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Forgive Early and Often

1. Motivate

Why do you think telling a story is an effective way to teach a concept?
· holds your interest

· you are able to make the application yourself

· it illustrates the concept in real life

· it is not so much an abstraction

2. Transition

In this unit we are studying stories told by Jesus … parables.
· Today we look at a parable about forgiveness.

· When Peter asks how often to forgive, Jesus tells them a story.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Debt Forgiven
Listen for the magnitude of the forgiveness requested.
Matthew 18:21-27 (NIV) Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" [22] Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. [23] "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. [24] As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. [25] Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. [26] "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' [27] The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
Peter suggested forgiveness 7 times was sufficient.  What did Jesus say?
· this version says 77 times

· other versions say 70 times 7 = 490 times

Whichever number Jesus used, why do you think he was not intending an exact number?

· Jesus was using hyperbole, exaggeration for effect

· you might keep track of 7 times of forgiveness

· most of us would lose track of how many times before we got to 77

· Jesus was telling us that we should just keep on forgiving

Why do many people want to know the limits of forgiveness?

· they are legalistic in nature

· they really don’t want to forgive

· they feel they have reached their limit – then cannot handle it any more

Note there are some things that unlimited forgiveness does not mean …

· we don’t bless wrongdoing

· we don’t allow cruel people to hurt others without end
Look ahead to the next passage and note the contrast of how much was owed by each slave
· 10,000 talents ( more than 100,000 years of wages

· 100 denarius   ( three months of wages

What did the master initially command since the servant had no way to pay it back?

· the servant, his wife, his children be sold

· that sale price would be put against the debt

· wouldn’t be enough to pay the debt, but it would punish the man for running up such a debt

What was the response of the servant?

· he fell on his knees before the master

· be patient with me

· he begged

· I will pay you everything

Why is this request so unreasonable?

· the size of the debt could never be repaid

· the servant didn’t deserve mercy

· he really deserved harsh punishment for running up such a large, unpayable debt

· maybe he had even acquired that much money illegally by embezzlement 

Jesus is speaking to an issue that is more than our interpersonal squabbles.  What is the implication for us of the huge amount owed by the king’s slave?

· our sinfulness is a giant offense against God

· it is a “bill” which we cannot ever “repay” or work off

· just as hundreds of thousands of years of work cannot repay a debt, we could never do enough good works to counter balance our sinful condition

What was the master’s response to the servant’s pleas?
· he took pity on the servant

· he canceled the debt

· he let him go

Why do you think the master was willing to forgive such a huge debt?

· maybe he figured either way he would never see the money

· in any case he must have been a kind and loving person

· he chose not to be vindictive

How does this illustrate God’s attitude towards our sin debt?

· He is loving, forgiving

· He wants to forgive those who repent of their sin

· He loved us so much that He paid the debt with the life of His son

· we don’t deserve the forgiveness, but He seeks us out, offering the forgiveness

3.2 Heart Hardened
Listen for a surprising turn of events in the story.
Matthew 18:28-30 (NIV) "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarius. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. [29] "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' [30] "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
What surprising actions does the recently forgiven servant do?
· finds another servant who owes him money

· the money is absurdly less than what he owed

· with physical violence he demands the money

· when the man is unable to pay immediately the first servant throws the man in jail

What parallels exist in this second scene?

· one man owes another money

· the payment is not immediately available

· mercy and patience are pleaded for

The glaring difference is that now the one owed the money is unwilling to forgive.  Why do you think he took this attitude when he had just been forgiven so much?

· he was a jerk

· he needed a new source of money since his master found out about his embezzlement

· he really didn’t appreciate the forgiveness extended to him

· he was not really repentant

We noted earlier in the lesson that God’s forgiveness of us is illustrated by the master’s forgiveness of the giant debt owed by the first servant.  If we have been forgiven so much, why are we often unwilling to forgive?

· somehow we don’t think of it as the same thing

· we take God’s forgiveness for granted

· we consider the offense against so bad that it cannot be just set aside

· like the first servant, we don’t really appreciate the forgiveness God has extended us

· we so easily forget about God’s forgiveness when we are confronted by someone else’s offense against us

How is refusing to forgive someone an offense against that person?

· each of us has been forgiven so much more by God

· we don’t deserve it, yet God has forgiven

· our only response must be to respond in like fashion and forgive

· when we do not do so we are not acting in godliness

· when we do not respond to someone else in a Christ like way, we are offensive
3.3 Forgiveness Expected
Listen for how the story ends and God’s justice is illustrated.
Matthew 18:31-35 (NIV) When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. [32] "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. [33] Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' [34] In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. [35] "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 
Consider the different characters in this drama … what were their responses and actions?
	Other slaves
	the Master
	Wicked slave

	· saw what had happened

· greatly distressed

· told the master all
	· called servant in

· confronted him

· “you wicked servant”

· declared he should have forgiven also

· turned him over to jailers for torture
	· had begged for forgiveness

· should have had mercy on fellow servant


How does refusing to forgive confine us to a type of “prison”?

· in a sense you are controlled by the offense you have perceived

· it can become an obsession

· it affects  your attitudes and actions in so many other areas of your life

· your normal relationships are skewed, twisted, distorted because you hold that grudge

Agree or disagree?      ( 
	Agree
	Disagree

	· they don’t deserve forgiveness

· they need to learn how much hurt they caused

· they receive their “just desserts”

· “that’ll show ‘em”
	· we end up like the wicked servant in a “prison”
· you are out of fellowship with God

· you end up not being thankful for the magnitude of forgiveness God has afforded you


What are some ways to express forgiveness?
· verbally state, “I forgive you”

· acts of kindness

· reestablish relationship

· refusing to hold a grudge

We should note that forgiveness does not necessarily include forgetting or trusting again

· God does not ask us to be gullible

4. Application
4.1 Spend some time in prayer this week focusing on the forgiveness God has given to you

· God has not given you the punishment you deserve

· You should be ready to offer mercy to others in the same way

· You must not harden your heart to the request of another seeking to be forgiven 

4.2 Ask God to help you admit if you are at present refusing to forgive another person who has harmed you
· Forgiving is a release of someone from their offenses against you

· It is also a release of yourself from holding that offense against them

· It is not denial of what happened, it is refusing to take action in response or retaliation

4.3 Pray for the person who has hurt you
· Pray for God’s blessing on them
· Pray for the ability to forgive them

· Ask for God’s reminder of His forgiveness to you – and to them
When you refuse to forgive, you punish the other person more than you hurt yourself.
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