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Jesus Works through His Church

1. Motivate

If you have to be away, who do you get to pick up your mail?   To watch your pet?  To take care of your kids?  To take care of your work responsibilities
· neighbor

· friend from church

· close relative

· grandparents

· maybe hire different people to cover theses bases

How would you feel if they left those tasks undone?

· upset

· disappointed

· feel you made a bad decision

· no “thank-you” note for them!

2. Transition

This week we look at those whom God left in charge of important tasks.

· What does Jesus want us to be doing?

· How will we be able to do it?

( The task is still undone!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus’ Work Misunderstood
Listen for a question Jesus asks.
Matthew 16:13-14 (NIV)  hen Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  [14] They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 

What different answers did Christ get to His question, “Who do people think that I am?” 

· John the Baptist

· Elijah

· Jeremiah

· some other prophet

How do the disciples’ responses show that Jesus and His work were misunderstood.

· people were mixed up

· didn’t have communication, lots of rumors

· even some “back to life” concepts – part superstition

· some thought might be fulfillment of prophecies about Elijah

So, why do you think Jesus asked this question?

· to motivate the disciples to start thinking about what they were all hearing
· to help them identify the false beliefs about Jesus

· so they wouldn’t be blindsided by someone with a new idea
· to show them just how wrong some people could be

· this was the “hook” to get them thinking about the concept He really wanted to communicate

What are some common views of Jesus among our generation?

· a teacher

· a great man

· Savior

· founder of Christianity

· a martyr

· Messiah

Consider the statement of C. S. Lewis;  “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell.”
This is known as the trilemma  -- only one of the following can be true …

· Jesus is the Messiah, He is God

· He was a lunatic

· He was a liar
What difference does it make what we believe about Jesus?
	 You believe He was God
	You believe He was just a man

	· means He was perfect

· He could not have sinned

· thus He didn’t die for His own sins, He died for the sins of others

· He had authority to forgive sins

· He had power to perform miracles
	· He would not necessarily be perfect

· He was confused

· He only thought He was God

· He could not die for my sins, He would have had to die for His own


3.2 Jesus’ Work Manifested
Listen for prophecies about the church.
Matthew 16:15-19 (NIV)    "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  [16] Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."    [17] Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. [18] And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. [19] I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

Jesus introduced a contrast by use of the word, “but”.  What answer did Peter give in answer to Jesus question about their beliefs?
· you are the Christ

· you are the Son of the living God

What did Jesus say about why Peter was blessed? 

· this was not something you found out from another person

· The Father in Heaven revealed it to you

Note Jesus’ use of the word “say” not “think” or “believe.”  Why could that difference be important?

· what you believe or think need not be revealed to others

· you can merely hold it within your mind

· when you “say” what you think, you are making a public declaration

· you go on record as to what you believe

· you have to back up what you say or retract it

( This Truth – the fact of Jesus’ being the Son of God – this is the foundation stone of the church

In what way is Peter’s (and our) experience of coming to faith and understanding the gospel a supernatural event? 

· It’s not a matter of logic

· you are not convinced by the arguments of men

· you are convinced (convicted) by the Holy Spirit

What responsibilities are given the church?
· we are given the keys to the kingdom of heaven … the realm where God rules

· we can loose or free people from their slavery to sin
· we can bind situations to God’s will, God’s rule

· our actions can either attract or repel people from the Church

What kinds of actions can cause people to feel repelled from the Kingdom of God?
· attitude of “holier-than-thou”

· preaching a “turn or burn” message

· hypocrisy
· lack of compassion

What kinds of actions can attract people and welcome them to the Kingdom?

· kindness and love

· compassion

· personal concern for others

· sharing the Good News of the Gospel

3.3 Jesus’ Work Mandated
Listen for the task Jesus proclaimed.
Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)   Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

What did Jesus say about Himself? 

· I have all authority

· authority in heaven

· authority in earth

What does it mean to us that Jesus has “all authority”?

· supreme and independent power or authority

· rightful status, independence, or prerogative

· the power to determine, adjudicate, or otherwise settle issues or disputes;
· Jesus has the moral and legal power to make and enforce the law;
What activities were the disciples to be involved in? 

· go and make disciples

· go to all nations (people groups)

· baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit

· teach them to obey Jesus teachings/commands

What does it mean to “make disciples”?

· Definition:

· a person who is a pupil 
· an adherent of the doctrines 
· a follower

· teach people to adhere to, to obey, to follow the doctrines of Jesus

Note: The “go” is an imperatival participle in the original Greek.

· As a participle it could be translated, “as you are going.”  

· as you go about life, remember your mission; remember you task

· because it is tied to the imperative, it is translated much stronger.  We are commanded to “go” into all the world, every nation.  

How can knowing that Jesus is always with us make a difference “as we are going”?

· assurance

· protection

· empowerment

· backed by the authority of Jesus

4. Application
4.1 Disciples are learners
· Be sure of your own understanding of who Jesus is

· This week be sensitive to what others reveal about their concepts of Jesus

4.2 To follow Christ, one must believe on Him as the Son of the living God

· The church belongs to Jesus

· The Church will be victorious over death and all evil powers

· Remember this week that you can open the door to salvation for lost people by telling them about Jesus

4.3 The Great Commission shows that missions is the closest thing to Christ’s heart
· As a church, as individuals we are called to obey the Great Commission

· “As you are going” about your activities this week, radiate the love of Jesus
· Be ready to communicate the Good News

· Be involved in discipling
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