assurance that He is sufficient for each situation

3.3 Restoration
What types of things do you forget?

· did I take my medicine?

· where are my keys?   where did I put my glasses?

· whoops, didn’t lock the house before I left

· need to remember that doctor appointment this week

What do you do to help yourself remember?

· make a stick-it note

· enter it into my smart-phone calendar

· wear watch on upside down or on other arm

Listen for what God would remember.
Leviticus 26:40-42 (NIV)  " 'But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers--their treachery against me and their hostility toward me, [41] which made me hostile toward them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies--then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, [42] I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. … [45]  But for their sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the Lord.' " 

God says He will remember His covenants … what would the Israelites need to do?
· confess their sins, their family’s sins

· agree with God about their treachery and hostility towards Him – agree it was sin

· humble themselves and pay for their sin

Why is repentance need for restoration to happen?

· shows understanding that the actions were sins

· shows intent to reject those actions as sinful and “head the other direction”

· shows intent to turn away from sin and turn towards obedience to God

How would you answer someone who says, “I’ve messed up too many times.  God could never forgive me after all these years.”?

· time isn’t an issue – as long as you are still alive and breathing

· number of sins is not the issue … one sin or a hundred still shows you are a sinner

· it’s not how many or how bad the sins are, it’s the basic admission that you are a sinner that is required

· Jesus died for all our sins, for all people, for all  time

· God will forgive … repent and confess and receive that forgiveness … believe what God says, His promises

If God will always forgive, why should we take sin so seriously?
· sin has consequences – rob a bank and get put in jail!

· tell a lie and get caught, your reputation with others is harmed – you will not be trusted

· unconfessed sin harms our relationship with God – we cannot experience His blessings and fellowship

4. Application
4.1 The Lord expects His people to live according to His Word
· He will bless His people for their faithfulness to Him

· All our blessings result from God’s acts of grace for our good and for His glory

· Thank Him for His faithful provisions for you each day

4.2 God dwells among His people and accepts them in relationship with Him!
· How great is that?!!

· Believers are able to experience ongoing encounters with the Lord

· He has set us free from the penalty and the power of sin in our lives – we are free to live for Him.
4.3 Forgiveness of sin and God’s favor can be found by those willing to confess their failures to the Lord
· God remembers His covenant promises – He will forgive

· God’s words are faithful and true … you can depend on Him

· Tell Him you are trusting Him this week
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