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Building A Legacy



1. Motivate

What are things that are strong or significant influences on children and young people in our society?

· parents

· peers

· TV and movies

· teachers

· church

· popular music

· sports figures

· grandparents

· brothers, sisters

Ask for opinions on ranking these … which has the most/least influence?

2. Transition

Most of us have ongoing opportunities to encourage other family members spiritual growth

( Today we will look at the role God intended for the family to communicate spiritual truths to children

3. Bible Study

3.1 Right Foundation
The title of this section mentions a “foundation.”  What is the purpose of the foundation of a building?

· carry the weight of the walls 

· keep the building from sinking

· keep the walls straight, the floor level

· keeps cracks from forming in the walls

Why would we need a spiritual foundation?

· something solid to base our lives on

· keep us from being shaken, from sinking

· keeps us straight 

· we don’t crack up!
Listen for specific concepts that were to be taught to children.
Deut. 6:1-5 (NIV)    These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, [2] so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. [3] Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you.     [4] Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [5] Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

What specific subject matter is to be taught?

· commands

· decrees

· laws

· obedience to God

· fear of the Lord

What results could be expected when these things were taught?

· learn to fear the Lord

· keep the commands that were taught

· enjoy life

· have a long life

· go well with you 

· you may increase greatly in land of milk and honey

· receive God's promises

· prosper

· keep alive

· lives of righteousness

What distracts people today from “loving the Lord with all your heart, soul, and strength?”  

· materialistic society with all the advertisement

· entertainment industry

· distractions of world events

· busy lives – kid’s activities, work, financial commitments, hobbies

What do you think it means to “fear” God?  What are some synonyms?

· to be in awe of Him

· not so much to be scared like in a scary movie or a scary nightmare

· reverence, respect, admiration, worship, veneration, astonishment, amazement, devotion

Consider ( When you are in awe and amazed at who God is, you will be more ready to trust Him and obey Him.

What are the significances of the two commands in verse 3, to “hear” and “obey”?

· more than just know or memorize

· more than letting the words in one ear and out the other

· includes hearing, listening, paying attention with understanding

· heed and apply

· teaching that changes one’s life

· teaching that has an observable effect

What things can influence how much the things we do teach changes the lives of our children?

· when we live by those same scriptural principles

· when they see us studying and applying God's word

· we teach by example more than by decree

· when it is consistent – not unloaded on them in a moment of either anger or guilt

· anger at their foolish decision

· guilt over our own lack of attention to them

· frequent small doses are better than occasional large loads

3.2 Share Your Life Message
Listen for ways we should communicate with our children.
Deut. 6:6-9 (NIV)    These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. [8] Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. [9] Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
Moses says that these commandments were to “be upon your hearts.”  What do you think he meant by that phrase?

· this is not something that is merely agreed upon mentally

· these are concepts that are part of our total being

· we know and act upon these realities

· they are the foundation of our value system 

We’ve just been told to teach succeeding generations to fear the Lord, to trust Him, to obey Him.  What do these verses say about when and how to do this?

· when you are sitting at home

· during normal conversation

· a normal event when you are together as a family

· when you are out and about

· while traveling

· when outside the privacy of the home

· when viewing situations, contexts outside the influence of the home

· when you lie down

· bedtime stories

· in the evening

· things learned right before sleep are better remembered

· when you get up

· start the day with admonition from the Lord

· teach the principle of starting the day with God

Given the following scenarios, what kind of biblical truths or principles might be taught in that situation?

	Sitting together in the yard

	· comments, discussion about God's creation

· the beauty of creation

· God's wisdom and creativity in the variety of nature

	Watching a rain storm

	· Discussion about God's power

· comments about how rain falls on both the just and the unjust

· discussion about cycles of rain and dry, God's provision for men and plants

	Traveling in a car

	· prayer for God's protection

· life is like a journey, needs a map – God's Word

· needs of people around us


3.3 Keep Your Focus
Listen for warnings as they enter the promised land.
Deut. 6:10-15 (NIV)   When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you--a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, [11] houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant--then when you eat and are satisfied, [12] be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.   [13] Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. [14] Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; [15] for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God 

What blessings were promised?
· land with large flourishing cities they did not build

· houses filled with good things they had not provided

· wells they had not dug

· vineyards, olive trees they hadn’t planted

In the midst of all these blessings, what warnings were given?

· be careful not to forget Jehovah God

· serve only Him … not foreign deities, false gods

· take oaths, promises only to Him

· don’t follow other gods (of the peoples around you)

· fear, stand in awe of God

· remember that Jehovah is a “jealous God”

In what way do you think God is “jealous”?

· God demands our sole devotion
· this is not to protect His sensitive feelings

· this is to preserve our very lives!

Why might all the blessings God was giving them detract people from being solely devoted from Him?

· after a while we forget it was God that gave the blessings

· we tend to want to take the credit for these things ourselves

· we begin to expect these things as our due

· we begin to feel we deserve them 

· we become devoted to our stuff

How might God’s jealousy for His people provide believers a sense of security?

· God is concerned about me

· He wants to keep my love and devotion

· He will do the best for me to bring about my love and awe for Him

· He is active in my life, shaping and molding me in ways that honor and glorify Him
· He will act to draw me to Himself – through His Word, through His Holy Spirit living within my life.

4. Application
4.1 Each generation of believers is to teach God’s ways to the next generation.
· Work to build a spiritual foundation for your children

· Model what you want your family to learn … fearing God, obeying God

4.2 Parents are accountable for sharing their faith with their children
· This week seek opportunities to share your faith with children, grandchildren

· As a family, look every day for reminders of what God has done and is doing
4.3 Remember who God is and what He has done for you
· Many aspects of our lives and our culture want to lure us away from God

· Don’t allow these rivals for God to gain priority in your life

· Ask God to show you where in your life He might be “jealous” for your devotion
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