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Habakkuk: A Message of Faith

1. Motivate

What about life has sometimes perplexed or frustrated you?
· Days are either too short or too long, we are either too busy or too bored

· why are some people struck down in the prime of their lives?

· why does government seem not to accomplish anything good?

· why do the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer?

· why aren’t there any good TV programs?

· why can’t our football/baseball/basketball team win more games?

· boring teachers (present company excluded – certainly not this class)

· or teachers who are way too hard on students

· gas prices … prices of stuff in general

2. Transition

Today we focus on Habakkuk 

· He shared our concern about the validity and existence of God

· How could there be so much wickedness … so many problems … if God is who He says He is?

3. Bible Study

3.1 Honest Questions
Listen for Habakkuk’s complaint to God.
Habakkuk 1:1-3 (NIV) The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received. [2] How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save? [3] Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. … [13]Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?  … 2:1 I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 
Habakkuk received an oracle … just what is an oracle? 

· divine communication or revelation.
· the response from God to an inquiry
About what was the prophet distressed in verses 2 and 3?

· lengthy cries for help

· violence is happening

· God doesn’t seem to respond

· the prophet sees no relief

· injustice, wrong is tolerated

· violence, strife, conflict abounds

When have you been perplexed about why God allowed something to happen?

· a tragic or fatal accident

· a debilitating illness

· financial reversal

· a wonderful opportunity missed or denied

· thoughts that God could have used someone or some situation and it was turned down

In verse 13 what does he say perplexes and bewilders him?

· Seems like God is so holy He refused to look at the problems of evil going on

· If God cannot tolerate evil and treachery, why does it continue to happen

· God, why are you silent in the face of wicked actions against good people

When people suffer because of violence and injustice, how do you feel?

· angry, upset

· asking, why does God let bad people do bad things to good people

· wondering, why does God allow Christians to be mistreated and even martyred in some places

· confused

· want justice

What kind of tone do you think the prophet was using when he voiced these questions?

· accusatory

· maybe even whining

· most upset

· he wasn’t looking for information, he was maybe even blaming God

Why do you think it is OK to ask God hard questions, if done in the right attitude?  What would be that “right” attitude to have?

· truly seeking understanding

· looking to know God’s rationale

· wanting to understand God’s overall plan

· wondering what God is up to

· if we can see the background, we can better deal with or endure the problems

In verse 2:1, what do we see the prophet doing in anticipation of God’s response? 

· will be watching carefully

· acting like a soldier on watch

· standing by, waiting for an answer

· tuning in every day, listening for God’s explanation

How would that apply to our lives … what could we be doing to search for answers from God?

· daily searching, studying, meditating on God’s Word

· talking to God in response to what you read … claiming promises … confessing doubts

3.2 Divine Responses
Listen for how God planned to punish rebellious Judah.
Habakkuk 1:5-6 (NIV) "Look at the nations and watch-- and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. [6] I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own. …  2:4 - 6 "See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but the righteous will live by his faith-- [5] indeed, wine betrays him; he is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied, he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples. [6] "Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, " 'Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?' 
How did God answer Habakkuk’s complaint? 

· look at the nations and watch

· be ready to be amazed, you won’t believe it

· I’m raising up the ruthless Babylonians

· they will conquer and seize foreign cities … your cities

· they will punish the evil you see

How does God contrast the righteous with the unrighteous in 2:4 – 6?
	Righteous
	Unrighteous

	· live by faith

What a stark contrast!!

Note how each item on the 

right is in contrast to 
living by faith.
	· puffed up

· desires not upright

· wine betrays him

· arrogance, 

· never at rest, never satisfied

· greedy, pile up stolen goods

· wealth by extortion


Knowing our timetable is often not the same as God’s timetable, why do we sometimes question or strain against God’s timing?

· we are impatient

· we lack the faith to trust God

· our view of God’s power and authority and love is too small

· we are short sighted

· we are selfish … want what we want … NOW

What are some results of these kinds of attitudes?

· unhappy life

· miss out on many blessings

· carry an attitude of complaining and whining, instead of an attitude of trust

How can we “live by faith” even at times when we are tempted to question or doubt God?

· tell God your doubts

· ask God to help you see answers to your questions

· tell God you are trusting Him, even when you don’t understand the events of your life

· tell Him about those events … ask Him to intervene
3.3 Renewed Faith
Listen for Habakkuk’s confession.
Habakkuk 3:2 (NIV) Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.  …  3:17-19  Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, [18] yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. [19] The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights 
In verse 2, how did Habakkuk describe the person of God?

· God is famous

· He is in awe of God’s deeds

What tragic events does Habakkuk list?

· fig tree does not bud

· no grapes on the vines

· olive crop fails

· fields produce no food

· no sheep in the pen, no cattle in the stalls

Habakkuk lived in an agrarian culture.  What kinds of tragedies would threaten our lives today in our culture?

· stock market fall, financial reversals
· fatal accident to family member
· innocent people are victims in a mass murder

· a family breaks up – a spouse up and leaves with no warning

· your child makes bad choices and ends up in jail

· family member diagnosed with a fatal illness

What does the prophet pledge to do, even in the midst of tragedy?

· I will rejoice in the Lord

· I will be joyful in God my Savior

How does He express his trust in God?

· the Sovereign Lord is my strength

· He makes my feet like the feet of a deer

· He enables me to go on the heights

What will it look like for you to live, saying “The Lord is my strength”?

· daily declaration of this reality, this truth

· each day tell the Lord you can only face these events in His strength

· confession of your own inability to deal with life

· receive by faith God’s strength

· submit to, depend on the indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit

· tell others of God’s faithfulness, God’s power at work in your situation

4. Application
4.1 Believers can take their questions, concerns, and burdens directly to God without fear of reprisal
· Difficult and seemingly unfair circumstances can cause our faith to be stretched.

· When this happens talk to God about it … position yourself for a response from the Lord

4.2 God answers us in His own time according to His own plan
· God is at work in the affairs of mankind … sometimes in ways we cannot even imagine.

· God desires us to trust Him.

· This week tell God you trust in His power, His authority, and His love for you.
4.3 The God who worked in Habakkuk’s situation, the God of the past is at work today, at work in your life
· God is greater than our circumstances

· Receive your joy this week in His presence – not in an abundance of material things

· Be ready to share with others how the Lord is your salvation, your strength, your sustainer.


5

