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Honoring God’s Holiness

1. Motivate

What are some examples of “white lies” that people tell?
· when you try to avoid hurting someone’s feelings

· “No, dear, that dress does not make you look fat.”

· “Yes, I’d love to go shopping with you.”

· “I saved money by buying these 3 dresses on sale.”

· “The special music this morning was really great.”

· “Yes, pastor, that sermon was just what I needed.”

2. Transition

Today we study how confession and repentance are still needed when we sin.

· The Israelites needed to sacrifice an animal for sins.

· Jesus became that sacrifice for the sins all men when He died on the cross

3. Bible Study

3.1 Recognize Guilt Before Holy God
Listen for examples of what is sin.
Leviticus 5:1 (NIV)   'If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public charge to testify regarding something he has seen or learned about, he will be held responsible.  …   [4] 'Or if a person thoughtlessly takes an oath to do anything, whether good or evil--in any matter one might carelessly swear about--even though he is unaware of it, in any case when he learns of it he will be guilty. 

According to this passage, if you witness a wrong, a crime, why is it an obligation to speak up and testify?
· it is a sin not to speak up

· you, the witness could be held responsible, liable

What kinds of things could happen if the witness does not speak up?

· you might be the only one who saw the crime

· otherwise the law breaker will avoid punishment for the crime

· that’s the way the law works

· if no one acts as a witness, then people will break the law repeatedly and anarchy will result

What are some examples of when we promise to do something but don’t follow through?

· promise to pray for someone

· tell them you’ll have them over to your place next time

· “Let’s do lunch”

· “I’ll call you”

· “Next time I’ll pay for lunch”

What would be some examples of the opposite – you commit to do a wrong, but stop before doing it?

· decide not to cheat on IRS forms and tell the truth instead

· deciding not to call someone up and angrily read them riot act

· back out on a business deal that you know is wrong

· quit a job because you were being asked to do something illegal
· agree to change a record, but then decide not to do the wrong thing

Why is it more important to do the right thing than to keep a promise or an “oath”?
· before a deed is done, it is only a potential wrong

· a person might initially agree to a wrong, then realize the implications and make the right choice to NOT do the wrong

· if you promise to do something that is good and right, then the correct choice is to fulfill the promise, the “oath”

· either way, choose what is right – whether you have promised or not

What are some synonyms people use for sin that make it sound less offensive and not so bad?

· a mistake

· a bad choice

· he messed up

· she is dysfunctional

· that person is rebellious

· it’s not politically correct to say/do that

Why do people in our culture shy away from calling sin what it really is … sin?

· we have euphemisms

· we don’t want to be too blunt or harsh

· we don’t wish to offend

· we wish to soften our accusation or evaluation

( Reality is that our “transgression of the law” is sin (I John 3:4) … God is the one offended
What are some of the greatest areas of temptation toward both sins of commission and omission for folks of our age group?

· over indulgence in ____________ (food, TV, sports, hobbies, etc.)

· anger

· fear and worry, despair, depression

· sins of a sexual nature

· desire for material things, desire for power or popularity

· avoid responsibilities

· don’t give God the devotion He deserves (personal quiet time, tithe, worship, service)

Confession is agreeing with God that what we have done (or not done) is sin.

· It includes the intent to change one’s attitudes and actions
3.2 Seek Restoration with Holy God
Listen for the proper response to the guilt of sin.
Leviticus 5:5 (NIV)  'When anyone is guilty in any of these ways, he must confess in what way he has sinned …  [14]  The Lord said to Moses: [15] "When a person commits a violation and sins unintentionally in regard to any of the Lord's holy things, he is to bring to the Lord as a penalty a ram from the flock, one without defect and of the proper value in silver, according to the sanctuary shekel. It is a guilt offering. [16] He must make restitution for what he has failed to do in regard to the holy things, add a fifth of the value to that and give it all to the priest, who will make atonement for him with the ram as a guilt offering, and he will be forgiven. 

According to this passage, what was required when a person sinned?

