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Confident

1. Motivate

What are some things you know will happen tomorrow?
· the sun will rise

· it’s gonna be hot (cold, rainy, sunny …)

· vacation/work

· traffic problems

· the grass keeps growing and needing mowing

What are some things you know will happen in the next five years?
· I will be older/slower

· the kids will be out of the house

· gas will cost more

· the government will get goofier

2. Transition

A good question to ask is, “How can we be confident of any of these things?”

· We can be confident of God’s presence in our lives

· God’s Holy Spirit wants to remind us today that God never leaves us nor forsakes us!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Confident in My Redemption
What kind of warranty would you want from a home builder?

· guarantee of craftsmanship

· guarantee of materials

· the building will withstand normal use … not fall apart

· plumbing, wiring, heating/AC will work satisfactorily 

· foundation will not shift, sink

Listen for how God has given us a guarantee of our salvation.

Ephes. 1:13-14 (NIV)   And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

What does God’s Holy Spirit guarantee?

· our spiritual inheritance

· our place with God in eternity

How is the Holy Spirit even better than a home warranty?

· He lives within us

· He will be with us through eternity … not some limited time on a calendar

· He has the power to take care of what He promises

· God’s promise is better than that of a human builder, God will never go back on His word

· He wants to uphold His promises

· He has no reluctance to provide additional grace, additional help and encouragement

· He comes into our lives in person,  does not send some “flunky” representative

What is the purpose of having a document with a notary seal?

· guarantees the genuineness of a signature

· speaks to the authenticity of the document

· makes it a legal document

How should  this “seal” and “down payment”  influence our lives?
· the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives shows that our salvation is the real thing
· demonstrates the authenticity of God’s working in your life

· His presence proves God’s “ownership”

· gives us the assurance of our salvation

Look at the concept of the Holy Spirit being the “deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption.”    Consider the typical percentage or amount required for a deposit or down payment … Maybe 10%

If (in human terms) the Holy Spirit represents a similar percentage, what do you picture as believers’ full inheritance in heaven?

· more wisdom

· more of the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
self-control, gentleness)

· more of the gifts of the Spirit

Why do you think God did this for us?

· He loves us … even when we don’t deserve it

· He wants to accomplish good things in our lives

· He wants to demonstrate His power and authority at work in our lives 

· He wants our fellowship – He wants to make us holy so we can have fellowship with Him

3.2 Confident in My Relationship
When have you felt out of place at a meeting or social event?

· had the wrong clothes for the situation (too casual, not casual enough, etc.)

· didn’t know any one, didn’t feel accepted

· had nothing in common with people there

Listen for how God shows we are accepted, we belong.
Romans 8:14-17 (NIV)    because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." [16] The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. [17] Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 What words and phrases describe the new kind of relationships the believer has with God?

· sons of God

· no longer a slave to fear

· you have the Spirit of sonship, 

· as if we are actually allowed to call Him “Daddy” or “Papa”

· we are God’s children, even adopted into God’s family

· we are heirs of God, co-heirs with Christ

What special relationship does an adopted child have with the adoptive parents?

· he/she was chosen on purpose

· the adoptive parents did not make a “mistake”

· birth parents have to “take what they get”

What kinds of feelings does being “chosen on purpose” by God bring to you?

· encouraged

· you feel special

· you don’t have to wonder if we are accepted or not
· you feel wanted
· you realize that God sought you out … your relationship with Him was not by accident, not by chance
What does Paul say about suffering?

· we share in Jesus’ sufferings – we suffer together with Him
· we also share in His glory

How do Christians suffer together with Christ?  How does He share in that suffering?
· some believers suffer for the sake of Christ, they are persecuted for following Jesus

· He counts our afflictions as His

· He sympathizes with them

· He carries us through them

· even when we suffer with life’s typical tragedies, Christ shares the burden

Note: suffering is not necessarily a punishment.

· More often it is a part of life

· It may be allowed by God … consider Job’s experience

3.3 Confident in My Reward
Listen for elements of  temporary “tent living” that make Paul “groan.”

2 Cor. 5:1-5 (NIV)    Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. [2] Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, [3] because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. [4] For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

What contrasts do you see between our “earthly tent” and our “building from God”?
	Earthly Tent
	Building from God

	· will be destroyed
· we “groan” in current existence

· we are burdened

· we are mortal
	· eternal house in heaven
· not built by human hands

· we long for it

· it will “clothe” us

· it is eternal life


How does the reality of heaven make this life both better while we are here and not to be missed when we are gone?

· that which God has prepared is so much better than we will ever have here

· we have something to look forward to (recall the anticipation of Christmas or birthday)

· heaven (in our future) is just as real as the tangible existence we have right now

· we can know that death is not an end, it is a transition to something better

· the reality is that those who are with the Lord now are the “lucky” ones … they are better off than we who are left behind

Paul’s  “groaning” is not whining but more of a “sigh” due to a condition from which one longs to be free … what causes you to groan for heaven?

· loved ones already there

· physical struggles

· the turmoil and chaos in the world today

· being surrounded by evil influences

Consider how the person of God’s Holy Spirit is a “down payment” in the Christian life for the promise of heaven.

· It is similar to the down payment we might make on something we purchase … we give a substantial financial amount to show our serious intent to buy

· His personal presence in our lives is a promise of the experiences and relationships which will come in the future

· His power is at work in our lives now in a spiritual sense

· God’s presence will be literal when we are in heaven

· God’s Spirit gives us power to defeat sin while we live in our mortal bodies

· He will actually free us from the presence of sin when we are with Him in heaven

4. Application
4.1 As believers, our experiences with God provide the basis for our confident hope
· Every aspect of Christian experience points to a bright future

· The Holy Spirit is like the “down payment” on our eternal inheritance.

4.2 Those who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s adopted children.   As God’s child, we are:
· Delivered from fear
· Given a close relationship with God
· Promise of a future inheritance

· Grace to endure suffering

4.3 When Christians die, they are assured of a having a permanent place in heaven.

· God’s Holy Spirit within our lives now is God’s down payment on and guarantor of our spiritual inheritance
· We can be confident of our reward in heaven

Ten times more!
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