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God Is Faithful

1. Motivate
What comes to mind when you hear the word “guarantee”?

· another politician lying

· the product will be good until the day after the guarantee

· cynicism

· hope it will be good

· if it’s a “lifetime” guarantee, I wonder who’s lifetime they’re talking about

· the guarantee is only is good as the guarantor 

· I’m not going to buy the extra 2 year deal, it’s a waste of money

2. Transition

The point =>  God’s past faithfulness ensures us our future is secure.

· Today we look at God’s guarantees

· What is His faithfulness like?

3. Bible Study

3.1 An Absolute Promise
How have your experiences with human faithfulness affected the way you perceive God’s faithfulness?

· we tend to equate how God works with our interactions with humans

· He’s a person, so maybe He acts like persons we know

· we’re not always sure, just as with humans

Listen for a reason to be encouraged.
Hebrews 6:17-18 (NIV)   Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. [18] God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 

To whom did God want to confirm His promise?  Who all did that include?

· the heirs of what was promised

· the continuing generations of the nation of Israel

· on to New Testament believers today

Verse 13 talks about a promise made to Abraham.  What did that promise include?
· God would direct him to a land

· Abraham would have many descendants

· God would bless the whole world through his descendants

God swore an oath to Abram.  What is the purpose of oaths in general?

· a very solemn  promise 

· a guarantee

· if the promise didn’t happen, the person who didn’t receive what was promised could come back and demand satisfaction

· often an oath is taken before witnesses who will help hold the one who makes the promise to do what he has said

According to our passage by whom did God swear or make an oath?  Why not someone else?

· God swore by Himself

· there is no greater

· He is the ultimate power and authority and will hold Himself to what He has promised

The passage says that this promise included “two unchangeable things.”  What do you think were these two unchangeable things?
· God’s promise

· God’s oath

· God Himself

· God’s quality of unchangeableness

· impossible for God to lie

What purpose did God’s oath in particular accomplish?  How did it benefit the Hebrews and us?
· it speaks to those who have “fled to take hold of the hope offered to us”

· if you have placed your trust in Christ, you should be greatly encouraged
· you can trust what God says

· God’s promises are sure and certain

· when God offers salvation through Christ, it can be depended on

3.2 An Authenticated Promise
Listen for mention of a “curtain.”
Hebrews 6:19-20 (NIV)    We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, [20] where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.   …  10:19-21 (NIV) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, [20] by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, [21] and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
How is the hope that Christ gives described in this passage? 

· it is an anchor for our soul 

· it is firm and secure

· it is held in place by God, Himself

Why is an anchor an appropriate symbol for hope?

· it holds a boat solid

· it goes down to the bottom and solidly grabs 

· it keeps a boat from drifting

· we are kept from drifting in confusing and uncertainty by Jesus’ redemptive work
What problems or troubles currently threaten your sense of security?

· the direction our culture is taking

· economy

· family problems

· finances

· health crises

· inability to cope with responsibilities you have

· insecurity of job/career

How can Jesus keep you anchored in those situations?

· read and rely on what He has said

· claim His promises

· thank Him daily for what He accomplished in redeeming us

· remember the reality of His life, death, and resurrection

· what He said is Truth, He IS Truth

· tell Him daily of your trust in Him … Who He is, what He has accomplished

What did Christ do on our behalf? 

· entered into the very presence of God

· opened the way for us to do the same

· formerly only a priest could enter into God’s presence in the Most Holy Place, the special room in the Temple

· Christ opened the way for us to enter God’s very presence in prayer, to approach the very throne of God, Himself

What is the significance of the reference to the veil in verse 6:19?

· the veil was the curtain that separated off the Most Holy Place, which represented the very presence of God

· that veil was ripped in two, opened when Jesus died on the cross

· now we are no longer kept away from the presence of God

· now we have the privilege of entering into God’s presence

What is the source of boldness that enables to come into the presence of God?

· we come in the Name, the authority of Jesus

· we come based on what Christ has accomplished for us

· God can look at us as forgiven, not as sinners

3.3 An Assured Promise
Listen for two exhortations.
Hebrews 10:22-23 (NIV) let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. [23] Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
What exhortations do you find in these verses?

· draw near to God

· with a sincere heart

· in full assurance of faith

· trust Him, what He says, Who He is

· hold on to the hope you profess

· remember God’s faithfulness

According to the passage, what are the requirements worshipers must meet to come before God in spiritual worship?

· sincere heart

· full assurance of faith

· hearts sprinkled, cleansed from a guilty conscience

· bodies washed with pure water

· hold unswervingly to the hope we profess

How does the complete forgiveness and help offered by Christ motivate you to draw near to God?

· you don’t have to feel a sense of guilt that would keep you away from God

· you don’t have to hang your head in guilt and shame as you approach God

· you feel like now God wants you to be with Him

· He desire your presence, now that you have been made clean and pure

How would we apply having a sincere heart to our approach to worship today?

· coming to worship with the proper attitude

· come with attitude of wanting to focus on God, wanting to praise Him, 

· less wanting to impress someone else, 

· less wanting to be entertained

How does the knowledge of "hearts sprinkled, cleansed from a guilty conscience" affect our worship?

· no fear in coming into God's presence

· assurance that God sees us as pure, holy, righteous

· confidence that God really wants to receive us into His presence

· when we have confessed, God is pleased to fellowship with us

4. Application
4.1 Thank God
· When you wake up each day this week, thank God for His faithfulness to you

· Thank Him for His presence the previous day and His promised presence in the new day

4.2 Praise God
· As you go about your activities this week, be sensitive to every way God is faithful to you

· Declare to God each time, “Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.”

· At the end of the day, write down ways in which God was faithful to you that day
4.3 Trust God
· Begin the day asking God for discernment in areas of your life where you need to make a new commitment to Him

· Tell God you are trusting Him to be able to follow His leading in your life

· Share with an accountability partner what God is asking of you
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