· confess (agree with God that it is sin)

· bring a ram as a sacrifice as a guilt offering 

· the priest made atonement with the ram, the person was forgiven

· make restitution for the wrong that was done (with a 20% penalty)

Since Jesus died on the cross, we don’t pay for the sacrifice.  But what are some ways in which we do suffer consequences of our sins?

· we hurt God – our relationship with Him, our fellowship with Him suffers

· interpersonal relationships may suffer (family, friends, etc.)

· loss of purpose

· loss of peace

· we are in danger of hearts being hardened to sin

When children do something wrong, why is it better if they confess quickly?

· becomes harder the longer they wait

· they may have to do more wrong to cover up – more trouble results

· parents are quicker to forgive, make the punishment lighter

If confession and restitution are helpful (both for children and for adults), why do we avoid them?

· embarrassment, pride

· we lie to ourselves that it was not really so bad – other people do worse stuff

· the restitution is sometimes costly – in time, money, effort, and pride

Why was the 20% extra restitution so important?  Why not just confess simply pay for what was damaged or stolen and move on?

· the wronged person lost not only the missing item… they suffered emotional trauma

· it also teaches the wrong-doer that there is a cost and a punishment for sinful actions
· all sin is costly – even if it didn’t involve material goods

What’s the difference between superficial confession and true repentance?

	Superficial Confession
	True Repentance

	· if you took offense, I’m sorry

· if I did anything wrong, I’m sorry

· I didn’t really mean anything by it

· it was a mistake anyone could make
	· I’ve hurt you, please forgive me

· I did the wrong thing, I’m truly sorry

· what I said was spiteful and wrong, please forgive me


3.3 Make Amends with Others Before Holy God
Listen for the types of offenses addressed.
Leviticus 6:1-7 (NIV)  The Lord said to Moses: [2] "If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the Lord by deceiving his neighbor about something entrusted to him or left in his care or stolen, or if he cheats him, [3] or if he finds lost property and lies about it, or if he swears falsely, or if he commits any such sin that people may do-- [4] when he thus sins and becomes guilty, he must return what he has stolen or taken by extortion, or what was entrusted to him, or the lost property he found, [5] or whatever it was he swore falsely about. He must make restitution in full, add a fifth of the value to it and give it all to the owner on the day he presents his guilt offering. [6] And as a penalty he must bring to the priest, that is, to the Lord, his guilt offering, a ram from the flock, one without defect and of the proper value. [7] In this way the priest will make atonement for him before the Lord, and he will be forgiven for any of these things he did that made him guilty." 

What types of unfaithfulness to the Lord are listed here?

· deceit against a neighbor

· cheating someone

· lying, swearing falsely

What was the person who had been unfaithful supposed to do to make things right?

· return what was stolen or lost

· make restitution in full plus 20%

· bring a guilt offering of a ram to the priest

· priest makes the atonement offering before the Lord

· forgiveness is then granted 

To whom is it harder to say “I was wrong” … to God or to another person?  Why?

	To God
	To another person

	· He saw it all to start with

· we have to admit we were foolish in trying to hide it from Him

· we might fear that He has other sins to point out to us
	· we’ve fooled them, they may not have even known they had been wronged
· we have to interact with them daily

· they might not want to forgive … we know that God will


In Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV) Jesus said, "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, [24] leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.”

What is the order of getting things right?

· make things right with an offended person

· then come to God for forgiveness

Why do you think this order or sequence is  important?

· then God will know if we are sincere about our confession and asking forgiveness

· shows that we are serious about getting things made right

· emphasizes the “cost” of sinning – else we infer mercy is a cheap “I’m sorry”


4. Application
4.1 Words spoken, promises made are serious matters and need to be spoken with forethought.
· You are responsible before the Lord for what you do, what you don’t do

· This week consider carefully your promises and your actions

4.2 Sin results in the heavy weight of guilt that ought to lead us to confess our sins before the Lord.
· True confession must include repentance and restitution

· Thank the Lord today for His perfect sacrifice for your sin
4.3 Reality is that we offend God by mistreating others
· When you are aware of sin in your life, you need to resolve the problem immediately

· God forgives us only when we make things right with those we have offended
· Be careful this week to keep things right between yourself and others … between yourself and God
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