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Jesus Lives in Believers

1. Motivate

What would most people like to change about their lives?

· get rid of their bad habits

· their living conditions improved

· many people want more material things

· they want more influence or power

· they want to do away with suffering, sadness and replace it with happiness and health

2. Transition

Today we will look at how Jesus’ is present within the lives of believers 

( That presence changes our lives … for the good!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Crucified with Christ
Listen for what is said about God’s grace.
Galatians 2:20-21 (NIV)  [20] I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. [21] I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!" 

How is the new life characterized by faith and not works? 

· old life crucified with Christ, that is dead

· I don’t live by my own resources, strength

· what does take place as I live my physical life is that I live by faith in Christ

· we receive initial salvation by faith, we live our Christian lives by faith

From what we can infer from these verses and what you know about Paul, what do you suppose Paul’s life was like before he became a Christian?

· was a Pharisee

· lived life in strict adherence to the Law

· believed he had reason for confidence in the good works he had done

What do you think Paul meant when he said he had been “crucified with Christ”?

· Paul’s (and our) old sinful nature was placed in/on Christ

· When Christ died and received the punishment for Paul’s sinfulness, Paul’s (and our) old sinful nature died – received God’s judgment of death

· not only did God’s judgment take place, the sinful nature which normally wants to sin was put to death

· you cannot tempt a dead person … the dead sinful nature does not need to respond to temptations … it is dead

What evidence would others have seen that Paul had been crucified with Christ?

· he didn’t go around persecuting Christians

· instead, he traveled around introducing people to Jesus 

· he endured suffering, hardship, beatings … and still preached Jesus

An important question for us is … what evidence would others see that you have been crucified with Christ?
Verse 20 calls for us to “live by faith in the Son of God.”  Why is it easier for Christians to live by rules and traditions than by faith?

· rules and traditions are observable behavior

· you can check them off, done or not done

· faith is more abstract

· it is an attitude

· it is basing your life on the words, the communication of God

· you take what He says as reality, as fact

What will be evidence in the life of someone who is living “by faith in the Son of God”?
· Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, self-control, faithfulness

· a concern for others

· less worry

· not controlled by some other outside source 

· no idols

· involved in Christian ministry

· pointing other people to Jesus

We all have weak moments.  How can we encourage each other to live by faith in Jesus –not only for initial salvation , but for a daily victorious life?

· pray for one another

· have a prayer partner

· check up on one another – ask how things are going

· when you read an encouraging verse or passage, share that with someone – it might be just what they need

3.2 Raised with Christ
Listen for Paul’s comments on baptism.
Romans 6:1-7 (NIV)    What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? [2] By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? [3] Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? [4] We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.    [5] If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. [6] For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- [7] because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

How had some people twisted the meaning of God's grace (unmerited favor)?

· God's grace and mercy are demonstrated because of our sinfulness

· some extrapolated that incorrectly that if we sinned more, we’d experience even more of God's grace

· Paul declared this to be hogwash

So how did Paul use the word “baptize” in this passage?

· the word baptism means to be immersed

· if we are baptized into Christ’s death, we are placed in or immersed in His experience of death

· one implication of this is that we thus received the punishment/judgment of death for our sinfulness

· Paul also says here that we also died to sin – (crucified with Christ.)

So what does our believer’s baptism have to do with this use of the word?

· when we go down into the water that death is symbolized

· being immersed in the water is symbolic of being immersed into His death

It is the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into Christ’s death (and resurrection)

( This is the true meaning of the “baptism of the Spirit” 

What would be some of the emotions experienced by a prisoner who was set free from a sentence leading to death?

· joy

· excitement

· relieved

· thankful

· comforted

How does this experience compare to a believer who experiences being united with Christ in resurrection to new life?

· when we realize what it implies we have similar emotions

· it’s like having a new lease on life

· like getting to start over with a clean slate

Consider how our death to sin and being alive to Christ carries over to  our resurrection when Jesus comes again?

· now we are “positionally”  dead to sin and alive to Christ -- this is how God views us

· right now we are still living in our physical bodies and must experience that death to sin and that new life by faith
· When Jesus comes again, we will be experientially separated from sin and joined to Christ in eternal union (eternal life)
How might anticipating this truth affect our daily lives?

· knowing of a spiritual reality gives us something in which to place our trust

· when you know Truth, that Truth sets you free

· looking forward to a spiritual reality is encouraging when you are still “slugging it out in the trenches”

3.3 Productive with Christ
Listen for who is the vine, the branches.
John 15:1-5 (NIV)      "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. [2] He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. [3] You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.   [5] "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

Consider the three personalities spoken of in the passage, God the Father, Jesus, and believers.  What is the role of each as specified by the passage?

	Role of the Father
	Jesus’ Role
	Believers’ Role

	· the gardener

· remove fruitless branches

· prune

· increase fruitfulness
	· communicate Truth

· cleanse believer

· the Vine

· indwell the believer (remain in us)
	· remain in Christ

· bear fruit only by remaining in Christ


What is the purpose of pruning

· stimulates new growth, more growth

· results in increased fruitfulness

What are some common types of “pruning” that Christians need?

· get rid of sins in our lives

· get rid of things which would tend to pull us away from Christ

· get our focus back on Jesus, get Him back into first place in our lives

· Things which hinder our relationship with the Lord – possessions, ambitions, relationships, pleasures

What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?

· daily, moment by moment dependence on the Lord

· a close relationship where we speak with Him easily, hear His promptings in our hearts and minds

· implies an ongoing relationship, not just a one-time experience

· results from submission to, obedience of Christ, of the Holy Spirit

What results do you see in this passage from a genuine relationship with Christ?

· bear much fruit

· able to accomplish meaningful things (apart from me you can do nothing)

· glorify God by bearing much fruit

· demonstrate our relationship with God, our discipleship

4. Application
4.1 All people have sinned and only God can save us.
· He saves us both from the penalty and the power of sin

· Saving faith includes letting Christ live and work in your life day by day

· Thank the Lord for your salvation and tell Him of your faith in His power at work in your life each day
4.2 Faith in Christ involves a personal union with Jesus Christ
· Water baptism symbolizes and identifies us with the death and resurrection of Christ

· Apart from Christ a person is under the dominion of sin and death.

· Christ’s death and resurrection ensures your victory over sin and death.
4.3 Believers abide in Christ as branches do to a vine
· This week abide in Christ by day by day, moment by moment dependence on Him

· Ask the Lord to prune areas of your life that need it

· Trust Him to make your life more fruitful
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