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God Chooses A People


1. Motivate

If you were forced to up and move today, what would you find it difficult to leave behind?
· friends and/or family who live close by

· my church 

· the convenience of my neighborhood

· easy access to health-care, shopping I’m used to

· job

· familiarity knowing where everything is 

2. Transition

Today we look at one man’s directive from God  …

· to leave nearly everything that gave him familiarity and security and 

· to step out into the unknown

We also look at this man’s response

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Plan of Blessing
Listen for the mandate God gave to Abram.
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. [2] "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
What/where  did God tell Abram to leave?

· leave his own country

· leave his own people

· his father’s household

What kinds of things might have been difficult for him to leave behind?

· family

· friends

· inherited land

· some means to make a living (farming, livestock, merchant, etc.)

· relatively comfortable home

· stability … you know where home is!

What was unusual about the where he was supposed to go?

· God didn’t say where

· just said go

· implied God would tell him as Abram was on his way
What were some positive things you have experienced with a move?

· bigger, nicer house

· new friends and neighbors

· often was accompanied by new job, new opportunities

What positive things or blessings did God promise?

· make him a great nation

· bless him

· make his name great

· will be a blessing

· bless those who bless you

· curse those who curse you

· all peoples of the earth will be blessed

Why do you think God didn’t tell Abram the entire plan and the specific destination?

· it was an issue of faith

· Abram needed to demonstrate faith with obedience

· he needed to trust in what God told him

What do we need to know about God’s plan for our lives, even when we don’t know the specifics?
· what is the direction He wants us to God

· we need to know that God is sufficient for whatever He calls us to

· we need to be assured of His love for us, His sovereignty, His power

· we do know God’s intent for us is holiness and righteousness in our living

In what ways were all the people of the earth blessed through Abram?

· the  eventual coming of the Messiah

· the history of God’s people and the record of God’s working preserved in Scripture

· God used the Jewish people down through history to eventually accomplish His goal of salvation for all men

How might people be blessed through you, your children, grandchildren?

· through our ministries to others

· through our prayers

· through sharing and sending the Gospel message

· as we raise children to know and serve the Lord, they in turn, reach out in ministry to others 

3.2 A Response of Obedience
Listen for words that emphasize obedience to God’s commands.
Genesis 12:4-7 (NIV)    So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. [5] He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  [6] Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. [7] The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

What phrase emphasizes obedience by Abram? 

· Abram left

· as the Lord had told him

How is it that you recognize the voice or cry of your children (or the bark of your dog)?

· you hear it from when they are very young

· you hear it repeatedly

· you can pick it out of a crowd

· it becomes totally familiar to you … no one else sounds quite the same

How would you  know it is God that is telling you to do something or go somewhere?
· become familiar with His “voice”

· repeated exposure to what God has to say 

· regular reading, heading of God’s words … the Scripture

· words or messages from other sources just don’t quite sound right

What prompted Abram to build an altar?

· God appeared to Abram

· God told him that he would give all this land to his descendants 

What do you think were reasons to build the altar?

· worship

· offer a sacrifice (worship)

· provides a memorial to the location where God spoke, appeared

What is the relationship between worship and obedience?
· worship is when we declare God’s worth, His worthiness for our praise

· if I praise Him for who He is I should be able to trust what He says

· I should be willing to do as He commands

3.3 A Relationship of Faith
Listen for God’s encouragement to Abram.
Genesis 15:5-8 (NIV) He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." [6] Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. [7] He also said to him, "I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it." [8] But Abram said, "O Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?" … [13] Then the Lord said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. [14] But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. [15] You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. [16] In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure." [17] When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 
What did the Lord promise Abram in verses 5 - 8?

· you will have children, descendants
· they will be as numerous as the stars in the sky

· you will take possession of this land

What do you know about Abram and his wife that would have made it difficult to believe what God was telling him?

· they were elderly

· Sarai was past child bearing age

· they had been not been able to have children for the whole time of their marriage

· they were well past the “people are talking” stage

What are some other reasons that it is sometimes hard to trust God?

· the events and circumstances appear in conflict with God’s promises

· the obstacles we face seem so great, we think even God cannot conquer them

· our perception of God  is too small

· Satan fools us, blinds us to the Truth

· in some situations, we know that if we trust God, we will need to also obey Him and we don’t want to

God took Abram out to view the night sky as an object lesson to encourage him to trust God.  

What kind of images help or encourage you to trust God?

· similar view of the vastness of the universe

· the intricacy of the creation in size … both large and small … at extreme orders of magnitude 

· the design of beautiful flowers

· the events of the past … how God has provided, personally ministered to our family

· the way God has worked in history – even just biblical history

· God’s promises He has kept

We are told that Abram believed God and God credited to him as righteousness.  How does that relate to believers today?

· Abram was not necessarily righteous (we see various examples throughout his life)

· yet He believed God

· we also are sinners … we are made righteous in the same way

· we believe what God tells us – (our sinful condition, God’s provision in the death and resurrection of Jesus)

· when we receive by faith what God says and how it applies to us personally, God counts that as righteousness to us

How can you demonstrate your trust in God with you future and your family’s future?

· same as Abram, obedience

· live according to what God tells us in His word

· talk to God often about decisions you make … tell Him you’re trusting Him for guidance

4. Application
4.1 God took the initiative in calling out a people for Himself
· As the people of God, we may well be asked to leave our comfort zones to follow and serve Him

· Even though He calls us to be His people, He does not always reveal all the details of His plan to us at once

· Tell God you are willing to trust Him for what He calls you to each day

4.2 God’s people are to obey Him, even when they do not completely understand His commands
· God continues to reveal Himself when His people respond in faithful obedience to Him

· As you worship Him this week, tell Him of your desire to obey His direction in your life
4.3 As God’s people, our relationship with God is based on faith in Him and the veracity of His promises
· Be assured that God keeps His promises.

· Read God’s promises.

· Tell Him you are trusting in those promises each day.

