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Give Thanks Anyway

1. Motivate

What kind of problems make people feel like crying or giving up? 
· your car was towed 

· kids all sick at once

· betrayal by someone you had trusted

· loss of a job – fired, position done away with, laid off 

· death of a family member

· failure of your business

· house destroyed by natural disaster (flood, hurricane, tornado, etc.)

· child in deep trouble with the law
2. Transition

King Jehoshaphat was in a situation that made him feel this way.

· Today we look at how God told him to handle his dilemma – give thanks

· We can learn to give thanks in every situation.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Power
Listen for what is the problem.
2 Chronicles 20:10-12 (NIV) "But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy them. 11  See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. 12  O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you."
What did Jehoshaphat pray before the gathering of the people?  
· Lord, here we are … multiple armies are about to attack

· didn’t we treat them right in years gone by?

· now You’re going to let them drive us out of the very land You gave us?

· won’t you do something?

· we have no power to face this vast army

· we don’t know what to do

· our eyes are on you
The king felt powerless to deal with the problem.  What are some situations that make you feel powerless?

· The doctor says, “We’ve done everything medical science knows to do; we can’t do anything else.” 

· The airline announces bad weather has cancelled all flights. The funeral you’re attending is tomorrow and you’re stranded at the airport.
·  The boss calls you in and says, “I appreciate the hard work you’ve invested in this company for years, but we’re downsizing. Your job no longer exists.” 

What do you tend to do when you face a situation you cannot fix?

· run in circles scream and shout

· give up

· pray

· lash out at someone in the family … spouse, kids, the dog

· binge on chocolate chip cookies (or something worse)

· look for other ways to solve the problem

Surely God already knew all the history of the Israelites with surrounding nations.  Why was it a good thing for Jehoshaphat restate those issues to God in prayer?

· it is an expression of faith “We trusted you before, we want to trust you now”

· a form of praise … “Thank you God for guiding us during those years”

· helped the king remind himself of God’s power and authority – then when we had problems, and now when we have problems
How can prayer be the proper response to or defense against trouble? 
· go to God who has the power and authority to do something about the trouble

· we realize we’re at the end of our own resources … we know we need help from Someone (God) who does have resources

· confess our fear, repent from an attitude of despair

· declare our faith in Him

· not unlike our initial salvation … confess, repent from sin … declare faith in God for salvation
Consider this quote, “Our great need does not automatically drive us to prayer.”  Why do you think this might well be true?

· we like to handle things ourselves

· we don’t trust God enough

· we don’t think God is interested in our small/large problems

· we think our problem is too big for even God

· we look for human help … another doctor, more money, a house in a better neighborhood, a new job, etc.
In answer to the above quote … finish the following contrasts.

	When we are …
	Then God is …

	· weak

· incapable

· not able to see the way

· discouraged

· out of resources
	· strong

· fully capable, able

· providing the direction we need
· providing assurance
· has all resources we need


3.2 God’s Presence
Listen for God’s plan.
2 Chronicles 20:14-17 (NIV)  Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly.  15  He said: "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's.  16  Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.  17  You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.'" 
 What happened to Jahaziel while they stood before the Lord?  
· the Spirit of the Lord came upon him

· God gave him words to speak

· he spoke to the King and told them what to do

· God gave answers to Jehoshaphat’s prayer
What instructions from the Lord did Jahaziel give the people?  

· Put away fear and discouragement

· remember the battle is God’s, not yours – you will not have to fight this battle

· position yourselves and stand still

· watch God at work, see God’s deliverance 
· be assured, Jehovah (the God Who IS) will be with you
What does God want us to do when we face problems and threats? 
· same thing … put away fear and discouragement

· remember it is God’s battle

· trust God and watch Him at work

· know that God is with you

Why is a command like this, both to Jehoshaphat and us, a hard one to practice?

· goes against common “wisdom” to “stand still” when the other army is marching against you

· everyone is saying “we’ve got to do something”

· inaction seems like exactly the wrong thing to do

· trusting God seems like “inaction”
God spoke to Jehoshaphat through another person.  How does God speak to His people today?
· Scripture – both specific commands and principles

· circumstances … open and closed doors/opportunities

· just like Jahaziel, other godly men and women

· God’s Holy Spirit who dwells within each believer
3.3 God’s Victory and Peace
Listen for the unique battle plan.
2 Chronicles 20:20-22, 29, 30 (NIV)   Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful."  21  After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: "Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever."  22  As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated… 29  The fear of God came upon all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard how the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel.  30  And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him rest on every side. 
What were Jehoshaphat’s words of encouragement to the people the morning after the Lord gave them instructions?  
· listen up, everyone

· have faith in Jehovah God

· you will be upheld by Him

· have faith in His prophets, in what they tell us

· if you do this, you will be successful
Describe the battle plan given to the people.

· a choir was appointed

· they were tasked with praising God

· they were to lead the army

· they sang the song, “Give thanks to the LORD, for His love endures forever”

What happened as the people sang and praised the Lord?  
· God set ambushes against the opposing armies

· they ended up fighting and killing each other

· the enemies were totally defeated
How did the surrounding nations react when they heard the outcome of the battle? 
· fear/awe of God came upon all kingdoms of the countries

· the news got to all the surrounding countries

· they heard how God fought the enemies of 
What are the benefits of being a thankful person?

· thankfulness is closely connected to trust in God

· declaring thanks is declaring that God has blessed, delivered, helped

· gets you into the habit of trusting God the next time you face a difficult situation

How does being a thankful person advance your witness for Christ?

· shows others in whom you are trusting
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is a witness to others that God is at work

· declares to others God’s power, authority, love

Application
Pray. 

· If thanking God in the middle of a battle is a new or difficult idea for you, begin by praying for God to strengthen your faith and trust in Him. 

· Trust God to reveal Himself as you face the challenge and thank Him.

List. 

· It’s easy to create a list of the good things for which we are thankful, but make a list of the things that are difficult to be thankful for. 

· Beside each item, write reasons why you can be thankful.

Share. 

· As you meet with family this week, tell them why you can be thankful to God even for the difficulties and battles you are facing.

Give Thanks for God’s Power

Give Thanks for God’s Presence

Give Thanks for God’s Victory and Peace

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Give Thanks Crossword





Down


1. The _?_ is not yours, but God's


3. We have no _?_ to face this vast army


4. The Lord set _?_ against the enemy


6. Stand _?_ and see the deliverance the Lord will give you








Across


2. Have _?_ in the Lord


3. In the end, the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at _?_


5. We do not _?_ what to do


6. The _?_ of God came upon all the kingdoms


7. The king appointed people to _?_ praises at the head of the army


8. God says, "Do not be _?_"


9. Our _?_ are upon you
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