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Jesus Provides

1. Motivate

What was something provided for you as a child that you didn’t appreciate at the time?
· daily meals

· roof over my head

· good schooling

· free ride to school on the bus

· lived by the lake … got to swim, fish, go boating, skating in winter

· place to ride my bicycle

· woods to hike through

· parents who stayed together – a two parent home

· friendly neighbors

· a Christian home

· a good church

2. Transition

We can be grateful now that someone cared enough for us to meet our needs.
· Today we look at how Jesus provided for people in a powerful way.

· He still cares and meets the needs in our lives today

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Has Compassion
Listen for a comparison to sheep.
Mark 6:30-34 (NIV)  The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31  Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 32  So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33  But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
Why did Jesus want to go away with the disciples to a quiet place? 
· was sort of a retreat

· for a debriefing of their mission trip

· so they could tell Him how things went

· what they learned

· how God had worked as a result of their preaching and teaching

· for rest from the busyness of where they were and where they had been
What prevented Jesus and His disciples from getting some rest and relaxation?
· so many other people

· it was a busy place … people coming and going

· too busy to even eat

· then when they tried to get away, people followed them
How did Jesus respond to the crowds of people waiting to see Him?
· Jesus had compassion on them

· He saw them as “sheep without a shepherd”

· He ministered to them

· He taught them “many things” 

What does the analogy “sheep without a shepherd” suggest?
· the people were spiritually wandering

· no one cared for their spiritual needs

· their needs were obvious, but there was seemingly no help 

What does Jesus’ reaction to the crowds tell you about His character and mission?  
· He felt the folks in the crowd needed more help than He and the disciples needed a retreat

· Jesus was able to choose the right priorities

· here were people who needed help

· the presence of the need was the “calling”

· minister to people who are present and have the need

Where do you see evidence of God’s compassion in the world today?
· as God directs outreach ministries

· God at work in drawing people to Himself

· response of people who respond to the Gospel message

· God opens doors of ministry … Operation Christmas Child, for example

· numbers of people turning to Christ in  needy places around the world

Our scripture passage begins with Jesus’ compassion directed towards their spiritual needs.

(  Next we see Jesus also aware of and concerned for physical needs

3.2 Jesus Knows Our Needs
Listen for Jesus suggestion.
Mark 6:35-37 (NIV)  By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 36  Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat."  37  But he answered, "You give them something to eat." They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?"
 What problem did the disciples notice?  What was their advice for solving it?  
· late in the day

· we’re out in the boonies

· people are going to be hungry

· send them away so they can find food in surrounding countryside and villages
What was Jesus’ solution? 
· Jesus suggests to them, “You give them something to eat”

Why did the disciples consider His solution impractical, if not impossible?
· the cost to feed this many would take 8 months wages

· we don’t have that much to spend

· and there’s probably no one place where we could buy that much food

What does the disciples’ reaction to Jesus tell us about them? 
· they are not thinking miracles
· they are practical – thinking humanly

· seem to have no concept of Jesus’ power and authority

· they think of human solution first … no thought of Jesus’ intervening miraculously 

What are examples of "impossible situations" we and people around us are now facing? 
· still recovering from loss of property in recent hurricanes, tornados

· diagnosis of a life threatening condition

· wayward and rebellious child/parent/spouse

· being riffed from a job (reduction in force … laid off)

· swindled out of large amount of money

· injury and/or lawsuit from an accident

· child struggling with a class at school
What kinds of things hinder us from recognizing opportunities for God to intervene in a powerful way?
· lack of focus on God’s power, authority, and love for us

· believe our problem is too big for God the fix

· believe our problem is too small for God to bother with

· we tend to think in human solutions – find another doctor, win the lottery, find a donor with lots of $, hire an expert, petition the mayor, hold a rally, demonstrate, write your congressman, sign up for GoFundMe.com  
3.3 Jesus Provides
Listen for how Jesus provides.
Mark 6:38-44 (NIV)  "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see." When they found out, they said, "Five--and two fish." 39  Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.  40  So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41  Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all.  42  They all ate and were satisfied,  43  and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish.  44  The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.
Though the disciples did not have financial resources to feed the people, what did they have? 
· five loaves

· two fish

· a Filet-o-fish “Happy Meal”

How do you think they felt about the value of having five loaves and two fish when faced with a massive crowd of hungry people? 
· not enough

· a drop in the bucket, so to speak
What’s wrong with the “here’s a little something, but it won’t make much difference” response?

· it’s a “throw away” answer

· show’s Andrew’s lack of faith in or understanding of what Jesus could provide

· he was still looking at the problem 

· had no adequate solution

What do you think Jesus’ disciples learned through this experience? 
· Jesus has power and authority

· Jesus has compassion both on spiritual and physical/practical needs

· Jesus can multiply resources
Why do you think God tells us to do things that seem to be impossible? 
· He wants us to trust Him

· He wants to do big things for us, through us

· we need to learn the lesson of faith

· we need to learn that God is bigger than the need
What kinds of resources do we have seemingly insufficient of, in our class to meet needs of people in our class, our church, our community?
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finances

· personnel

· time 

     our “loaves and fishes”

· energy

· skills

How can we place our meager “loaves and fishes” (resources) in Jesus’ hands?

· tell Jesus about the need

· tell Him of your insufficiency

· tell Him you are trusting Him to multiply the resources

· thank Him ahead of time for providing the needs … note that this is what Jesus did!
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How might Jesus multiply these things?

· bless us financially so we can give more

· the Holy Spirit can prompt new people to be involved

· God might help us finish our tasks quicker than normal

· God will give added strength, energy


Application
Communicate. 

· Take five minutes to thank God for giving you what He’s given you and for doing what He’s done for you so you can have a relationship with Him.

Count. 

· Make a list of the ways you have seen God provide for you in the past. 

· Then, make a list of things that you need Him to provide now. 

· Pray over the list. 

· Frequently refer back to the list over the weeks to come to see how He has cared for you.

Care.

· Be a channel of God’s care and provision in the life of someone else. Find one person with big needs.

· Help that person as an expression of thanks for the way God has provided for you.
Fallen Phrases Puzzle



Consider showing the video about how God provided a camp for Christian ministries in Hong Kong.   Find it at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y8gtbq67" �https://tinyurl.com/y8gtbq67�





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





The solved puzzle consists of a complete statement which is taken from our Bible study.


The complete statement should be read from left-to-right/top-to-bottom as you would read anything written in English.


The letters underneath the puzzle are the letters you’ll use to solve the puzzle. 


Notice the number of letters in each column equals the number of blanks above the  letter.


Each of the letters goes into one of the blanks above the letter.


Look for two and three letter words and note the combinations that make sense Cross out letters as they are used.


The solution and more family activities are found at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y8gtbq67" �https://tinyurl.com/y8gtbq67�
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