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Jesus Calls

1. Motivate

What great adventure is on your bucket list?
· cruise around the world

· train trip across Canada

· climb a mountain

· rebuild an old car

· carve a carousel horse

· ride all the roller coasters in the park in one day

· build a tree house

· learn to fly an airplane

· bicycle through Switzerland

· finish that college degree 

2. Transition

Some of these could be life changing adventures.

· Today we study how Jesus invited four fishermen on a life changing adventure.

· Following Jesus is a life changing adventure …  and you are invited!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Call of the Gospel
Listen for points of Jesus’ sermon.
Mark 1:14   After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.….  Luke  5:2,3  he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3  He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.  ….  Mark 1:15  "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"
You are a reporter … answer the who, what, when, where, why questions on Jesus from Mark 1:14

· the who is Jesus

· the where is Galilee

· the when is after John the Baptist was put in prison

· the what is Jesus was proclaiming the good news of God

· the why we have to assume is because it was time for Him to begin His ministry (we will see this in verse 15)

What did Jesus use to create a little space between Himself and the crowd?  
· Jesus was close to some fishermen

· He noted their boats close by, pulled up on the shore

· got into one of the boats and asked the owner (Simon) to put out a little from shore 

Identify the points in the summary of Jesus’ preaching. 
1. the time has come

2. the kingdom (rule) of God is near

3. repent

4. believe the good news

What is the significance of each point he covered?
	Statement
	Significance

	1. the time has come

2. the kingdom (rule) of God is near




3. repent

4. believe the good news
	· beginning of Jesus’ public ministry

· change in how God relates to people was coming, no longer through daily sacrifices, now will be a personal relationship with God

· turn away from your sin, turn to God

· personal relationship based on believing the Truth of Jesus’ death for our sins and His resurrection 


How do you think Jesus’ message affected Simon and Andrew, whose boat Jesus was sitting in?

· they must have sensed Jesus’ authoritative message

· we know Andrew had followed John the Baptist

· Andrew probably picked up on the similarity of the “repent” message

· also would have noted the broadening of the message about believing

What has Christ communicated  to us that draws us to repentance and faith in Him?

· His love

· His authority

· our need, our helplessness to deal with our own sin problem

· Jesus has removed the penalty of sin by dying on the cross in our place

· He has removed the power of sin over us by rising from the dead and providing us with a new life

· He promises to eventually remove us from the presence of sin
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Simon’s boats were part of his everyday workplace, but Jesus needed them to teach to the crowd … What normal things in  your daily life might Jesus be able to use to share His message with others?

· when you are talking together over the back fence
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when you are at sporting events together in the stands

· on coffee break at work

· having lunch together

· at kids’ sports practices, waiting for them

· at a neighborhood block party

( It is not a coincidence that God has placed you …

    in your neighborhood, in your job situation, in  your extended family

3.2 Fishers of Men
Listen for something amazing.
 
Luke 5:4 - 9 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 5  Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  6  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.  7  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  Mark 1:17  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 
What did Jesus suggest to Simon following His message? 

·  take your boat out into deep water

· let down the nets for a catch
What do you think went through Simon’s mind concerning Jesus’ request?

· we’ve fished all night (the right time of day to fish)

· we didn’t catch anything 
· (thinking, we know fishing … do you?)

· but … (to humor Him), if you say so, we’ll do it
They caught so many fish, the nets almost broke.  How was this a test for Simon?
· made Simon make the decision whether or not he would trust Jesus, believe what Jesus said

· tested whether Simon could make a connection with what Jesus said and the power Jesus had to carry out His promises, His statements
Now Jesus says, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men!”  Consider the verb follow.  What do we mean when we say we “follow” a sports team, a TV program, a musical group, or an author?

·  we like that team or program or group

· we root for them, talk about them with others, we watch how they do

· we are excited when they do well

· we look for opportunities to see or hear or read about them

To these men becoming followers of Jesus would mean going with Him, listening to His teachings, participating in His ministry.   But what would it mean to us today when Jesus says “follow me”?

· pay attention to what Jesus says

· look for opportunities to talk about what Jesus says, does

· read about Him, what He is doing, what He plans to do

· do what He recommends/commands

What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”?  How do we become “fishers of men”?
· Jesus used a metaphor

· their job had been to go out and catch fish from the lake

· now their task would be to “catch” men and bring them to the Truth about Jesus
· become involved in sharing, spreading the good news of Jesus
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3.3 The Call to Follow Jesus
Listen for the fishermen’s response.

Luke 5:9  … he [Simon] and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, …. Mark 1:18 -  20  At once they left their nets and followed him.  When he [Jesus] had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20  Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.
Jesus had amazed the fishermen.  How do you think that influenced their response to His call to follow Him.

· Jesus demonstrated His power

· this also implied His authority, His sovereignty … the fact that God will do what He chooses to do

· if you’re going to follow someone as your leader, it’s good to have an authoritative leader

· follow the One who has the wisdom, the power, the authority to accomplish things

What amazing things does God do in your life and the lives around you that compel you to follow Jesus?

· change people’s lives – redeem them from powers of evil

· empower people to accomplish God’s purposes

· bring peace to those who are facing tragedy

· answers to prayer that seemed impossible tasks

· God’s protection, repeatedly

What does Christ sometimes ask us to give up to follow Him? 
· personal ambitions

· a comfortable, cushy lifestyle

· a TV show in order to spend time with God’s Word and prayer

· allow our children to go into full time Christian ministry

· for a young person, give up a relationship where the other person is not a believer

· a fancy vacation so you can go on a mission trip

What are some of the means by which Jesus might “call” you today?

· a challenge of a missionary speaker, youth speaker, or evangelist

· a particular sermon topic

· a request for participation in a specific ministry opportunity in your church

· a dream

· an event in your life that makes an deep impression on you and God’s Holy Spirit speaks to you repeatedly through that

· consider the young son of a missionary whose  parents dealt with many sick folks and there was no doctor to treat them … this young man was called by God to be a missionary doctor
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Application
Consider. 

· Spend a few minutes in self-reflection. 

· At this stage of life, are you walking toward God or away from Him? 

· As honestly as possible, weigh your actions to see if they align with Christ’s call to follow Him.

Correct. 

· Identify something about yourself that needs to change 

· Then take intentional, specific steps to change it.

 Cast. 

· Jesus has called you to fish for people. 

· It’s not too late for your family members and friends to answer the call to follow Christ. Fish as the disciples would have— with a wide net. 

· Cast it far and wide, leaving the results of your casting up to God.

Jesus Calls Crossword
It was not a coincidence that Peter’s boat was nearby … Jesus may have sought him out





( Jesus likewise calls us to be  “fishers of men”





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





More Family Activities at       � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yd9a5bj4" �http://tinyurl.com/yd9a5bj4� 





Across


1. Jesus went to Galilee after John was put in _?_


5. father of James and John


8. _?_ and Andrew were the first two called.


10. Simon and Andrew were _?_


12. James and John were in a _?_ when Jesus found them


13. James and John left their father and _?_ men








Down


2. At _?_ they left their nets and followed


3. Jesus said, "_?_ and believe the good news"


4. Jesus proclaimed good _?_


6. The _?_ of God is near


7. Without _?_ Jesus called James and John


9. Jesus walked beside what sea?


11. I will make you fishers of _?_
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