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God Establishes a Kingdom for His People

1. Motivate

Consider some of the names of the “staff” of the popular NPR radio show, Car Talk with Click and Clack, the Tappet Brothers.    See http://www.cartalk.com/content/staff-credits
British Doorman
 
Isaiah Olchap
Auto-Body Expert
 
James Bondo
Bowling Coach
 
Menachem Down
Chairman, Math Dept.
 
Horatio Algebra
Chief of Tire Technology
 Yessir Itsaflat
Crash Tester
 

Hope Anna Prayer
Director of Catering
 
Russell Upsumgrub
Director of Country Music
 Stan Beyerman
But seriously folks … think about what it takes to build and maintain a good name in the community.
2. Transition

Consider how God’s name and reputation is reflected by believers.

· Today we look at our part in building up God’s name and God’s Kingdom

· We study how God can lead your thoughts and actions towards that goal

3. Bible Study

3.1 Establishing a Place
Listen for promises God makes to David.
2 Samuel 7:8-11a (NIV)    "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. [9] I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. [10] And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning [11] and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.

The preceding verses explain how David planned to build a house, a temple of worship for God.  Now God is telling David it is He (God) who is the one who makes plans and carries them out.  What did God remind David about how he (David) had achieved his current prosperity? 

· God took him from the pasture, from following his flock

· God was the one who made David ruler over the people

· God was with him wherever he went

How do people today try to make a great name (reputation) for themselves?

· make a lot of money

· gain power in business or in politics

· become popular with people around them by complementing them or doing things to gain their favor

· accomplish great tasks that impress people

What would be God’s role in making a great name for David?
· provide place for Israel, give them a home of their own, no longer disturbed

· no more oppression, rest from all enemies

· establish a house (dynasty, lineage) for David

· God would cut off all his enemies

These verses specifically described the activity of God.  Why was it important for the activities of God to be emphasized?

· too easy for David to take the credit for his accomplishments

· he probably prayed for God’s help when in trouble, but easy to forget that when it’s all over and things turn out OK

· sometimes we might not even be the ones praying … maybe a relative or friend

· then when it’s all over, I might pat myself on the back and say, “wasn’t I smart”

· important to be reminded of Who actually made things happen

Why is important for believers to let God have His way rather from the start than striving to make our own way, our own name?
· God is greater, He knows better.

· we can trust Him to accomplish the right things in our lives

· we can submit our good plans to His greater plans

All of us have legitimate desires for peace, safety, security, and comfort.  How do we prevent these desires from taking precedence over God’s purposes?

· daily conversations with God 

· pay attention to what He is saying in His Word

· tell Him of your trust, your dependence on Him

· pray about decisions

· daily submit your will to God’s will

Think back to your younger years, how God provided, protected, sustained you in times of heartache and failure.  How does that remembrance lead you to trust Him with future plans?
· God worked it out better than I could have – and will do so in the future

· God provided all our needs in the past .. and will continue to do so

· God worked in ways behind the scenes and accomplished good things … he will not abandon us now

3.2 Establishing an Eternal Kingdom
Listen for guarantees God gives David.
2 Samuel 7:11b-17 (NIV)   and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. " 'The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: [12] When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [14] I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. [15] But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. [16] Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.' "  [17] Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation. 

What was God’s covenant with the house of David? 

· when David was dead and gone, God would keep his descendant line alive and in royal authority

· the “house of David” would continue forever
· David’s throne would be eternal

What relationship did God promise to have with David’s son and his descendants? 

· God would be his (Solomon’s) Father

· Solomon would be His son

· seems also to be prophetic of Christ – the Son of God

David wanted one thing (a good thing) but God showed that him that he needed to give up that plan.  What kinds of plans are the most difficult for us to surrender to God?

· desire for a certain job

· a certain house for sale that you believe would be perfect for you and your family

· a new position in your company

· for single people, a desire to become good friends with a certain fellow or gal

· for young people, the choice for a specific college or university

How do we recognize when we are about to settle for less than God’s best for us?

· begin to have an unsettled feeling about the decision

· realize the “closed doors” or “roadblocks” which God seems to place in our way

· a wise and mature believer gives a warning of caution

· God brings to mind a verse or a sermon point that seems to strike a chord in your heart and mind, urging you in another direction

God’s plans for David had eternal implications.  What kinds of activities might God have for you that have an impact for the Kingdom of God?
· outreach ministries through the church
· personal witness

· ministering within the church … children, teens, VBS

· volunteer work within the church, 

· volunteer work within the community where you can show the love of Christ in a secular setting

 3.3 Establishing a Divine Purpose
Listen for words and phrases David uses to describe God.
2 Samuel 7:22-24 (NIV) "How great you are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. [23] And who is like your people Israel--the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt? [24] You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, O Lord, have become their God. 

What attributes of God did David begin to praise? 

· God’s greatness

· sovereignty

· no one like God

· no God but Jehovah

What did David proclaim to be unique about Israel? 

· the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem (rescue, free) 

· God chose them to be a people for Himself

· He performed great and awesome wonders

· God drove out nations and their deities before Israel

· God freed them from their slavery to Egypt
Rather than greed in response to God’s great gift, David focused on God.  Why?

· he realized he, personally, was not worthy of what God had done

· neither was the nation, for that matter

· God was the one who had done this

· God was the one who deserved the praise

These verses are in the form of a prayer.  How does this prayer set a good pattern for our praying?

· full of praise

· enumerate God’s specific blessings and provisions

· declare God’s greatness and holiness/uniqueness

· note God’s love and continued care

David had been blessed in ways he did not deserve.  How have you been blessed in ways you don’t deserve?

· born in a place with freedoms to worship God and make Him known

· God’s sufficiency (even bounty) providing food, housing, clothes to wear

· privilege of hearing the Gospel

· good health

· availability of God’s Word 

4. Application
4.1 God continues to be at work on behalf of His people in accordance with His greater purpose
· Even as we apply ourselves to serving Him, the blessings we enjoy in this life come from Him

· Tell the Lord you are trusting in His love, His power, and His sovereignty to accomplish His good purposes for you

4.2 God’s plans and desires are often different from our own
· God’s plans bring greater glory to Himself and greater benefits to His people

· Submit to God’s plans for you this week … big plans, little plans … all your plans.
4.3 The Lord is due our worship for Who He is and what He has done for us
· God acts with purpose to bring glory to His name

· God acts to redeem for Himself a people who will join Him in His work

· Be quick to praise and worship God and to declare your continued faith in Him


2

