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God Begins the Story

1. Motivate

What was a time when your plans failed to live up to your intent?
· rained the whole vacation

· kid’s birthday party turned into chaos

· wanted to take a college course, but it was too hard, required more time than I had

· started an exercise regimen but couldn’t keep up

· wanted to learn to play an instrument, but gave up after discouraging results

·  tried to wallpaper a room … what a mess

2. Transition

Some of those failed plans we could fix, some we could not

Today we look at God’s original plan in designing men and women.

· We want to discover how God fixed sin’s destruction

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Creates
Listen for evidence of God’s eternality and His omnipotence.
Genesis 1:1 (NIV) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. … [26] Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
[image: image1.wmf]Use your imagination … how do you think it looked when God created something out of nothing?

· at first space was empty, then … whump … planets (and later, plants and animals) appear

· maybe it was more like a slow dissolve on a video screen … hazy at first then more and more solid

· maybe there was a string of related objects appearing in sequence, each one just a bit different than the others

Consider that very first verse … how does accepting that statement as fact impact how you view life and the world?

· God is the source of all that exists

· we owe our very existence to Him

· we realize we are not here by chance … God purposed to bring all things into existence

· if He is the creative source, then He is the ultimate authority

· He deserves, I owe Him my submission, worship, obedience

· His power to create something from nothing implies/affirms that He can handle any need that exists in my life

What do you learn about God’s creation of man from this passage?

· man was created in God’s image, God’s likeness

· man given the task to rule over fish, birds, livestock, all creatures, all of the earth

· created both male and female

· told to be fruitful, increase in number, fill the earth

· subdue the earth

What do you think it means to be created “in the image of God?”

· have intellect, 

· emotions, 

· a will, 

· a spiritual awareness

· we are creative (God is the creator)

What evidence do you see in this passage that God places high value on us?

· we are made in His likeness

· He gave us important responsibilities

· He gave us the capabilities to carry out those responsibilities

How can you celebrate the blessing of being made in God’s image?

· if you are made like Him, show a “family resemblance”

· submit to His Lordship

· worship Him, praise Him

· share who Jesus is with others around you … like showing family pictures

Consider this quote by John Osbourne, an English playwright (deceased):

How would you respond to his statement?

· he’s 100% wrong

· his original premise is wrong

· that is the problem with the rest of the statement … his original incorrect assumption

· God is the source of all there is

· God loves us, provided the solution for our sin problem

· we have God at work in our lives daily

· we have God’s Holy Spirit living within each believer

3.2 Humanity Rebels
Listen for the role of personal choice in Adam and Eve’s actions.
Genesis 2:15-17 (NIV)   The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. [16] And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; [17] but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." … 3:6  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. [7] Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

What freedoms did God give Adam and Eve?
· freedom to work and take care of the garden 

· could eat from any tree in the garden … except … “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”

How are God’s restrictions actually indications of His blessings?

· He sets limits to keep us from harming ourselves

· He knows what is best for us and specifies actions and attitudes that will bless us

· It’s like an owner’s manual … “use this device in this manner to get the best results “

· when God tells us to do/not do something it’s for true freedom

· it is not meant merely for constraint

· God’s commands are meant to free us

· God’s directives are always selfless, true, and loving

What happened when Adam and Eve disobeyed and ate the forbidden fruit?
· Eve persuaded Adam to also eat of the forbidden fruit

· their eyes were opened

· they realized their nakedness

· they made coverings for themselves

Why do you think are we attracted to do what God has forbidden?
· Satan tries to make us think it’s OK

· our sinful flesh desires the opposite

· we like to think we know better

· we seem to naturally rebel against most any kind of authority (stop signs, speed limits, IRS, even “wet paint” signs)

· we inherit the natural tendency to sin

What people, situations, fears, pressures prompt a person to rebel against God today?

· anger

· friends tempt us to go along

· we are afraid we will be unpopular

· we fear we will miss some pleasure we’ve been wanting

· we want our own way – we don’t want to be controlled by someone else … even if it’s God

Why do we pick and choose which of God’s commands to obey?

· then we can say we did the right thing in all these other situations

· we want to balance all the good things against the few little bad things

How can believers protect themselves from Satan’s deception and confusion?

· to know counterfeit, you must know the real thing

· read, study, apply God’s words

· James 4:7 (NIV)  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

3.3 Sin Has Consequences
Listen for God’s promise.
Genesis 3:14-19 (NIV) So the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. [15] And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." [16] To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." [17] To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. [18] It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. [19] By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." Genesis 3:23-24 (NIV) So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. [24] After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
How did God punish the man and the woman? 

	The man
	The woman

	· the ground will be cursed

· you will have hard work

· painful toil, the sweat of your brow

· thorns and thistles

· dust to dust

· implies physical death imposed on mankind
	· increased pains in child birth

· desire will be for husband

· he will rule over you


Adam and Eve in the garden (then thrown out) experienced consequences as they chose to sin.  What consequences of sin do people experience when they choose to sin?

· loss of health

· loss of peace

· in trouble with the law

· people around you are hurt 

· can include loss of God’s blessing, protection

Agree or disagree …


What can believers do to help people understand that sin has consequences?

· share testimony of lessons God has taught you

· gently warn them about what they are facing when you see them about to be blindsided

· pray for them lots – that their eyes will be opened to what is happening

4. Application
4.1  All things have their beginning in the powerful word and creative execution of the eternal, almighty creator God.
· God’s creation had purpose … was according to a plan … it focused on His promise.
· Think about how you might respond to someone who echo’s John Osborne’s statement, “Here we are, we’re alone in the universe, there’s no God …”

4.2 God’s plan for humankind indicates His call to serve and the freedom to enjoy His provision … all within the boundary of His Word
· The wrong in this world and in humankind is the result of our rebellion against what God has told us.
· God warns us of the consequences of disobedience.
· The decision to obey or disobey is ours.
· Tell God you want to make the right decisions every day – trust in His power to do so-
4.3 Sinful actions have their consequences
· It alienates our relationship with others and with the Lord

· Sin brings God’s judgment and leads to death.

· Thank the Lord for His redemption from sin’s penalty and sin’s power in your life.

· Look for opportunities to share that reality with someone this week.

Remember that people “create” with preexisting materials or thoughts.  God began with nothing.





Here we are, we’re alone in the universe, there’s no God, it just seems that it all began a something as simple as sunlight striking on a piece of rock.  And here we are.  We’ve only got ourselves.  Somehow, we’ve just got to make a go of it.  We’ve only got ourselves.





Yes, and be angry at people who are getting away with their sin!





Be happy when people suffer consequences of their sin.





Agree�
Disagree�
�
they have it coming


‘bout time they get their just desserts


God’s dealing with them


Ha!  Justice!�
God has forgiven them


they could experience His forgiveness


God could heal those problems �
�










4

