12/25/2016
God’s Living Word Saves

1. Motivate

When have you had big news you couldn’t wait to share?

· got an A on a test

· got a raise

· going to Disney World

· show off your new car

· we’re expecting a baby

· got chosen for a special part in the play

· will be singing a solo in the program

· juicy gossip important information to be communicated

2. Transition

The true significance of Christmas is still “big news.”
· Jesus is the ultimate Word from God who brings salvation.

· We can share it everywhere.

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Word of Promise
Listen for a promise.
Psalm 119:41, 45 (NIV)  May your unfailing love come to me, O LORD, your salvation according to your promise; … 45  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts. 

What comes to mind when you hear the word salvation?  What are some synonyms?

· redemption

· deliverance

· rescue

· recovery

· escape

Why is it important that His lovingkindness and salvation come to us? 
· we need deliverance … from penalty of sin, from power of sin

· the psalmist claims God’s promise

· he cries out for it because he knows he needs it

· we don’t deserve it, but we need it
The KJV uses the world “lovingkindness.” What is lovingkindness (which translates the Hebrew word hesed)?
· faithful love in action

· loyal love of God for His people

· persistent and unconditional tenderness, kindness, mercy

· relationship where God seeks after man with love and mercy

· expresses God’s loyalty to His covenant

· also communicates God’s faithfulness to keep His promises
Why does it say that they come to us “according to His word?” 

· love and salvation are promised by God

· His covenant with His people promises His faithful love

· God promised to love Abraham and his descendants

· that includes us and spiritual descendants
Look at verse 45.  What does it mean to “walk in liberty”? 

· living free from bondage

· free from penalty and power of sin

· live life free from condemnation, free from guilt
How does the idea of “seeking His precepts” go against the world’s idea of liberty/freedom?
· to many people “freedom” is (incorrectly) synonymous with “free”

· we can be free from some things, but that status will probably cost us

· currently, when we honor our armed services, we say “freedom isn’t free”

· the word “liberty” connotes to some the freedom to do as they please

· they reject the idea of consequences of that kind of liberty

· there are conditions to freedom or liberty … 

· the psalmist says that seeking or pursuing obedience to God’s principles for living is the condition to be free … free from God’s condemnation, free from the oppression of sin
How do we seek His precepts? 

· regular (daily) study and meditation on His Word

· applying God’s precepts to our lives

· daily conversation with God … prayer

· submission to God’s guidance from His Word, from His Holy Spirit

3.2 The Word as Flesh
Listen for big news to Mary.
Luke 1:30-33 (NIV)   But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33  and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
 What description to we see here about the child Mary would bear?

· would be a son

· she should name him Jesus

· He would be great

· He would be called “Son of the Most High”

· God would give him the throne of his father David

· He would rule over the house of Jacob forever

· His kingdom would never end.

What emotions do you think Mary was feeling?

· fear, surprise, embarrassment

· excitement, honor, worry

Note the significance of the names and titles given to this child.

	Name
	Significance

	Jesus
	A version of the name Joshua – Joseph told in Matthew 1:21 “…give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  

	Son of the Most High
	· contrast to “prophet of …” title given to John

· Most High ( God

· Jesus would be God, divine … at the same time, human

	Given throne of David
	· born of the line of David, recall the Davidic covenant

· would be a king with a throne – not a literal or political kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom

	Kingdom include House of Jacob
	· A Hebrew patriarch

· name changed to Israel – for whom the nation was named


Note that the “Kingdom of God” is the realm where God rules.

Therefore, in what way is Jesus to be King today?

· King of our lives

· ruler over the church – the body of believers

· to sit on the throne of our hearts and minds

How is this kingdom different from other kingdoms?

· spiritual kingdom … not political

· does not possess land or geographical territory

· the King has infinite power and authority

· the source of the power, is the King, himself (not in the size or skill of His army)

· the subjects of the kingdom can choose whether or not to obey – the king does not force His authority on believers

How do believers, this kingdom’s subjects, know what the King wants of them? (We seem to have few apparent angel appearances today)

· God's Word

· circumstances

· Godly advice

· God's Spirit urging, encouraging, speaking deep in our consciousness

3.3 The Word Is Devine.
Listen for Mary’s response.
Luke 1:34-35, 38 (NIV)   "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35  The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God … 38  "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her.
What was the true sense of her question?  What kinds of things were racing through her mind?  

· her question implied the reality of the situation, her virginity

· she’s wondering what about the impending marriage with Joseph – if Joseph is to be the father, how soon is the baby – does this change the wedding date?

· if Joseph is not the father, who is – is marriage with Joseph now off?

How did Gabriel explain Mary’s conception?

· Spirit of God would “overshadow” her

· was not  a case of God having sex with a human

· would be a miracle spiritually and physically 

What are some reactions by the world to the concept of Jesus being born to a virgin?

· impossible,  obviously a myth

· pretty sick, a deity having sex with a human

· shows the Bible is merely a bunch of fairy tales, how can you believe that stuff?

Why, then,  was it so important that Jesus be conceived by and born of a virgin?  What did this have to do with salvation?

· otherwise He would be just another human

· Jesus would have been a man who became God

· this way, He was God who became a man

· this makes Him both fully human and fully God

· also speaks to the issue of humans being born into sin … born with a sinful nature

· Jesus was born without that sinful nature … He was perfect (the unblemished Lamb)

· Since Jesus had no sin, He was not condemned … He took our sin, our condemnation

Jesus is fully God and fully man.  How does that truth influence your choices this week?

· fully God implies the fact that He could be a substitute in our place for God’s judgment on sin

· fully human speaks to the fact that He knows and understands our struggles

· He was tempted in the same ways we are tempted

· empowered by the Spirit of God, He lived a perfect life 

· similarly, that can potentially be possible for believers today
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Application
Accept the gift. 

· Jesus is God who came to earth to give you life. 

· Believe that truth and trust your life in His hands. 

· Talk to your Bible Study leader or someone on your church staff about how to become a Christian

Live the gift. 

· A life in Christ is a changed life. 

· Pray daily that Jesus would make you more and more like Him.

Share the gift. 

· Many people are aware of the basics of the story of Jesus’ birth. 

· Tell them the significance of that event—God came to earth as a man to save us.

· Lead them to embrace the gift of salvation by faith in Christ.
Christmas Word Scramble
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





A Christmas Message





Unscramble each of the clue words.  The words (including some names) are all taken from today’s scripture passages. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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