4/8/2012
Jesus Rose from the Dead

1. Motivate

What is something you heard about that you found hard to believe?
· the World Trade Center actually collapsed

· you won a prize in a drawing

· someone you know was killed in an accident

· your favorite team was beaten by an underdog team

· who won/was sent home from American Idol

· your child got an A/F in school

2. Transition
Some people have trouble believing the resurrection of Jesus actually happened

Today ( We look at reasons we can believe.

We also look at why it is important.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Proof of a Guarded Tomb
Listen for evidence that Jesus really died.
Matthew 27:62-66 (NIV)  The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. [63] "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' [64] So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first."   [65] "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." [66] So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

Who went to Pilate the day after Christ was buried? Why? 

· chief priests, Pharisees

· accuse Jesus of being a deceiver

· wanted to secure the tomb

· wanted to keep people from stealing the body and saying He had risen from the dead

What command did Pilate give? 
· take a guard

· go make the tomb as secure as you know how

· they put a seal on the stone

· posted a guard
Knowing the attitudes and the actions of the Jews, what is ironic about them calling Jesus a “deceiver” guilty of “deception”?

· they were the ones who hired people to falsely accuse Jesus

· they misrepresented Him to Pilot

What are some common explanations among non-Christians for the Christian belief in the resurrection?

· no one else has ever been really dead and then alive again

· the “near death” experiences do not count

· once you are really dead, that’s it … no coming back

· how could this be true for only one man in history – Jesus was just a man like everyone else

· the resurrection is a myth – a favorite story people like to tell

· He didn’t really die, it was a “swoon”,  He woke up later and escaped

Why was it important for Matthew to emphasize the sealing of the stone and the presence of guards.  How does Matthew’s narration answer some of these questions

· shows that the Pharisees and Sadducees believed Jesus was dead

· they were afraid of someone stealing the dead body and faking a resurrection

· they believed Jesus to be dead

· this strengthens the evidence of a resurrection

· Jewish leaders and Pilate did everything in their power to prevent grave robbers

· Jesus must have been resurrect – the only other possibility

How should the certainty that Jesus truly died on the cross strengthen you faith today?

· He died for my sins

· He took the judgment that I deserved

· I deserved to die for my sinfulness

· Jesus died in my place – He really did die.

3.2 Proof of an Empty Tomb
Listen for incredible news discovered by the women.
Matthew 28:5-8 (NIV)    The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. [6] He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. [7] Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  [8] So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

If you can mentally place yourself at the tomb of Christ on that first “Easter morning,” what emotions would you be feeling as you approached?

· fear

· spooky

· confused

· discouraged

· unsure of what is happening

What specific news did the angel announce to the women at the tomb? 

· don’t be afraid of what’s going on

· I know you are looking for Jesus

· He is not here

· He has risen

· He told you so and it has happened

· you can see for yourself the empty tomb

 How did the relationship of the women to Jesus change that morning?

	Before
	After

	· a good friend, a family friend

· a teacher

· a rabbi

· a healer

· a leader
	· a supernatural being

· someone who had risen from the dead

· their risen savior

· someone they would now worship


( Jesus death and resurrection had placed their relationship on a whole new level.

What is the significance of the fact that we worship a risen Lord rather than a dead hero.

· He is more powerful than death itself

· We have more than just a memory … we have a live person

· He died in our place taking the punishment of our sins … but He rose from the dead to give us new life

· We have the hope of eternal life (ongoing union with God) when our physical lives end

· His Spirit lives within us … empowering us … communicating with us

How did the women’s experience at the tomb contrast with what they expected?

	What they expected
	What actually happened

	· the body of their friend

· finish the embalming

· have a good cry

· sorrow together 
	· empty tomb

· a frightening angel

· proclamation of resurrection

· instructions to go tell others

· prediction they would see Him alive


Seeing the empty tomb, the angel affected their expectations and understanding.  What factors affect how people think and feel about the resurrection today?

· if they have a personal relationship with Jesus or not
· how much they understand of God’s power, authority, and love for them

· their world view … humanistic, hedonistic, biblical, skeptic, or whatever
· maybe they never heard the Gospel message

( Their exposure to the Truth, the reality of the resurrection can make a difference in their life … you can be a witness to them

3.3 Proof of Eyewitnesses Account
Listen for how two travelers were surprised.
Luke 24:13-16 (NIV)    Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. [14] They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. [15] As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; [16] but they were kept from recognizing him.  … [32] They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" [33] They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together  … [35] Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

What were the two men discussing along the way? 

· talking about the events during the recent Passover

· talking about Jesus execution

· maybe even talking about reports of the empty tomb and what that implied

What do you think was their feelings or attitudes about all the things they had been hearing?

· confused

· not sure who to believe … stories about the empty tomb, the women had seen him?!

· discouraged about Jesus death, now possibly missing

( Arguing and discouragement on their part suggests they were not perpetrating a resurrection hoax.
What happened as they were walking along?
· Jesus came up and walked along with them

· they were kept from recognizing Him

What did the men recall after they reflected on their conversation with Jesus? 

· didn’t our hearts burn within us as He talked

· think about how we felt as He shared scripture with us

How did these men respond to their encounter with Jesus? 

· left their house,   returned at once to Jerusalem

· found the remaining disciples

· told what had happened

· told how they recognized Jesus when He broke bread with them

If you are a believer, consider that you have had a personal encounter with Jesus!  How can that change your life … even today, after having been a believer for some length of time?
· allow the Truth of the resurrection to “burn in your heart” like it did with these men

· tell others what God has done for you  …. and for them

( If you are not a believer, you can have a personal encounter with Jesus today!
4. Application
4.1 Skeptics try to explain Jesus’ “resurrection” by denying He ever truly died
· Everyone involved – friend or foe – knew that Jesus was truly dead

· Rejoice today in the reality of Jesus’ death for your sins

· Realize how it is an essential part of the Good News … the Gospel message

4.2 The hoax theory says the disciples took Jesus’ body and claimed He had been raised from the dead
· Sane people (the disciples) would not be willing to die for such a hoax

· Consider both the empty tomb and  Jesus’ appearances – together they provide meaningful proof for the reality of the resurrection

· Thank the Lord today that you serve a risen Savior
4.3 Before they saw Jesus alive, the disciples’ hopes were dashed
· When Jesus appeared to His followers, they realized He was risen

· It was Jesus they saw … not someone who looked like Him

· Jesus appeared to many people … He is risen … He is risen indeed!
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