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God Is Wise

1. Motivate

What’s the wisest advice you’ve either embraced or ignored?

· buy low, sell high

· knowledge is power, keep reading

· make sure you dress each day with clean underwear (you might be in an accident!)

· go slow to go fast

· “i" before “e” except after “c”

· practice being kind instead of right

· the best things in life aren’t things

· live with no regrets, love with no limits

· if the shoe fits, buy a bigger size, your foot will grow into it
2. Transition

Now we so often “Google it” for advice

· Today we are interested in wisdom, not just advice or information
· God promises to give wisdom when we humbly seek it

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Source of Wisdom
Listen for conditions to receive wisdom.
Proverbs 2:1-6 (NIV) My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, [2] turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, [3] and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, [4] and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, [5] then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. [6] For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
What did Solomon encourage us to do? 

· accept my words … listen up

· turn your ear to wisdom

· apply your heart to wisdom

· cry out for insight, understanding

· look for it as if it was silver or treasure

If the student followed these actions, what would be the results?

· you understand the fear (awe) of the Lord

· you find the knowledge of God

· God will give wisdom

· God’s words are full of knowledge and understanding

What are the relationships between knowledge, understanding, and wisdom?

· knowledge is the collection of facts that we retain in our minds

· understanding is relating those facts

· wisdom is good use of those facts

How do we recognize what is true wisdom?

· truth is defined as “that which aligns with reality”

· wisdom will align with what works in real life

· when someone says or writes something and we recognize it as a capsulation of a true fact of life  …  that is wisdom

Where in our culture do people look for wisdom?

· internet

· friends

· Fox News or CNN (depending on political leaning)

· entertainment

· famous people who seem to have “made it” in life

Why is it hard in today’s world to pursue and accept God’s wisdom?

· lots of other things clamor for our attention

· God’s wisdom is contrary to the “wisdom” of the world

· it takes time and effort to “dig” in God’s Word, reading and studying

· sometimes we ignore God’s Spirit prompting us to apply God’s Truth to a certain area of our lives – our sinful nature objects

According to verse 6 what happens to the person who finds and appropriates God’s wisdom?

· you understand about the fear of the Lord

· you find the knowledge of God

Why is God the true source of wisdom?

· God is the true source of all good things

· God is the Creator … He knows how all these things work

· He is the source of all that is good

· He has given us His Word … the “Owner’s Manual” of how to live

What advantages are in store for the upright, the one who receives God’s wisdom?

· victorious living

· you are shielded from many kinds of problems

· the course of your life is guarded

· you way is protected

3.2 Trust God for Guidance
Listen for a well-known promise.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; [6] in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
What were the verbs in the passage that instruct us what to do?

· trust (in the Lord)

· do not lean (on your own understanding)

· acknowledge (God)

What  do you think it means to trust the Lord “with all your heart”?

· your emotions

· your intellect                 with all  your being

· your will

· totally convinced (despite worldly “wisdom”)

· in the face of ridicule from others, no matter what happens

What are some problems involved when you rely or lean on your own understanding?
· it is limited

· it is often flawed – you actually don't understand the reality of the situation

· it can be mixed up

· your biased views can cause wrong decisions

What are some observable behaviors that demonstrate we are trusting in the Lord?

· we obey what He says

· we apply God’s Word to our lives

· we ask Him for help in making decisions

· we go to Him first for guidance

What blessing or benefit comes to the one who trusts in the Lord?

· He makes your paths straight

· He guides you

· He works in your life to make plain decisions you need to make

· you gain wisdom and understanding

What do you think the author means with the phrase, "make your paths straight"?

· give good counsel in making decisions

· keep us living lives that are pleasing to God

· keep us from heading our lives in the wrong direction

· give us wisdom when we don't know what is the right thing to do

What are some things that hinder us from acknowledging God as the authority in our lives?

· we think God doesn't really understand us

· we don't believe God is able or interesting in helping us

· we think God is too far away, to big, to distant

How can we overcome such attitudes?

· know God's Word

· study His Truth

· learn about how much He loves you, cares for you, is able to help you

3.3 Fear the Lord Only
Listen for another condition and result.
Proverbs 3:7-8 (NIV)    Do not be wise in your own eyes;  fear the Lord and shun evil. [8] This will bring health to your body  and nourishment to your bones.

Again, with what verbs does the author exhort us?
· don’t be wise (in your own eyes)

· fear (the Lord)

· shun (evil)

What do you think it means to be wise in one’s “own eyes”?

· you have an inflated opinion of yourself

· you think you are smarter than others

· you believe you know what is right for you

What does it mean to “fear the Lord”?

· stand in awe of God

· you are super impressed with Who God is and what He is like

· you are amazed at His power, His authority, His love

· the only thing you can see is His ability and desire to do powerful things for you

Why should those who fear the Lord also want to separate themselves from (shun)  evil?

· you realize the holiness, the uniqueness of God and His hate of sin

· if you are impressed with His power and authority, you don’t want to displease Him

· you want to be associated with God, not with evil

What choices and actions must we pursue to “shun” or turn away from evil?

· be careful where you go, who you hang out with

· don’t go where you know there will be temptations for evil

· don’t look at things which tempt you to sin

· don’t keep things in your house which would tempt you to sin (including chocolate chip cookies!?)

Why is “turning away” from evil both a one-time thing and a daily priority?

· you need to make an initial commitment to do so … maybe at salvation, maybe later on in your spiritual journey … maybe at different times for different issues

· you are often confronted on a daily basis with these same issues 

· you need to make that right choice each of those times

What is the promise to us if we follow these instructions?

· God will make your paths straight – same as Prov. 3:6

· health to your body

· nourishment to your bones

4. Application
4.1 Pray
· Humbly ask God for wisdom each morning for daily activities

· Trust Him to Guide you also in major life decisions

· Ask Him to guide you through His Spirit, His Word, and His people

4.2 Study
· If you don’t have a consistent plan to study the Bible, adopt a daily plan to read and study Scripture

· Ask God for wisdom as you study, think, and journal about what you have read
4.3 Mentor
· Mature Christians can be a wonderful source of wisdom to younger believers

· Consider how this might happen in your church

· Meet with pastoral staff to discuss needs and opportunities available
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