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God Completes the Story

1. Motivate

You are reading a book.  You know how the story ends, but not how the author made it happen.   How does that affect how you read the book?

· anxious to see how it happened

· assured that the good guys prevail

· glad you know that it turns out good, but still interested in the details

· try to read every chance you get 

· try to guess how it happens

· looking for glimpses of how it happens or clever clues

2. Transition

Consider that the Bible tells us how things will end.
· Still, we are curious about details, about sequences

· Today we study for some clues of how God completes the story.

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Plan
Listen for reasons Jesus gives the disciples not to be troubled.
John 14:1-3 (NIV)   "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. [2] In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 

How did Jesus want His disciples to respond to His departure? 

· don’t be troubled, upset

· instead trust in God the Father

· trust in Me, Jesus

What do you think it means for our hearts to be “troubled”?

· worried about current events

· upset about what might happen

· fretting about possible scenarios of something going on in your life

We have to look at chapter 13 to see why the disciples might be troubled.  What happened in chapter 13?

· they were told that one of them would betray Him

· Jesus said he would only be with them a little while longer

· Peter is told that by morning he will have denied Jesus 3 times

What did Jesus tell His disciples that He would do for them? 

· I’m going to my Father’s house, dwelling

· there are many “rooms” there

· I’m going to prepare a room for each of you

· then I’ll come back and take you there

· we’ll all be together there

Why is it sometimes hard to trust God with our problems?

· the problems are too big

· we forget about God

· we’re trying to handle the problems on our own

· we think the problem is too small to bother God about

· we get distracted

· the problem overwhelms us

How would the reassurances Jesus gave to the disciples speak to their worries?

· no matter what happens, God the Father and Jesus (the Son) could be trusted to deal with the situation

· Jesus (and God) knew what was happening … never surprised, no “plan B”

· even though Jesus was physically away from them He was working in their behalf and would not forget them

Think about headline issues that trouble us today.  How do Jesus’ reassurances speak to our worries?

· Jesus is not surprised at these situations (we might be, He is not)

· God is still in control, even though the world seems out of control

· God is at work outside of time and will reenter our time and space when Jesus comes again

· Like Peter, even when the failure is ours, God is concerned for us, will forgive us, will draw us back to Himself

Jesus promised to be preparing for them to be together.  In what ways is Jesus preparing you to be with Him?

· learn new things about God

· reminded in His word what God is like

· daily assurances from His word

· shaping and molding my life to be more and more like what He wants me to be

· faith lessons repeatedly

3.2 The Place
Listen for words and phrases which describe what the Lord is preparing.
Rev. 21:1-4 (NIV)   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. [2] I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. [4] He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  … 22:1-5  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. [4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

What did John see once all the judgments had taken place? 

· new heaven, new earth

· first heaven and earth passed away

· no longer any sea

In his vision, what did John see coming down out of heaven from God? 


· Holy City, new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven

· coming from God

· prepared as a bride, beautifully dressed

What are some implications for us that this present earth will pass away?

· an earth full of sin and corruption and imperfection will cease to exist

· imperfection gone, now God’s perfection will prevail

· as much as we enjoy our present surroundings, they are only temporary

· don’t spend so much of your resources gathering earthly “stuff”

· spend more resources on things that are eternal

· there’s lots of things we won’t miss (sinful influence, decay, …)

What do you think it means that God will “wipe every tear” from our eyes?

· sin is the ultimate cause of sorrow and death

· that will be gone … no more reason to cry, nothing to cry about any more

Think of these glimpses of heaven as a peek between the curtains of a stage play before it starts.  What unusual things is John able to see?

· a river flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb

· a tree that bears twelve crops of fruit (different each month)

· the leaves that heal the nations

· possible to see the face of God

· names on foreheads of His servants

· again, no need for sun or artificial lights, God’s presence is the source of “light”

Actually we sometimes hesitate about going to heaven … for the most part we enjoy our kids, grandkids, even (sometimes) our jobs.  Consider that it is OK to like certain aspects of our lives here on earth.

· God blesses us in this life

· we enjoy God’s blessings in a variety of ways

· God designed us (normally) to preserve the lives He has given us

· sometimes things that are known we perceive as  preferable to the unknown

What are ways you can honor God whether you are still on earth or when you get to heaven?

· thank Him often

· participate in both corporate and individual worship

· pay attention to what He says

· be obedient and submissive to His direction in your life

· minister to others as God’s instrument

3.3 The Promise
Listen for what Jesus says about His return.

Rev. 22:12-14 (NIV)   "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. [13] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  [14] "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 

Jesus said He would be coming soon, quickly.  If that is so, why do you think believers don’t live with more of a sense of urgency?

· the here and know seems more real to us

· our responsibilities and needs crowd out thoughts of Christ’s return

· it has been “soon” for nearly 2000 years

· we need reminders

· what is “urgent” to us is what is demanding our attention right now

· we ignore the fact that we are 2000 years closer to the event actually happening

Jesus said that those who “wash their robes” will be entitled to citizenship in the New Jerusalem.  What does it mean to “wash your robes”?

· receive spiritual cleansing

· confess sin, repent, 

· by faith receive Christ’s  redemptive work on the cross

· salvation

How did Jesus describe Himself? 

· Alpha and Omega

· First and Last

· Beginning and End

How do these descriptive words help assure you that Jesus is indeed coming again?

· God has this planned out from the beginning of time

· He was in charge at the beginning

· He continues to be in charge and in control right through the end of time

· He’s got the whole of History covered

· God doesn’t react to events, He is proactive over all of history

· He is in charge over all of history but also wants to be in charge of our individual lives on a daily basis and can accomplish great things when we submit to Him

4. Application
4.1 Believers do not have to live in fear if they live in trust.
· Jesus has prepared a place in heaven for all who believe in Him

· Each day live in anticipation that Jesus could come today!!
4.2 The Lord has prepared  a place for the redeemed, the Holy City where God is present.
· The redeemed will live in complete fellowship with God

· In this place God has prepared, we will be free from the pains and sorrows of life on earth.

· Practice for this now by worshiping God each day and living victoriously in His strength.
4.3 It is both a warning and a promise … Jesus will come again.
· What we do in this life does have eternal consequences

· Receive and trust in the promise of blessings of eternal life, eternal union with God.

· Rejoice today over friends and loved ones who have the privilege already of being in His presence.
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