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Hope Expressed

1. Motivate

Which of the Lord’s characteristics or attributes do you appreciate most? 

· power

· authority

· love

· omniscience

· righteousness/justice

· wisdom

· omnipresence

· creativity

2. Transition

We have hope because of Who God is and what He is like …

· Our response to that hope is gratitude.

· Today we look at how David expressed gratitude.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Hope in God’s Love and Truth
Listen for how David responded to God.
Psalm 138:1-3 (NIV) Of David. I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; before the "gods" I will sing your praise. [2] I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. [3] When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and stouthearted. 
What are some words and phrases which describe David’s worship?
· praise with his whole heart

· singing praise

· bowing down

· praise God’s name

What were some of the things which motivated David’s worship?
· God’s love

· God’s faithfulness

· God’s exalted name and word

· when David called, God answered

· God made him bold and stouthearted

What do you think David meant when he said he praised the Lord “before the ‘gods’ ”?

· we might say, “in their face”

· to people who worshiped other deities

· before people of other cultures

In what circumstances today might we choose to worship the Lord before other "gods"?
· give thanks to God for successes

· declare your trust in God, even though tragedy has struck

· take the opportunity to pray with someone who is struggling with some problem … don’t just tell them you will, stop right there, even in public and pray with them

· letters to the editor expressing your faith in God’s power, authority, and love – in the context of an ongoing current event

· prayer before a meal in a public restaurant

· asking your server in a restaurant if they have a prayer request as you pray before your meal

In what ways could we follow David’s example in praising God?

· our singing

· our testimony, what we say about God

· how we can meditate seriously about the attitude we have towards God

· our attitude before we worship or enter a time of Bible study or a prayer time

· remember Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting (Tabernacle) because of the presence of God’s glory … it had filled the tent … somehow it was too much for Moses (light? sound? spiritual presence that was tangible in some way)

· contrast that with how we enter a church service … joking, talking, even trying to make business connections

How is one’s prayer affected by stopping to consider that our Father is in heaven?

· knowing that he sees us, hears us
· knowing of His attributes … holiness, righteousness/justice, power, authority, love, wisdom
One translation speaks of God’s “unfailing love” in verse 2.  What would it mean for love to be unfailing?

· someone continues to love, even when the love is not reciprocated

· love that doesn’t give up (recall the lesson on the father of the prodigal)

· love that doesn’t forget to pray, to encourage, to be demonstrated

· love that never changes to anger

How do these words give us reason to place our hope in the Lord?

· we worship and serve the same God

· God was faithful to David, He is faithful to us

· God loved David, He loves us also

· God still deserves our praise

· God is still powerful and loving and interacts with us personally

· God still answers prayers, meets needs as we trust Him and seek Him

3.2 God Lifts Us Up
Listen for David’s prayer.
Psalm 138:4-5 (NIV) May all the kings of the earth praise you, O Lord, when they hear the words of your mouth. [5] May they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of the Lord is great. 
 Whom did David want to join him in praise to God? 

· all the kings of the earth

· all other leaders

· everyone of authority

What distinctions of the Lord did David identify in verse 5?

· God’s ways

· God’s glory

What reason did David give others to worship the Lord? 

· what God says is worthy of our praise

· God’s ways, God’s methods are amazing

· God’s glory is great

· Glory: high renown or honor won by notable achievements, Synonyms: magnificence, splendor, resplendence, grandeur, majesty, greatness, nobility; opulence, beauty, elegance
· word translated “Glory” in OT has the connotation of heaviness or weight
How will the kings (or peoples) of the earth be influenced to praise the Lord?

· they hear our testimony

· God demonstrates His power and authority

· God’s Truth is preached, communicated

· we obey the Great Commission

· God uses the preaching of His Word to convict/convince people of their need for Him

What would it be like if  “all the kings of the earth” praised the Lord and sang of God’s ways?

· peace

· integrity in government

· the gospel would be preached without official opposition

· would it be approaching a “theocracy”? 
(a form of government in which God is recognized as the supreme civil ruler, God's laws being interpreted by the ecclesiastical authorities)

· someday this will happen … the 1000 year rule of Christ, then the New Heavens and New Earth … forever.

3.3 God Protects
Listen for a promise David claims.
Psalm 138:6-8 (NIV) Though the Lord is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar. [7] Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes, with your right hand you save me. [8] The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O Lord, endures forever-- do not abandon the works of your hands. 
What testimonies are given to God’s faithfulness? 

· God is of ultimate authority, yet He is interested in our lowly existence – as we trust and submit to Him

· He is not so high and mighty that He cannot/does not know our individual needs

· God preaches down to rescue, preserve

· God has a purpose for each person … He works to fulfill that purpose

· God’s love endures forever, no matter what we do, how we
How have you found God’s words and ways to be reliable?

· scripture gives assurance

· Bible passages hold Truth that convicts/convinces us of Who God is and what He is doing

· God’s promises can be depended on

· the Good News (Gospel) of salvation changes people’s lives

When has God protected you without your awareness at the time?

· God intervenes, changes your schedule to cause you to miss being in an accident

· when a parent intervened without your knowledge

· a mentor, boss, or supervisor who put in a good word for you outside your knowledge

· a teacher defended you when you were suspected of less than stellar work or behavior

What can you point to as evidence that God has not abandoned you?

· answers to prayer

· protection

· God’s sufficiency in all situations

· answers to prayer, before you even prayed

How has God answered some of your personal prayer requests throughout your life?
· healing

· provided a job the very next day after praying

· helped a teaching situation go well

· gave me a specific verse that spoke to a specific concern I had

· guided us to the right doctor

· given us wise counsel when we needed it

· provided needs, even without high paying jobs over the  years

4. Application
4.1 Record it …
· Gratitude is a discipline … once a day create a list that reads, “I am grateful for ____ today

· Take note of how this simple act shapes your mindset about God’s provision

4.2 Say it …
· Let gratitude permeate your conversations

· Speak about those things for which you are grateful for

· Repent from, give up whining about how you wish things had gone
4.3 Share it …
· Choose someone to love for Jesus’ sake

· Do something this week that clearly communicates your gratitude … a gift or an act of service

Why?


God can do it


God can do what He pleases


unconditional love


God knows


He does the right thing


I enjoy the creation … I enjoy being creative (in His image)
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