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Connected in Christ

1. Motivate

What kind of group or cause have you been interested in joining?

· PTA committee

· church group

· country club

· community musical or theatrical group

· a club which has to do with your hobby

· sports team

· union organization

· local political group

· an investment group

· a book discussion group

2. Transition

Consider that church membership is actually quite a privilege
· It is made possible through Christ

· Today we look at how church membership is actually a gift from God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Christ Makes Access to God Possible
Listen for the results of preaching.
Ephesians 2:17-18 (NIV) 17  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
What are some possible ways to understand the statement that Christ “preached”?

· when He was here on earth, he taught and preached

· He sent people out to preach in His name

· He gave the great commission to the disciples to preach, teach, disciple

· that great commission applies to us today to continue to communicate the Gospel

What is the result of believing the message of Christ?  
· peace … with God, with self, with others

· peace for gentiles (those far away)

· peace for Jewish believers (those who were near)

· access to the Father

· presence of the Holy Spirit making that access possible
What the word “access” imply about the needs of Gentiles and Jews alike, and what benefit came to each?

· all peoples (Jews and Gentiles) are originally separated from God

· we exist in hostility and  antagonism against God 

· we are born in that condition 

· God wants a personal relationship with each individual, but we are thwarted by our sinful condition

· God has made it possible for us to have that relationship by taking the punishment for sin upon himself

· when we confess our condition, repent (turn around from) that attitude, and receive by faith God’s provision, we can experience forgiveness

What emotions do you experience when you think about our direct access to God?

· amazed

· in awe

· wonder why God would want to bother with puny humans

· joy

· assurance

3.2 Christ Makes an Outsider into An Insider
Listen for more consequences to Christ’s preaching.
Ephesians 2:19 (NIV) 19  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,
 What two images did Paul used to describe the advantage that came with having direct access to God through Christ?

· citizenship

· family

· member of God’s household

· opposite of foreigners and aliens

What implications are associated with each image?

	Citizen
	Family Member

	· rights

· responsibilities

· belong

· protection of the law

· infrastructure provide by govt
	· belong

· accepted

· loved

· protected

· provided for

· participate in helping one another

· fellowship


How is  being part of a church like being part of a family?

· you are accepted

· you have people who love you

· you have people who take care of you

· you have a place to gather to fellowship

· you also have responsibilities to each other, support and help each other

How does the gospel break down religious and social barriers?
· when God forgives, we are to forgive also

· faith in Christ gives people a common relationship, a unity

· when we realize we are all sinners saved by God’s grace, then no one social class is better than another
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if we become part of God’s family, citizens in His Kingdom, then we are united, despite racial, social, or economic barriers 
How should churches treat foreigners and aliens?   What if these two people showed up for our Small Group next week? 

· receive them gladly

· introduce them to Jesus

· make them welcome 

· connect them with someone with similar interests/background

· learn from them …new attitudes, new perspectives
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3.3 Christ Joins Believers Together
Listen for a foundation described.
Ephesians 2:20-22 (NIV) 20  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
[image: image4.wmf]On what foundation were the Ephesian believers built?  
· prophets

· apostles

· Jesus as chief cornerstone

Why is a foundation and placement of the first corner important?

· keeps building from collapsing
· makes sure building is aligned correctly (parallel and perpendicular to street, etc.)

Why would we need a spiritual foundation?

· something solid to base our lives on

· keep us from being shaken, from sinking

· keeps us straight 

· we don’t crack up!

What is the significance of Jesus as the chief cornerstone?

· corner stone must be placed exactly

· whole rest of the building situated based on where and how that first corner is placed down

· if it is crooked, the rest of the building goes crooked

· if we are lined up on Christ, we are in the right orientation, the right place

How was the church described as living and growing?  
· with Jesus as Chief Cornerstone

· church is joined together

· body of believers become God’s dwelling place, holy (separate)

How were the Ephesians becoming part of God’s dwelling?  
· being built together

· become a dwelling place for God, Himself

· Person of the Holy Spirit dwells within each believer

· Holy Spirit is present within the body of believers as a group

What is the purpose of God’s people as a spiritual building?

· it takes all the individual elements of the building to make it totally functional

· we all need each other

· each of us has a part, a role to play

· the building is still being built … new believers being added … new elements added to the church each day

· new capabilities

How is this this is a structure that  both has been built and is being built?

· the church has existed for more than 2000 years

· each generation has been a part of the “building”

· the “building” has functioned in varying degrees as God intended

· it continues to be built as new believers are added … new people groups are involved in the functions of the church

What does that imply about the work of God through Christ?

· it is ongoing

· it has accomplished much over the centuries

· it continues to grow and to reach out in new ways

· new people being added daily

4. Application
4.1 View church membership as a gift.
· Thank God daily for the opportunity to be included in His family, the church

4.2 Ask the right question
· John F. Kennedy challenged Americans, “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”

· Ask the church staff, “What can I do for my church?” (watch their surprise … be ready for them to faint
· Then do it!
4.3 Invite others in.

· Who around you needs to be introduced to the gospel?

· Who needs to be included in Christ’s church?  Make a list!

· Invite at least one of them to come with you to your Bible study group this week
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Note: this is not the same kind of cornerstone we think of today, often a decorative or commemorative stone – Paul is talking of placement of the first stone at the first corner
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