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Connected in Unity

1. Motivate

When have you been in a situation where working together was a necessity, not an option?

· on a sports team

· moving a large piece of furniture

· a team project at work

· building a house

· launching a boat at a boat ramp

· playing a card game with a partner

· working a group project in school

· parenting your kids

2. Transition

Today we look at what keeps the church unified …

· We are diverse individuals

· At the same time God calls us to unity … which takes work

3. Bible Study

3.1 Accept Each Other
Listen for Paul’s exhortations.
Ephesians 4:1-2 (NIV) 1  As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
According to Paul, what virtues will foster unity among Christians?
· humility

· patience

· gentleness

On what grounds were his appeals based?

· his own experience as a “prisoner” for the Lord

· to be worthy of God’s calling

· have an attitude of love

Why are each of these attitudes difficult to apply in daily life?

Humility:

· our culture pushes us to look out for number 1, for self

· we are taught to be tough, to strive for the top

· competition is a big deal

Gentleness:

· sometimes looked at as weakness

· men are supposed to be tough, macho

· if a man is too gentle, he might be considered gay

· a woman in the workplace wants to show she is in charge, not a pushover

Patience:

· time is money

· we want instant gratification

· the “fast food” phenomenon transfers to all areas of our lives

· why can’t people do what I want, when I want it?

3.2 Strive to Keep Unity
Listen for how to stay unified.
Ephesians 4:3 (NIV)   Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
 According to Paul, how are believers bound together?

· God’s Holy Spirit binds us together

· it is a bond of peace

How should being at peace with God affect being at peace with one another?

· when you know you are forgiven, you know that you are no longer an enemy with God

· you know of God’s love and care for you

· He loves them and died for them … that attitude becomes part of your own thought process

· God’s love works through you

· God’s Holy Spirit produces through you the Fruit of the Spirit … including love

· Then you can be at peace with the rest of God’s children … even when they are different from you
Why do you think Paul stressed the theme of Christian unity to the Ephesians? 
· maybe he sensed a problem or had heard about it

· he knew that people are too often self-centered and unity suffers

· he knew the importance of being unified in the task of communicating the gospel

· he was thinking of the concept of the “body of Christ” and how all the elements or “members” of a body need to work together for the body as a whole to function effectively
Why does unity require so much effort?

· we are self-centered

· we are afraid to let someone else have their way

· we emphasize the differences, the disagreements we have with others

· we are unwilling to even look at someone else’s point of view

· we end up polarized like the current political landscape

What might you do to strengthen the bond of peace in your group, in your local church or with people of other faith communities? 
· pray for one another regularly by name

· help each other in times of need

· check up on each other when someone is unexpectedly missing from some event

· unexpected acts of kindness … just do something nice for each other once in a while

· encourage one another, complement them, affirm them

Think together for a few minutes about the power of peace as a witness to the reality of Jesus Christ. Name or imagine situations in which authentic peace has reflected or might reflect the power and promise of the Good News in Jesus Christ
· how we handle tragedy in our lives … illness, death, financial reversals, etc.

· how we deal with people who might cross us, become our enemies, just plain ornery or irritating people

· how we deal with long term struggles

· how we handle daily responsibilities of household chores and family events

Consider the words of “O Holy Night”, especially the third verse. This song expresses the power and promise of Christ’s incarnation and witness in a world of sin and strife. 
Oh holy night!

The stars are brightly shining

It is the night of the dear Savior's birth!

Long lay the world in sin and error pining

Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!

Take a moment in the class for a group member to pray for Christ’s peace to make a difference in the life and witness of each person.
3.3 Built on the Oneness of God
Listen for several mentions of “one”.
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NIV)  There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- 5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Identify the seven factors Paul enumerated that make for unity in the church.

· one body (of believers)

· one Spirit

· one hope

· one Lord

· one faith

· one baptism

· one God and Father

How is Christian unity related to the nature of God?

· we are united, we are one because God is

· God is not split into various factions

· the Trinity (Father, Son, Spirit) are three personalities yet unified, united, one entity … God

· we may have different personalities in our collection of believers, yet we are to be united into one body with the same goals, the same direction, the same source of power

What does all this have to do with how Christians are to conduct themselves towards each other?

· unified – having the same goals for the ministry of the Gospel

· realization of being called

· one person in charge … God

· don’t try to run other people’s lives … God is the one who is in charge

What are some nonessentials that church people sometimes become divided about?

· color of the carpet

· which side of the platform should the piano be on (should it even be on the platform?)

· should we pad the pews or not

· who gets to be Mary in the Christmas program

· what kind of candy should be purchased for the children’s Christmas treats?

· what kind of music is used in worship services

· the drums are too loud

When church unity becomes fractured over these kinds of nonessential matters, what does this say about our priorities?

· misplaced

· more concerned about having our own way than about working together to reach the lost

· we become distracted from our main task – tell the world about Jesus, disciple believers

· we begin to major on minors

· instead we should keep the main thing, the main thing

Since churches and their members are so diverse, what unifies us as the body of Christ?

· the basic Truth of the Gospel message

· God’s Spirit at work in our lives … convicting/convincing us of our need to depend on Him 

· putting God first in our lives … giving up the selfish desires and attitudes

· allowing God to live out through us the Fruit of the Spirit

4. Application
4.1 Don’t participate in gossip (otherwise known as “sharing important tidbits of information”)
· Stop gossip when you hear it

· Instead, look for ways to encourage people

4.2 Forgive
· Consider carefully any grudges you’ve been harboring and the names of the persons involved

· Choose at least one this week and forgive the person involve without waiting for them to seek forgiveness

· Set a goal to forgive each person on your list before the end of the month
4.3 Seek forgiveness 
· Ask the Lord to identify ways in which you may have contributed to division within your church

· Confess your actions to God (agree with God that this is sin) … repent and receive His forgiveness

· Then confess and seek forgiveness from any fellow church member you have hurt

Truly He taught us to love one another


His law is love and His gospel is peace


Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother


And in His name all oppression shall cease


Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,


Let all within us praise His holy name
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