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God’s Word Is Truth

1. Motivate

How have you seen standards change over your lifetime?

· standards of dress

· hemlines up and down

· width of neckties … wearing of neckties

· what is acceptable for what people wear to church

· the shift towards No-Smoking standards

· acceptable Sunday activities

· less and less churches have a Sunday evening service

· behavior of kids in school

· standards of how news media report

· standards of technology availability

2. Transition

All kinds of  things change – but God’s Word remains the same

· We can fully rely on what the Bible teaches.
· As we conclude our study of Psalm 119, we know with certainty that we can rely on the Truth of God’s Word
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Saving Word
Listen for the psalmist’s requests.
Psalm 119:153-155 (NIV)  Look upon my suffering and deliver me, for I have not forgotten your law. 154  Defend my cause and redeem me; preserve my life according to your promise. 155  Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek out your decrees.
So, what requests does the psalmist make?

· consider my affliction

· rescue me

· look upon my suffering

· defend my cause

· redeem me

· preserve my life

What do these verses teach us about the psalmist’s relationship with God?
· depends on God

· believes God watches over him and will act on his behalf

· has a talking relationship with God … communicates with Him

· knows God’s promises

How does God’s Word help us in times of distress?
· encouragement

· assurance

· guidance, wisdom

· often the Psalms echo our very deep feelings

· we can even read those passages as prayers

When can God’s Word redeemed a difficult season in your life?  For what kinds of situations will Scripture speak to us in a special way?

· family stress

· when life becomes overwhelming

· health tragedies

· weather disasters which cause great loss

· loss of a family member

· when trying to make an important decision

· financial reversal

· when facing new challenges – new marriage, new baby, new job, moving to a new home

What did the psalmist have to say about salvation?

· far from the wicked

· found in God’s word

For believers who have salvation, how can you communicate God’s love to people who are going through some of those situations we listed above?

· offer to pray for them, to pray for them

· share a verse that encouraged or gave assurance to you

· find a way to help them in a practical manner

· share how God helped you in a similar situation

· maybe enlist others in your church fellowship to offer assistance

3.2 God’s Loving Word
Listen for more requests.
Psalm 119:156-159 (NIV)  Your compassion is great, O LORD; preserve my life according to your laws. 157  Many are the foes who persecute me, but I have not turned from your statutes. 158  I look on the faithless with loathing, for they do not obey your word. 159  See how I love your precepts; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your love.
 What terms does the author use to describe his enemies?

· foes

· persecutors

· faithless

· disobedient of God’s word

What did the psalmist do differently than these enemies did?

· did not turn from God’s statutes

· loved God’s precepts

· depended on God, on His love

What does the psalmist pray for/about in these verses?
· preservation

· protection from foes

· his concern for the influence of unbelievers, the “faithless”
Note Ex 34:6-7 Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed:  Yahweh—Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth, 7 maintaining faithful love to a thousand generations, forgiving wrongdoing, rebellion, and sin. But He will not leave the guilty unpunished, bringing the consequences of the fathers’ wrongdoing on the children and grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.
How do these verses speak to God’s compassion?

· God is compassionate and gracious

· He is slow to anger

· rich in faithful love, maintains it forever (1000 generations)

· forgives wrongdoing, rebellion, sin

How might we be overwhelmed by the love and mercy described in Psalm 119:156?
· when we fail God and sin, realize that God still loves us

· when God’s people rally around us and help us

· when in a worship service a song or scripture verse speaks to you in a special way

· when a verse you read in your quiet time speaks exactly to what is worrying you 

What makes it hard for some to accept the reality of God’s love?

· distracted by busyness of life

· feel they have gone too far for God to forgive or pull them out of their troubles

· are too tied up in pursuit of material things or personal success and power

· feel God disappointed them in a previous situation, mad at God

What does the psalmist pray for/about?
· preservation

· protection from foes

· his concern for the influence of unbelievers, the “faithless”
How will believing God hears and sees affect the way we pray?
· pray with confidence

· be quick to confess our sins

· be honest with God

· can be specific with God – less of “God bless our family” and more of “Help Johnny with his math test and Daddy with his presentation today at work”

3.3 God’s True and Enduring Word
Listen for a description of God’s Word
Psalm 119:160 (NIV)  All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.
What facts does the author have to say about God’s Word?

· God’s Word is Truth

· it is eternal

· it is always the same, unchanging

· and yet it speaks to people of every historical era

· it speaks to every culture

Definition of “Truth” : that with aligns with reality – it is a statement about the way the world actually is.

What is the difference between saying Scripture contains truth versus saying Scripture is entirely and totally true? 
	“Contains” truth
	Is entirely, totally true

	· may also contain some other things

· may also contain some fallacies 

· could be inferred that it contains much truth or little truth 
	· no fallacies at all

· no extraneous parts

· all parts of God’s Word is worthy of our attention


Create pie charts based on your responses to statements regarding the trustworthiness of the content you read. 
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What are some of the consequences of believing that God’s Word is 100% true?
· you can trust it

· it is a standard against which you can evaluate principles held by anyone else or any other philosophy

· you know that if something is counter to what the Bible teaches, you should not believe or trust it or follow it

· God’s promises can be depended on

· you can be assured that what Scripture says is what God wants you to know

· if it is true and eternal, then it is worthy of reading and studying

· you can literally bet your life on what it says

Application
Truth to rely on. 

· Consider the reliability and truthfulness of the Bible 

· choose to believe what it says. 

· Begin with what the Bible teaches about Jesus Christ and place your faith and trust in Him.
Truth to study. 

· Become a life-long student of God’s Word. 

· Study its message and live in obedience to it.

· In addition to your Bible study group, make a commitment to study a book of the Bible you have not studied before.
Truth to share. 

· Tell someone why you know the Bible is true and reliable. 

· Start a new Bible study group with people not currently studying the Bible. 

· Through your leading and example, lead them to see the value of knowing and living God’s Word
Psalm 119:153 – 160 NIV

On the first circle, indicate what you think the percent of what you read in newspapers/magazines is: 


1. Completely true; 


2. Partially true; 


3. Completely false. 








On the second circle, indicate what you think the percent of what you read in the Bible is: 


1. Completely true, 


2. Partially true; 


3. Completely false. 








Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Down


1. Preserve my life according to your _?_


2. Your compassion is _?_


3. Defend my _?_ and redeem me


5. The wicked do not _?_ your decrees


6. They do not _?_ your word


7. Salvation is _?_ from the wicked





Across


4. All your righteous _?_ are eternal


7. Many are the _?_ who persecute me


8. Look upon my suffering and _?_


9. All your words are _?_
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