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From Failure to Correction

1. Motivate

How can you tell when something is out of focus?
· it is blurry

· the letters are fuzzy

· you cannot read the words

· the detail is missing

· you can’t see the music on the music stand – you  need trifocals

· when your arms aren’t long enough to hold the book out so you can see it

2. Transition

Sometimes our lives get out of focus.

( Today we look at how to move from fuzzy to corrected life vision

3. Bible Study

3.1 Acknowledge God’s Leadership
Listen for how someone celebrated a victory.
Exodus 15:19-21 (NIV) When Pharaoh's horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the Lord brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. [20] Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing. [21] Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea." 
What were the catastrophic results for Pharaoh’s army?

· horses, chariots, men followed Israelites across the Red Sea

· just as they got in the middle, the Lord brought the waters of the sea back over them

· meanwhile the Israelites got across, walking on dry ground

What do you remember about Miriam from when Moses was first born?

· she watched over baby Moses when he was hidden in a little boat among the water plants

· when Moses was discovered by a princess, Miriam offered to find a wet-nurse for the baby (their mother)

What facts do we learn about Miriam in this passage?
· she is Moses and Aaron’s sister

· she is a prophetess

· she is a leader

How did she celebrate the victory

· took tambourine in hand

· lead all the women (also with tambourines)

· began a victory dance

· lead in a song/chant

How was Miriam’s focus in the right place?

· she saw that God had accomplished the destruction of the enemy

· she wanted to give God the glory He deserved for this victory

· she didn’t just worship privately

· she led others in this praise to God

· she became a contagious force

Why are we more inclined to acknowledge God’s leadership when we like the way things are going, rather than when things are difficult?

· when things are bad, we want to blame God, not praise Him

· when things are good, it’s easy to say, “God is good” and even add, “all the time”

· we are rarely grateful in any way when things are bad

· truth be told, we are doing well to remember to praise and thank God when things are good

How does acknowledging God’s leadership in all situations help us avoid a critical spirit?

· it is a matter of faith, trusting God in all things

· if you are complaining and griping, you are not trusting God’s overall sufficiency

· if you are worshiping God, declaring His worth, praising Him (even in bad times), then you are less inclined to gripe, complain, grumble
· an attitude of praise and trust makes it easier to maintain joy in any situation

What kinds of victories has God accomplished in your life that would be worth singing about?

· your salvation!

· provided a job

· gave healing

· gave wisdom for a decision

· opened a door of opportunity

· protected from tragedy

· provided strength, courage, endurance in dealing with life’s problems

What song or hymn can you think of that would express this kind of praise?

· Great Is Thy Faithfulness

· Count Your Blessings

· To God Be the Glory

· Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  

· Love Lifted Me

· My Anchor Holds

· Blessed Assurance

· Amazing Grace

3.2 Avoid a Critical Spirit
Listen for a different attitude from Miriam (and Aaron).
Numbers 12:1-3 (NIV)   Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. [2] "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the Lord heard this.  [3] (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) 

Who began to speak against Moses? 

· Miriam

· Aaron

· Moses’ brother and sister

· the ones who had rescued him as a baby

What issues were voiced, what were the complaints??
· he had married a Cushite

· she was a foreigner, not an Israelite

· was an interracial marriage (?)

· Miriam and Aaron also show jealousy

· they think Moses was getting more notoriety than he deserved

What do you think caused Miriam to lose focus at this point in the sequence of events?
· jealousy, Moses (their little brother) was getting the attention of the people 
· maybe she was upset at Moses getting a new wife (possibly the first wife had died)

· maybe she was also jealous that Moses had a spouse – (no mention of made of her having a husband)

· seems like she was being passed by on multiple levels

What kinds of things cause us discontent?

· someone said something mean spirited against you

· a bad or unfair work evaluation

· getting bested (or cheated) in a business deal

· worry about willful children

· marital problems

· unreasonable neighbors

What kind of man was Moses? 

· very humble, described as the most humble person on earth

· humble defined as, “showing a modest or low estimate of one's own importance”

· means that a person may have accomplished a lot, or be a lot but doesn't feel it is necessary to advertise or brag about it.
How would this help him (and us) deal with disappointments and opposition?

· what people say doesn’t matter so much

· my reputation matters less than my character

· I’m going to trust God … no matter what people say, no matter what happens

· God is bigger than these petty issues

3.3 Accept God’s Correction
Listen for God’s response to the criticisms.

Numbers 12:8-13 (NIV) With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" [9] The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left them. [10] When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam--leprous, like snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; [11] and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do not hold against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. [12] Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away." [13] So Moses cried out to the Lord, "O God, please heal her!" … [15] So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 
What did the Lord say to Miriam and Aaron for creating a conflict with Moses? 

· you should have been afraid to speak against my servant

· don’t you know that God and Moses speak face to face

· we converse directly

· and you’re going to bad mouth him?

What did God then do?

· His anger burned against them

· He left them

· When the cloud of God’s presence lifted, Miriam had leprosy

How do you think God feels when we carry on with an attitude of complaining and accusing one another?

· God feels at the same time sadness and anger

· as believers, we bring shame on His name – especially when we act against those who minister

Why do you think God’s correction of Miriam was appropriate?
· it would have “stopped her cold” in her ongoing opposition of Moses

· it totally got her attention

· it forced her to be separated from everyone due to the contagious nature of leprosy

How did Aaron and Moses respond?

· Aaron pled with his brother to forgive their foolish sinful actions

· he also asked Moses to intercede with God for her condition

· Moses prayed to God for healing for his sister

What does this response say to us about our responsibility when we criticize or get criticized?

	When you criticize
	When others criticize you

	· be quick to confess (agree with God that it is sin)

· repent – resolve to cease and desist

· pursue forgiveness – from the injured party and from God
	· don’t hold it against them

· be willing to forgive

· pray for them

· act in ways that will restore relationships


4. Application
4.1 God is able to deliver His people.
· God’s deliverance is worth celebrating!

· Be encouraged to praise the Lord for specific blessings and deliverance this week.

4.2 Some people will respond to the success of others by criticizing them.
· A humble attitude is a proper response

· When maligned by others around you, quietly endure the slings and arrows ot their false accusations
4.3 Sins become more serious when they are put into words
· Be aware that sowing deeds (and words) of unkindness will reap certain consequences

· God offers forgiveness and restoration when we confess and repent
I’m showing my age by these hymn titles … you may know of some contemporary worship songs that express similar praise.  (
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